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The Enduring Story 
 
I want to invite you to think with me today and in the days to come upon a compelling story.  I 
recognize that life is full of all kinds of stories clamoring for our attention.  There are romantic 
ones and dramatic ones, funny ones and tragic ones, poetic stories and political stories, mystery 
tales and biographies, stories of violence, vice, and virtue.  But the story I’m asking you to think 
on with me is more important than any of these.  I say that because this great story draws all 
of the various storylines of our lives together.  It helps us to understand them, to handle them 
and, if necessary to rewrite our other stories.  In other words, I am inviting you to come with 
me as we explore the greatest story ever told. 
 
I recognize that this is a brash statement.  Who’s to say one story is greater than another.  
Stories get churned out every day and from lots of points of view.  They are happening all the 
time and across all time.  The words of stories are like people or like the stuff that grows in 
your yard.  They spring up, burn out, and disappear.  Long ago, a writer named Isaiah 
despaired about that.  Isaiah was what history has called a “prophet.”  The aim of every 
prophet is to produce words that will move people and change society.  Isaiah felt called to 
shout out some significant, lasting, life-changing words, but he’d begun to feel like maybe it 
didn’t matter. 
 
“A voice says, ‘Cry out.’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All men are like grass, and all 
their glory is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass.” In 
other words, sooner or later, every body’s story fades away.  So why bother telling stories?  
Nobody’s story, no life’s story endures.  And then it hits Isaiah:  That’s not entirely true. There 
is something which does last. There is something which keeps springing up, renewing life, in 
every generation.  So Isaiah goes on: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the 
Word of our God stands forever” (Isaiah 40:6-8). 
 
2800 years later, we are still reading what Isaiah wrote because Isaiah was right about this.  
Over these nearly 3000 years, most other stories have withered and fallen away, but Isaiah’s 
words live on because his words were a part of God’s Word, and so they keep standing.  That is 
true of all the other words in this volume of stories that history has revered so greatly that it 
has simply titled it “THE BIBLE” (literally, “THE BOOK”).  Not everyone has thought this 
storybook so GREAT, of course.  Tyrants have tried to burn it.  Authorities have tried to ban it.  
Whole generations have tried to bypass it.  But like no story you’ll ever find in Oprah’s Book 
Club or the newspaper bestseller lists, the Bible keeps resurfacing.  It keeps reestablishing its 
relevance.  The Bible keeps getting rediscovered and reclaimed, making it the best-selling book 
of all time.  Why is this? 
 

Why Does the Bible Stand? 
 
Part of the reason I’ve already touched on.  In this book you find literature to suit every interest 
– from poetry to politics to philosophy.  The Bible’s 66 books are an entire library under one 
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cover.  It is a collection of wisdom like no other. 
 
Another cause for its appeal is the extraordinary diversity of life situations it addresses.  You 
meet prophets, as we’ve just heard, but also the life of prostitutes, politicians, and peasants all 
showing up on the Bible storyline.  You find innocent kids and repentant criminals, homemakers 
and business leaders, all being met and touched and used by God.  Inside the pages of this 
Story, you encounter dynamic community organizers and former prisoners of war.  You run into 
people of profound faith and those who shake their fist at the heavens and a lot of people who 
do both.  This Story is packed with persons of different race, languages, and cultural values, 
wrestling it out.  It depicts people trying to make a life for themselves amidst weather disasters, 
wars, and economic downturns.  It shows us marvelous friendships and faithful families, 
alongside troubled kids and challenging marriages.  In other words, this is a very large story 
that gathers together all the smaller stories that make up real life.  There is not a person who 
cannot find him or himself and the important issues of our lives in the pages of this book. 
 
But there is a further reason why the Bible still stands in a category all its own.  Listen to these 
words from one of the Bible’s inspired writers, a medical doctor named Luke: “Many have 
undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 
just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses 
and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you… so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been 
taught” (Luke 1:1-4 TNIV). 
 
When Luke says, we’ve written down “the things that have been fulfilled among us… so 
that you may know the certainty of the things you’ve been taught,” he is delivering 
TWO very important ideas to us.  First, he is telling us that the Bible comes to us to give us 
“certainty.”  We live in a world where many say that nothing is certain, that all ideas are 
relative, that reality is like a rolling sea.  All is unpredictability and opinion.  But the message of 
this Storybook is that there ARE some certainties in life.  There is a “rock” of truth (Matthew 
7:24-29) on which you can build the house of your life and stake your future -- and this book 
comes to tell us about that. 
 
The second crucial idea advanced by Luke here is that this Bible isn’t just an interesting 
collection of stories.  It is the statement of a purpose being “fulfilled among us.”  It is 
actually a complex narrative that is going somewhere.  The people and events you meet here 
are like the individual dots of ink on a page or like the pixels you see on a video screen when 
you zoom in very close.  But if you back out, if you can see things from God’s perspective from 
beginning to end, you can see that all these individual stories actually form one great Storyline 
with one great message.  More importantly, this line points to one great Person.  The content of 
that large, long message and Who it is pointing us to is what I’m going to start to unpack for us 
next week.  Suffice it to say that if you were to reduce the whole storyline down to one Bottom 
Line, you’d have to say that the Bible is a love story.  The Bible is the greatest story ever told 
because it helps us discover the greatest savior who ever loved and how he still reaches out to 
people – people like you me. 
 

Follow the Storyline 
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The question I want to pose for you today is: How well do you know the Bible storyline?  It 
could be quite well.  But maybe you’ve tried to read it before and found it hard to understand.  
Perhaps you got part way through and then gave up.  Maybe you’ve done some spot reading 
but really don’t get how it all fits together.  Perhaps you’ve wished you knew how to explain it 
to your kids better or where it really meets your life.  Maybe you just know people for whom 
this is true! 
 
Whatever the case, I invite you to come experience the Storyline this year.  At Christ Church, 
we’re spending the next nine months walking through the Bible, cover to cover.  Each week 
we’re going to look at one or more of the major characters and the big ideas of the Bible. Our 
goal is to give you by the end of the year a wonderfully comprehensive, personal, and practical 
understanding of how the great storyline of the Bible intersects with the storyline of your life. 
 
To help with this, we’re supplying each week a printed STUDY GUIDE to give you a place to 
take notes, and some questions to stimulate your further thinking.  On those sheets you’re 
going to get a BOTTOM LINE INSIGHT for living from each of the lessons and a specific WALK 
THE LINE SUGGESTION to envision where you might put what you learn into personal practice.   
 
We’re also offering in our Bookstore a convenient STORYLINE NOTEBOOK to store all of this in, 
packed with Bible Study helps, a reading list, and some other great resources.  As today’s WALK 
THE LINE suggestion describes, let this year be the one when you read your way through the 
Bible all the way from Genesis to Revelation.   
 
To further assist with that, you also might want to pick up a copy of this new version of the 
Bible, simply entitled THE STORY.  This book contains the familiar text of Today’s New 
International Version of the Bible, but with two key differences.  First, it paraphrases and 
condenses some of those passages where people often lose their motivation to keep reading.  
Secondly, the STORY Bible puts the scriptural stories in chronological order, so you get a sense 
of how the history actually flows.  You are certainly welcome to read in your own personal copy 
of the Scriptures, but you may find this supplementary resource helpful.  We’ll be paralleling the 
chapters of this book in our Sunday messages. 
 
Let me make one more important invitation.  You know, it’s been my own personal experience 
that God’s truth becomes even more transforming in my life when I have partners with whom 
to process it.  If you’re already part of one of our LIFE Groups or have some other small group 
where you are sharing this journey, then you’re obviously on to this secret.  If you don’t have a 
group of partners like that, let somebody on the church staff know that or stop by one of the 
Connection Tables on Sundays.  We’d love to help you find some growth partners.  
 

Why We So Need This Story 
 
Between now and next Sunday, I’m asking you to read the first nine chapters of the Book of 
Genesis.  That’s going to our focus next week and if you’ve read it in advance, you’ll get a lot 
more out of our study.  But I also encourage you to take a good look at the first seventeen 
verses of Second Timothy chapter three.  It’s one of the passages you’re asked to look at in the 
Study Guide for this week.  In that text, the Apostle Paul was writing to a young disciple named 
Timothy, giving him wise counsel on how to draw close to God while living in a world that was –
- even then – terribly troubled.   
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“Don’t be naïve,” Paul said.  This world will drag you down and destroy the work of God in 
you if you don’t take careful precautions.  I would say to you the same thing.  “Don’t be 
naïve.”  The pull of this world is enormously powerful.  It is still very much like the world that 
Paul and Timothy lived in – arguably, even more so.  “Don’t be naïve.”  No president, no 
preacher, is going to protect you from what is trying to fly its way into your soul.  Only God can 
do this and he has given you and me his enduring Word to equip us for the journey ahead.   
 
Remember, says Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, “Every part of Scripture is God-breathed.”  In 
other words, this Story has God’s power for life in it.  Read it daily, because it is “useful one 
way or another.”  Paul then goes on to describe some fo the specific ways it IS useful.  It’s 
useful in “showing us truth.”  The Bible shows us the most important truth – the truth about 
the God who created us all – his presence, promises, and pathway.  The Scriptures are useful, 
secondly, for “exposing our rebellion.”   The Bible reveals why, where, and how human 
beings turn away from God and get themselves into trouble.  But the Scriptures are also useful 
for “correcting our mistakes,” says Paul.  The Bible tells us how to find our way back to the 
healthy path.  Finally, the Bible is also useful for “training us to live God's way.”   This great 
Story book instructs us in the training disciplines we need to live the athletic life of discipleship.  
The text ends, “Through the Word we are put together and shaped up” [literally, 
“equipped”] “for the tasks God has for us.”   
 
The question is:  Is there any sense in which you need to be “put together”?  Is there any 
aspect of your character or relationships that need to be “shaped up”?  Would you like to be 
better equipped to take on the tasks God has for you in your home, workplace, and world?  
Would you?  Then listen with me as I close with this final story. 
 
The story is told of an old man who lived on a farm with his young grandson.  Each morning, 
Grandpa got early and sat at the kitchen table reading from his old worn-out Bible. His 
grandson, wanting to be just like him, tried to imitate the older man. "Papa, I try to read the 
Bible just like you but I don't understand it, and what I do understand I forget as soon as I 
close the book.”  The Grandfather quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and said, "Take 
this coal basket down to the river and bring back a basket of water."  
 
The boy did as he was told, even though all the water leaked out before he could get back to 
the house. The grandfather chuckled and said, "You will have to move a little faster next time," 
and sent him back to the river with the basket to try again. This time the boy ran faster, but 
again the basket was empty before he returned home. After several more heroic attempts, the 
boy said, "See Papa, it's useless!" "So you think it is useless?" the old man said with a wry 
smile.  "Look at the basket."  The young man looked and for the first time realized that 
something was different. The dirty old coal basket was discernibly cleaner now. "Son,” the older 
man said, “that's what happens when you read the Bible. You might not understand or 
remember everything, but when you read it, it changes you from the inside out.” 
 
Do you want to be changed?  Do you want to get cleaner from the inside out?  Do you want to 
be equipped for the life for which you were made?  Then read your Bible.  Join us in worship.  
Find some partners.  Invite someone else along.  Come discover the greatest story ever told – 
the story of God’s life-changing love – pouring out, reaching out, through this Book, to renew 
you and me. 
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Prayer of Dedication 

 
O God, giver of truth and grace, as we begin this study of the great storyline of the Bible, 
illumine our minds, open our hearts, fill up our souls.  Help us remember that we do not live by 
bread alone but by every word that proceeds from your mouth.  For this we pray in the name of 
thy holy Word, thy living water, made flesh.  Amen. 


