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Key Verse and front cover bulletin quote: “But as for me and my household, we will 
serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 
 
Bottom Line: God fulfills His promises in His good time. 
 
Walk the Line: I will commit myself in a fresh way to be faithful to God (instead of 
aligning myself with other "gods"), and declare, "As for me and my household, will serve 
the Lord."  
 
Introduction: 
 
 One of the impressions we receive from reading the Scripture in larger portions 
as we are during The Storyline series is that God fulfills his purposes across the broad 
sweep of time. Today we come to book of Joshua which is about the conquest of the 
land of Canaan, known as the promised land. Well over 500 years prior to this moment, 
God had promised to the original patriarch, Abraham, that through him would come a 
people who would occupy the land in which Abraham had sojourned. We have followed 
the story of this bloodline known as the Hebrew people through Abraham’s lineage of 
Isaac and Jacob, renamed Israel. Because of famine in the promised land, God provided 
a means of survival through Joseph, the 11th son of Jacob, who became the vice-regent 
to the Pharaoh. For 430 years the Hebrew people suffered as slaves in Egypt, because 
the Pharaohs no longer remembered Joseph. But God had not forgotten his people; he 
heard their cries and raised up Moses as their deliverer. Through Abraham God had 
formed a people; through Moses God turned them into a nation. 
 
 The opening verses of the book of Joshua portray the historical moment in which 
we find ourselves in today’s study: “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, 
the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: Moses my servant is dead. Now then, 
you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to 
give them—to the Israelites.” (Joshua 1:1-2) We stand on the precipice of the long 
awaited promise that the Israelites will finally occupy the land promised to Abraham.   
 
 Truly God paints the portrait of history in much broader strokes than our small 
lives. This came home to me more personally earlier this year in our mission to trip to be 
among the Lisu people of Western China. Some of you may know my family heritage. I 
am the grandson on my father’s side to Disciples of Christ missionaries to Tibet who 
served in first third of the last century. The Tibetan people proved to be highly resistant 
to the gospel. Literally the only Tibetan converts in a generation of work were the 
orphan children raised by the missionaries. One of those missionary couples with my 
grandparents were Russell and Gertrude Morse. They left the Tibetan mission in the 
1920’s to begin what turned into three generations of legendary work among this ethnic 
minority group within China and Burma, the Lisu people. As resistant as were the 
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Tibetans to the gospel, the Lisu were responsive. In God’s convergence of his purposes, 
this highly mission oriented people group within China has had the freedom and passion 
to launch an initiative to take the gospel to the Tibetans, who are only now showing an 
openness. As the 11th chapter of the book of Hebrews bears witness, God’s vision goes 
way beyond our ability to see it fulfilled in one lifetime, but that does not mean God has 
given up. God works through the generations to accomplish his larger purposes. 
 
 With that in mind, let’s follow Joshua into the conquest of the land that God is 
about to give them. The theme of this story is that if Joshua and the people will remain 
faithful to the Lord, he will bless them, but this blessing 
comes with a strong warning to never take God’s graciousness for granted. 
 
Leadership Transitions: The Baton Is Passed (Joshua 1) 
 
 The first thing we note is that Joshua is the designated leader to carry on and 
complete the work started by Moses. He is the one to lead them into the promised land.  
 
 Yet, what a challenge this is: how does Joshua follow Moses? Moses has grown 
to be not only a legend in his own mind, but a legend in his own time. The Moses we 
first met at the beginning of the story has become a giant. Moses, you will recall, was 
the poster child of the reluctant leader: “Who am I that I should go to the Pharaoh?”; 
“What if they don’t believe me?”; “I can’t talk, I just stutter”, “Lord, send someone else.” 
But after 40 years of leadership Moses was the one from whom people drew their 
strength. The Lord says to Joshua, “Do not be terrified; do no be discouraged” (Joshua 
1:9) as you get ready to face the giants in the land of Canaan. Why might Joshua 
tremble a bit? He is not Moses. The book of Deuteronomy closes with this summary of 
the life of Moses: “Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face, who did all those miraculous signs and wonders the Lord sent him to 
do in Egypt—to the Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land. For no one has 
ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the 
sight of all Israel” (Deuteronomy 34:10-12).  
 
 How would like to be the one who follows one described in those terms?  In the 
business world, this is called the Founder’s Syndrome. Who can follow the founder? This 
church knows a little about that dynamic. I love going back to visit the church I pastored 
in Northern California, as we did this summer, because I am lot better pastor now than I 
ever was when I was there.  
 
 I remain connected to my alma mater, UCLA, largely through basketball. Even 33 
years later, UCLA has a basketball reputation because it had a coach, Johnny Wooden, 
who accomplished an unrepeatable feat of winning 10 national championships in 12 
years. Since Johnny Wooden retired in 1975, 8 coaches have rotated through UCLA, 
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with the elusive goal of returning the Wooden dominance. No one remembers that it 
took Johnny Wooden 17 years from 1947 to 1964 before he won his first national 
championship. It probably doesn’t help that this humble man sits courtside during most 
home games even at the age of 98.  
 
 Joshua was able to step into leadership because a very clear transition had been 
affected. Joshua was recognized by Moses for his leadership qualities. We first meet him 
as the commander of Israeli army in their wilderness battle against the Amalekites. You 
recall that this was the time when Moses sat on a mount overlooking the battlefield 
holding his staff overhead with the assistance of Aaron and Hur. Along with Caleb, 
Joshua is one of the two spies out of the twelve to go into the land and come back to 
file a minority report that though there are giants and fortified cities, God had promised 
to give us the land. But Moses does not leave his successor to chance but clearly 
orchestrates the transference of leadership. In Numbers 27:18-20 we read, “So the Lord 
said to Moses, Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit of leadership, and 
lay your hand on him. Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly 
and commission him in their presence. Give him some of your authority so the whole 
Israelite community will obey him.”  
 
 So the Lord grows Joshua’s reputation and courage in both his own and the 
people’s eyes as they get ready to enter the land. This is the time, the fullness of time, 
the time the promise of a land will be fulfilled. “As I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will 
lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give him. Be strong 
and courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn 
from the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this 
Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 
(Joshua 1:5b-8) 
 
 Joshua is a type of Christ. We first meet Joshua as Hoshea from the tribe of 
Ephraim in Numbers 13 in the list of representatives from the tribes who are to spy out 
the land. Hoshea simply means “salvation.” But Moses changed his name to Joshua, 
which means “Yahweh saves.” The Greek form of Joshua is Jesus. God told Joseph at 
the time of Jesus’ birth, “You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).  We will note the parallels between Joshua and 
Jesus as we proceed through the story. 
 
 Now the time has come to proceed to take the land. “Now then, you and all 
these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to 
them—the Israelites” (Joshua 1:2). In the spirit of the movie, Dead Poet’s Society, when 
Robin Williams stood on the classroom desk of the prep school for boys and said, “Carpe 
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Diem”, the Israelites are to “seize the day”. You can sense the electric moment. It 
prefigures Jesus words as the second Joshua, “The time has come. The kingdom of God 
is at hand.”   
 
A Monument of Remembrance (Joshua 3-4) 
 
 But the Lord makes it clear that He is the One who will go before them and fight 
on their behalf. Joshua instructs the people to gather up their belongings and get ready 
to move. The priests are to lead the way by carrying the Ark of the Covenant to the 
edge of the Jordan River. The Ark, of course, represented the presence of Yahweh 
among the people. In the ark were the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, 
Aaron’s rod, and a pot of manna. As the priests entered the River Jordan carrying the 
Ark of the Covenant, the waters piled up of as they had done at the crossing of the Red 
Sea. Following the ark were twelve representatives, one from each of the twelve tribes 
of Israel. They were instructed to lift and carry a stone from the river bed across to 
Canaan’s shores, which Joshua fashioned into a memorial. The people were to return to 
this site and teach their children about the significance of what happened here. We read 
in Joshua 4:20-22: “Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the 
Jordan. He said to the Israelites, ‘In the future when your descendants ask their 
parents, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry 
ground.’” 
 
 Mark the moment. Make a memory to the faithfulness and power of God. What is 
the antidote to grumbling, murmuring and complaining? Remembering. The people of 
Israel were a tough crowd. Moses had warned Joshua about the hearts of these people. 
At the end of his life, once Moses had completed writing the book of the Law, he 
warned them about disobeying the Lord’s instruction in this book. “There it will remain 
as a witness against you. For I know how rebellious and stiff-necked you are. If you are 
rebellious against the Lord while I am still alive and with you, how much more will you 
rebel after I die” (Deut. 32:26b-27). Moses apparently had never heard of the Zig 
Ziglar’s or Tony Robbin’s schools of motivational speaking.  
 
 Unless we are intentional about cultivating a memory of God’s faithfulness, we 
will forget and turn into our complaining selves again. One of the reasons I keep a 
journal is to record the times when I see God’s hand at work in my life. But even with 
that I too quickly forget. As many of you know just recently in June I came through 
prostate cancer surgery. In the fearful time leading up to that surgery, I wrote in my 
journal something to the effect, “Lord, if you get me through this to the other side with 
more life ahead, I promise to awake each day with a sense of wonder. I will treat each 
day as a gift given from your bounty marked by the joy of just being alive on this earth. 
I promise that you will never hear another word of complaint from my lips.” I shared 
these thoughts at a recent staff meeting, and I got back the sarcastic response, “Well, 
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how is working out?” I guess I could say, “Better than I was, not nearly as good as I 
should be.” I know that my entire inner spirit changes when I consciously remember to 
“count my many blessings, name them one by one, count my many blessings and see 
what God has done.” How do you form a memory of God’s faithfulness in your life, in 
your family? This is one of the ways we stay faithful to the God who leads us through 
the deep waters.  
  
Conquest of the Land (Joshua 6-11) 
 
 We come now the heart of the book of Joshua from chapters 6-11, where the 
Lord goes before His armies under Joshua’s command to rid the land of those who 
possess it and to give it to His people. It is unmistakenly clear that it is the Lord who 
fights the battle, and puts terror in the hearts of their enemies.  
 
 Let me get right to the heart of what probably emerges for many of us when we 
read this portion of Scripture. We are troubled by the picture of God we find here. 
Whether it be the familiar story of Joshua and the battle of Jericho, the destruction of 
the people Ai, the judgment upon Achan for taking things devoted to pagan deities, or 
the ruthless victories over the alliances of kings in the southern or northern portions of 
the land of Canaan, there is a picture of ruthless violence perpetrated by the hand of 
God. 
 
 After the walls of Jericho collapse from the seven days of circling the city, we are 
told that the army shouted and took the city. “They devoted the city to the Lord and 
destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and old, 
cattle, sheep and donkeys”. (Joshua 6:21). The only one spared was Rahab, the 
prostitute and her clan, because she had hidden the Israelite spies who had come to 
chart the land. She had sided with God’s people.  
 
 The next victim of the Israel’s conquest was the king and kingdom of Ai. The 
mopping up exercises are described like this: “When Israel had finished killing all the 
men of Ai in the fields and in the wilderness where they had chased them, and when 
every one of them had been put to the sword, all the Israelites returned to Ai and killed 
those who were in it” (Joshua 8:24). 
 
 The final postscript to this violence is recorded after the alliance of the northern 
kings has been vanquished. “For it was the Lord himself who hardened their hearts to 
wage war against Israel, so that he might destroy them totally, exterminating them 
without mercy, as the Lord had commanded Moses” (Joshua 11:20)  
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 Frankly, when I read these texts, I can’t help but wince. I find my chest heaving 
with a deep sigh and saying to the Lord, “Is this an accurate picture of you? If this is the 
inspired word of God, how am I to understand this? What am I missing here?” 
 
 To get some perspective, we must take a step back from the impact of these 
texts and put them into the larger picture of what the Lord was accomplishing here. The 
Lord God had chosen a people and a land to fulfill two broad purposes: 1. First, the 
people of Israel were to embody in their lives and society the character of the holy God 
whom they worshipped. God favored or placed his love upon them, so that He could 
place his life in them. The Ten Commandments follow the covenant of grace, so that 
those who would live by them would serve as a contrast society.  
 
 The people who occupied the land of Canaan were corrupt to the core. We know 
from archaeological findings that incest, bestiality, cultic prostitution and child sacrifice 
were common. The Lord could not allow any compromise with this lifestyle out of 
concern that the chosen people would wander after foreign deities, adopt their 
practices, begin in intermingle through intermarriage. If the Lord was going to create a 
people for Himself they needed to have a fresh, new way of life. 
 
 The story of Joshua is the story of the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God. 2. This 
leads to the second purpose for which Israel was selected. The Israelites were not just 
to be a holy huddle along this strip of Mediterranean land and live as isolationists. The 
Lord’s triumph over the Canaanites testified to the world that the God of Israel is the 
one, true and living God. They were to declare to the entire world the fame of God and 
the opportunity for all to come know Him. 
 
 The purposes God designed for Israel are the same purposes God has for the 
church. It was through Israel that a savior was to come to announce the formation of a 
kingdom as well. Jesus began his public ministry with this announcement, “The time has 
come. [or The Message translation says, “Time’s up]. The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). A new regime has landed. God had 
established a geographic nation in Israel, which was his beachhead. Now through Christ 
God has established a foothold for his Kingdom called the church. 
 
 The way you enter this kingdom is the same way they entered it in Joshua’s day, 
through repentance. Rahab and many others were spared because they aligned 
themselves with God’s purposes. Repentance is God’s wake up call. A choice of 
kingdoms is placed before us. There is no neutral territory. It is the kingdom of darkness 
or the kingdom of his beloved son. Make your choice. Grace is offered, but there are 
consequences if rejected. We have a very rose-colored view if we believe that Jesus 
didn’t offer some very strong words and state the consequences in drastic terms, if we 
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reject the offer of God. It was Jesus who spoke of “weeping and gnashing of teeth”, and 
“banishment into outer darkness” and “eternal punishment”.  
 
 We have the tendency to pit the God of the Old Testament against the God of 
the New Testament, as if the Old Testament God is this vengeful and harsh deity and 
the God of the New Testament is like a 60’s flower child. There is one God who is 
consistent throughout Scripture who describes Himself to Moses in Exodus 34, “The 
Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished” (Exodus 34:6-7) Our God is the perfect 
blend of graciousness and justice, love and holiness, which converge at the cross of 
Christ. The cross is a picture of the horror of which we humans are capable [we put him 
there], and the extent to which God’s love is willing to go to buy us back. God loves us 
so much that he meets the demands of his holiness through the just payment of sin by 
his only Son, so that if we believe in him we can receive mercy because our sin has 
been covered. But if we don’t take the gift offered, God will give us both what we 
deserve and desire.  
 
 These nations that occupied the promised land prior to Israel’s coming had heard 
the reputation of what Yahweh had done in Egypt and were given ample opportunity to 
bow before the God who had defeated the greatest power on earth. They chose their 
dark way of life and paid the consequences. There is no compromise with sin and evil. 
Even Jesus said these harsh words, “If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it 
out…if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut if off…” (Matthew 5:29-30). Alcoholics 
don’t hang around bars. If you have trouble with pornography, you don’t stay up late at 
night surfing on your computer. Radical surgery is needed. You don’t play with cancer, 
you cut it out. Perhaps this picture of God offends us because we have become very 
selective and soft when it comes to our view of God.  
 
Choose This Day (Joshua 23-24) 
 
 This leads us to the closing speech that Joshua gives at the end of the book and 
close of his life. In Joshua 23 and 24, the Israelites have consolidated their victory and 
settled into a relatively quiet period. It has been 20 years since Joshua’s last battle, and 
now at the age of 110, he is ready for his final oration.  I once did a sermon series I 
entitled, “The Last Words of Dying Men.” When someone comes to the end of their 
days, you are going to get what is closest and dearest to their heart.  
 
 Joshua assembles all the tribes of Israel for his final address. The leaders of each 
of the tribes present themselves before God. The first thing Joshua does is to rehearse 
the history of God’s activity for the last 550 years. He tells the story that the Lord has 
been writing in the affairs of human beings and how they stand it the stream of that 
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same story. He brings to bear the weight and flow of this history upon the people 
starting with Abraham’s call from beyond the Euphrates Rivers when they worshipped 
others gods. The Lord brought Abraham to this very land that they now occupy and 
produced descendants of Isaac and Jacob who went down to Egypt. But God through 
Moses and Aaron brought the people out and delivered them from the Egyptian chariots. 
Then the Lord finally carried them through the wilderness to the East side of the Jordan 
River, the land of the Amorites. He protected you there and defeated your enemies until 
the time was right to cross the Jordan. You know that it was the Lord who gave you this 
land, not your own prowess as warriors. You received a land of vineyards and olives 
groves that you did not plant.  
 
 Why is Joshua rehearsing this history? What is there about a legacy that causes 
us to feel its weight and tradition and that draws the best out of us? There is no more 
storied and historic football program than Norte Dame’s. They have the no. 1 fan base 
in the country, and wherever they play, green populates the stands. They play off their 
tradition each year with what is called the “Ceremony of the Jerseys”. This is the time 
when the new freshmen recruits are presented with the jersey and the number that they 
will wear for the next four years. When each player is brought forth to receive his 
uniform, a scroll is unrolled to reveal the legends who have worn that number, complete 
with the awards and degrees they received. What a heritage to live up to! The implicit 
message is, “I had better give it all that I have for now I have a tradition to uphold and 
a legacy to leave behind.” 
 
  Joshua brings the people to the present moment. It is their time to leave it on 
the field. All of that history now bears down upon them. In due time they will take their 
place in the stands, but now they are on field, just as we are. This is our time. “Now 
fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness…choose this day whom you will 
serve…As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:14-17). 
 
 “Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods!...We too will serve the Lord because he is our God.’” (Joshua 24:16, 18)    
 
 That choice is presented to us. Can we say with honesty, “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord!” What evidence would we give to confirm this? Is the 
Scripture honored in our life and our home? Is prayer prominent? Is it the desire of our 
heart to live in a way that pleases God? Am I ruthless in rooting out the habits of body, 
mind and spirit that are not pleasing to God? Do I live in reverent fear before a holy God 
who gives and takes away life? Do I make priority time for other believers and 
opportunities to serve? 
 
 Whenever I think of living in awe, reverence or honor before the Lord, I think of 
times when I have been at ceremonies honoring retiring pastors. Friends usually stand 
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and extol the accomplishments and characteristics of the individual. Invariably I find 
myself projecting to this point in life and think, how am I living in a such a way that I 
won’t live with regret? Have I lived with the kind of abandon that God has called me to? 
Am I fulfilling the purpose for which I have been created before God? These are the 
questions that Joshua presents to us that we each must answer.  
  
   
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


