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A Transition of Power 
 
When we pick-up the Bible Storyline today in the first book of Kings, we are witness to 
one of history’s great transitions of power.  David son of Jesse – one of the most 
remarkable human beings ever to sit on a throne – is now on his deathbed.  Adonijah, 
the younger brother of David’s dead son Absalom, has decided “I will be king,” and 
has managed to gain the support of David’s tempestuous general, Joab, and the priest, 
Abiathar.   
 
David’s wife, Bathsheba, however, knows that this was not her husband’s original will.  
Rushing to her dying husband’s bedchamber, Bathsheba warns him of the developing 
coup.  Backed by David’s faithful prophet, Nathan, and the honest priest, Zadok, 
Bathsheba convinces David to act quickly to annoint their son, Solomon, and announce 
his decision to Israel.  With his last ounce of energy, David passes the shepherd’s rod to 
Solomon. He calls his favored son close to him and speaks these final words of counsel.  
 
"Be strong, show yourself a man,” my son, David says. He eventually tells Solomon 
to use this strength to deal swiftly and harshly with the wolves trying to take his throne, 
but his words here that are the most important ones: Observe what the Lord your 
God requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands” so 
“that the Lord may keep [the] promise to me.”  In other words, preserve our 
family’s side of the covenant I made with God, son, and God will ensure that someone 
from the house and lineage of David will sit on the throne forever.   
 
Do you see that this was what Handel was later writing about when he penned that 
famous chorus?  “And he shall reign for ever and ever!  King of Kings!”  But we’re 
getting ahead of ourselves.  Suffice it to say that, at first, Solomon acts mercifully 
toward his enemies; but he is finally forced to clean up the mess and appoint new 
lieutenants.  1 Kings 2 closes by proclaiming: “The kingdom was now firmly 
established in Solomon's hands.”   
 
What follows hereafter is the record of one of the most famous monarchies in all of 
human history.  Only 19 years old, Solomon inherits a vast kingdom.  He will go on to 
consolidate Israel’s political and economic hold on these territories even further and to 
preside over a golden era of prosperity and peace. What Solomon accomplished is the 
stuff of hope and legend to this day and a further fulfillment of the prophecy of blessing 
that God had spoken centuries before to Father Abraham.  We’re going to talk about 
that this morning, as I invite you mine with me the treasures that can be found in the 
life of King Solomon. 
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Solomon’s Walk 
 
What it is crucial to understand at the start, and to return to at the close as well, is 
WHERE this kind of security comes from.  It all began with Solomon’s WALK with God. 
Apparently this young man took very seriously at the outset the urging of his father to 
“walk in [God’s] ways.” He did not view his newfound power as an avenue to selfish 
gain, but as an opportunity to serve God and his people in an era where too many 
people in power were doing wrong.  Solomon’s first recorded prayer was this: “Give 
your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish 
between right and wrong.”  Can you imagine a better prayer for our time as well? 
 
The Bible says that “the Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.”  
Touched by the purity of Solomon’s heart, God decides that this is a faithful servant he 
can trust with a lot of resources.  God goes on to promise that not only will I give you 
statistically unusual discernment, “moreover, I will give you what you have not 
[even] asked for – both riches and honor” – wealth and fame.  More on that in a 
moment.  But then God underlines a very important predicate that should be very 
familiar to any of us who have been reading the Bible Storyline along the way: I will 
continue to bless your house “if you walk in my ways and obey my statues and 
commands.”  And, thus, Solomon’s journey with God began. 
 

Solomon’s Wealth 
 

I think it is probably fair to say that it is not Solomon’s WALK that most people think of 
first when they hear his name.  For many people, it is his WEALTH that comes to mind.  
It’s all those legends and movies about King Solomon’s mines.  And he had them. The 
Bible records that four years into his reign, Solomon sets out to build the first great 
Temple at Jerusalem as he’d been commissioned to do.  For this purpose, he harnesses 
a wealth that not even the biggest tycoons on Wall Street could imagine in their wildest 
dreams – certainly not today.  It is not just that the Temple was big and, for that day, it 
was mammoth.  What is really staggering is the opulence of what Solomon built to exalt 
the Name of God.  You can read all about it in 1 Kings 5 & 6.  The big idea is that 
Solomon spared no expense to build one of the wonders of the ancient world.   
 
The walls were cut from the finest stone.  The roof beams were massive cedars hewn 
from the forests of Lebanon by Solomon’s friend, Hiram, the King of Tyre.  The walls 
were paneled with fine woods, and the floor with cypress.  Almost every surface was 
intricately carved by Phoenician artisans with designs of palm trees, flowers, and 
angels, all inlaid or covered with gold. Inside the Temple stood two bronze pillars, each 
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thirty-feet high, six-feet in diameter, and richly ornamented at the capitals with carved 
lilies and pomegranates. 
 
The Holy of Holy place – a house within the temple where the Ark of the Covenant was 
stored -- was watched over by two fifteen-foot tall cherubim with outstretched wings 
that touched one another in the middle.  These were covered in gold.  There was a 
gigantic bronze altar and a fifteen-foot diameter ritual washing pool for priests called a 
“sea” because of its size.  It rested on the backs of twelve immense bronze oxen.  
There were ten wash-basins, set on chariot wheels, each holding 200 gallons of water, 
again for ritual purification.  Solomon’s Temple took seven years to build, billions of 
dollars by today’s standards, and the labor of over 150,000 workers.   
 
For most of the last century, many people speculated that this building had to be a 
legend.  A major reason for skepticism was because everyone was certain that the 
Bronze Age in this region began around 700 B.C., some 300 years after the time of 
Solomon.  But in October 2008, National Geographic reported that copper mines – 
crucial to the smelting of the bronze essential for Solomon’s work -- had just been 
discovered in the mountains of southern Jordan (ancient Edom).  Archaeologists found 
there artifacts of mining and metalworking they conclusively dated to the time of 
Solomon.  The Bible proved true again. 
 
The key point in all this is that while many people speak of the WEALTH of Solomon, 
few focus on how he used it.  At the start of his reign, Solomon took an incalculable 
fortune and poured it into honoring God.  He longed to create a focal point that would 
draw the whole world to the place where the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
God of Moses, Joshua, and David was exalted.  1 Kings 8:22 tells us that, 22 Then 
Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly of 
Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said: "O Lord, God of 
Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below--you who 
keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly 
in your way… 27 "But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the 
highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!   
 
Solomon went on to pray that this edifice might be a place where the sins of people are 
forgiven.  In future years, of course, this Temple would be destroyed and reconstructed 
many times.  But never again would such a glorious Temple as Solomon built stand in 
the midst of men – never, that is, until the presence of God himself came to dwell, to 
tabernacle with even greater glory in the midst of humanity on the day we call 
Christmas.  The Apostle John writes, “And the Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling amongst us, and we beheld his glory.”  And the angel said to another 
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builder, a man named Joseph, “You shall call his Name ‘Jesus,’ for he will save 
his people from their sins.”  Do you see how nothing is accidental in the Storyline?  
Do you see how it is always pointing us somewhere and toward Someone? 
 

 
 
 

Solomon’s Wisdom 
 
There is so much to be mined from the life of King Solomon.  We’ve reflected this 
morning on Solomon’s WALK with God, and the way he used his WEALTH for God.  But 
what of the most famous attribute of this servant?  What of his WISDOM?  The Books 
of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs are all attributed to this man.  I’ll have to 
leave you to read those works for yourself and promise to return to them in depth on 
another day. 
 
Let me simply observe that there is a lot of wisdom in these writings of Solomon.  By 
“wisdom” I don’t simply mean data-bits, facts, information, or knowledge.  The world 
pummels us with all of that almost all the time.  What makes the Book of Proverbs, for 
example, so very different is that we meet there great truth distilled down into simple 
and practical terms.  In just the readings assigned for today, Solomon offers us wisdom 
on the subject of listening and speaking, youth and old age, honesty and industry, 
spending well and acting justly, embracing discipline and trusting God.   
 
If you download from our website the sermon manuscript from today, you’ll find that 
I’ve included an appendix that draws many of these verses together under common 
headings.  Take a look at that manuscript or, better yet, read Proverbs for yourself and 
underline where you sense that God’s wisdom speaking through Solomon is trying to 
speak to you.  Talk with someone else about that. 
 

Solomon’s Wane 
 
I can’t emphasize enough that last part.  It is very important to have royal partners in 
life with whom we can process what it means to walk with God, to use our wealth, and 
to live with wisdom.  You see, if we don’t have partners like that it is easy, even if we 
start out well, to get lost – and that’s the final treasure we can mine from the life of 
Solomon, I think.  David started out badly but finished well – thanks in no small part to 
the good influence of people like Nathan and Joab.  But David’s son, Solomon, had the 
opposite journey.  He had it all.  He started out brilliantly, but finished weakly.  And it 
all came down to the partners he chose.   
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In 1 Kings 11, we read about how Solomon gradually became entangled with a string of 
people who, instead of strengthening his walk with God, progressively led him astray.  
The fact that they were women is not determinative here; it could as easily have been 
men.  The point is that they shared a different value system than Solomon did.  As time 
went on, Solomon progressively took on their idols and habits.  Walking with them to 
their “high places” – the places where their values and vanities got worked out -- 
became more important to him than walking with God.  If you look back to the 
beginning Solomon’s reign, you can see that this was always a struggle for him.  1 
Kings 3:3 says that  3 Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking 
according to the statutes of his father David, EXCEPT that he offered 
sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.  These exceptions led to 
Solomon’s WANE and, in the process, to the beginning of the end of a united Israel.  By 
the end of his son Rehoboam’s reign, the once-great nation would be split into two and 
headed down hill. 
 
How is your walk with God these days and who are your most influential partners on 
the journey?  What, I wonder, are the “EXCEPTS” in your life and mine?  Are we 
investing whatever wealth we have in the cause of God or is it being wasted in high 
places or in trying to impress the people who live there?  What’s the wisdom that God is 
inviting you and me to put into firmer practice this week?  
 
Let’s mine this final challenge from Solomon, offered while he still saw clearly through 
Wisdom’s eyes: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths.   This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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WISDOM FROM THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 

Chapters 1-3, 6, 20-21 
 
 
On seeking wisdom   
 
1Accept my words and store up my commands within you, 2 turning your ear to wisdom and 
applying your heart to understanding… 4 look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden 
treasure… 13 Blessed is the [one] who finds wisdom, the [one] who gains understanding, 14 for 
[wisdom] is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. (Prov 2:1-4; 3:13-
14) 
 
On listening to advice 
 
5 Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance… 7 The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 8 Listen, my 
son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching… 18 Make plans by 
seeking advice. (Prov 1:5,7-8; 20:18) 
 
On Youth and Old Age 
 
29 The glory of young men is their strength, gray hair the splendor of the old. (Prov 20:29) 
 
On speaking carefully   
 

9 Better to live on a corner of the roof [or] 19 in a desert than with a quarrel-some or ill-
tempered [person]… 23 He who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps himself from calamity… 
19 A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much… 25 It is a trap for a man 
to dedicate something rashly and only later to consider his vows. (Prov 20:19, 25; 21:9,19, 23) 
 
On honesty  
 
6 A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare. 28 A false witness will 
perish, and whoever listens to him will be destroyed forever. 18 These men lie in wait for their 
own blood; they waylay only themselves! 19 Such is the end of all who go after ill-gotten gain; it 
takes away the lives of those who get it. (Prov 21:6, 28; 1:18-19) 
 
On industry and sloth 
 
4 A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds nothing… 25 The 
sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. 26 All day long he 
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craves for more… 5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit… 13 Do not love sleep or you will grow 
poor; stay awake and you will have food to spare. (Prov 20:4, 13; 21:5, 25) 
 
 
 
On stewardship   
 
9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be 
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine… 17 He who loves pleasure will 
become poor; whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich. (Prov 3:9-10; 21:17)  1 Wine is a 
mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise. (Prov 20:1) 
 
On acting justly  
 
27 Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act… 13 If a man 
shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered… 15 When justice 
is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers. (Prov 3:27; 21:13, 15) 
 
On welcoming God’s discipline   
 
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline… 
11 Do not despise the Lord's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the Lord 
disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in… 23 For these commands are a 
lamp… and the corrections of discipline are the way to life. (Prov 1:7; 3:11-12; 6:23) 
 
On seeing what God seeks 
 
2 All a man's ways seem right to him, but the Lord weighs the heart. 3 To do what is right and 
just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice… 1 Do not forget my teaching, but keep my 
commands in your heart, 2 for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity… 
4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. (Prov 21:2-3; 3:1-4) 
 
On trusting God first   
 
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 7 Do not be wise in your own 
eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This will bring health to your body and…bones… 30 There is 
no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the Lord. (Prov 3:5-8; 21:30) 
 
On not being led astray 
 
10 If sinners entice you, do not give in to them… 15 do not go along with them, do not set foot 
on their paths… 32 For the waywardness of the simple will kill [you], and the complacency of 
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fools will destroy [you].; 33 but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without 
fear of harm.“ (Prov 1:10, 15, 32-33) 


