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I’M HOME! 
Living the Good and Faithful Life 

Text: Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Three Foundational Ideas 
 
The Parable of the Talents advances three key ideas that are simple to state and much 
tougher to live into.  The FIRST idea is that God is the Master of creation and the Owner 
of all.  It is hard for us to grasp is that God has never transferred ownership of what He 
has made over to people.  We do not have title to this life.  We are not entitled to what 
we get in this life.  All of it is God’s, a moment-by-moment grace.   
 
The SECOND key idea is that God has kindly entrusted to people the temporary 
stewardship of his resources -- symbolized in this parable by the word “talents.”  Today 
we think of talents as abilities.  In biblical times, talents were a unit of currency.  The 
uniting concept is that a talent is any ability or capacity you have, on-loan from God.  As 
John Calvin writes: “The talents which we possess are not from ourselves… [for] our 
very existence is nothing but a subsistence in God alone.”1   
 
The Bible says that we are called to use our talents not as “owners” but as “stewards.”  
The Greek word for “steward” is like our word “supervisor” or “manager.”2  It implies 
someone whose job it is to use the resources of the company according to the Owner’s 
values and plan.  A steward doesn’t take the job for granted.  She also knows that there 
will be a review of how she’s managed what she’s been given.  This is the THIRD key.  
 
The Master goes off on a “journey,” says Jesus.  The idea is that he is not hovering 
over his employees, micro-managing and controlling them.  He trusts them.  He wants 
them to experiment, to learn.  But the Master is coming back and, when He returns, he 
will evaluate how “faithful” his stewards have been.  He’ll ask: “Have you invested and 
managed the talents I’ve entrusted to you in accordance with my values and plans?”  As 
St. Paul puts it: “It is required in stewards, that a [person] be found faithful.”3  In 
other words, Ownership leads to Stewardship leads to Evaluation.  Are you with me so 
far? 
 
The question then becomes: What does faithfulness mean in practice?  How can we 
increase the likelihood that the Master, when He returns, will look right into our eyes and 
say to you and to me: “Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Can you imagine how 
wonderful that will feel? So what does faithfulness with talents -- in the biblical sense of 
managing our money in accordance with the interests of God – what does it really 
mean?   
 

Be Faithful With All Your Resources 
 
Well, for ONE thing, it means that we are called to be faithful with ALL of our resources.  
If you hang around a church very much, you will hear people talking about tithing – 
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about intentionally committing 10% of your income to the work of God’s Temple.  You 
may commit all 10% to your local church or, as Amy and I do, spread it out across a 
couple of ministries.  It’s your way of honoring the specific commandment of God in 
Malachi 3:10 and elsewhere, the one that says: “Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house.”  Tithing is what you and I do to 
supply the house of God that feeds the faithful.  But faithful stewardship means even 
more.  
 
Can you imagine plowing $100,000 into a kid’s college education and then, four years 
later, your son or daughter says to you: “Well, I was able to make it to a tenth of my 
classes, but I had a really good time!”  How about dropping off $30 bucks at the drive-
through pay window to cover a meal for the whole car-full, then driving along to the pick-
up window, and the waitress says: “Well, here’s your $3 worth of French fries and $27 
worth of straws!”  Imagine investing 10 grand with your broker last January to buy that 
Google stock when it was trading for hardly anything and at the end of the year he says: 
“Well, you’ll be happy to know that I invested 10% of it, and that other $9,000 really 
helped on my vacation!”  What are you going to say? 
 
Are you crazy!?  Were you unclear on the concept!?  Don’t you see, you were supposed 
to use ALL of it in accordance with the plan!?  And this is God’s plan: Our whole lives 
are God’s trust to us and to the world He loves.  All our talents are God’s trust to us -- to 
be used in accordance with his Kingdom’s values and priorities.  10% goes into the 
ministries that keep feeding the world with that vision.  But the other 90% is still meant 
to be invested in God honoring way.  Does the way I’ve spent money on my house, my 
car, my entertainments, clothes and jewelry honor God’s desires?  When the Master 
comes home and asks me, “What did you do with what I gave you, O steward?” what 
am I going to say?  I will confess to you that the very process of studying God’s 
teaching on these things of late has convicted me in some fresh ways. As far along as I 
think I’ve been on the stewardship front -- I have changes to make.  How about you? 
 

Be Faithful With Others’ Resources 
 
Howard Dayton points out that because God has also entrusted talents to a lot of other 
stewards too, it is important to remember, SECONDLY, that we are called to 
faithfulness in the use of other people’s resources, as well.   One of the things I most 
admire about our church’s Board of Trustees or of Dave Melvin, who oversees church 
expenses, is how often they’ll ask:  “Is this a good use of the church’s resources?  
Would the members be pleased to know we were investing their trust in this way?”  We 
don’t always have universal agreement on how that question is answered.  Sometimes 
there are competing goods at stake, but the question is always the right one.  Are we 
using other people’s resources faithfully?  Again, how about you? 
 
How do you treat rental cars?  Does it matter to you whether or not you turn the lights 
off in the office or motel room as you leave?  Do you clean up after yourself in public 
places?  What condition do you return something you’ve borrowed?  How freely do you 
use or remove office supplies?  What do you throw away or recycle?  What do you 
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teach your children about such things?  As trivial as these matters appear, they are not 
inconsequential.  They declare our sense of ownership and stewardship.  In Luke 16:12 
Jesus says: “If you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who 
will give you property of your own?”  Howard Dayton remarks: “I am certain some 
people have not been given more of their own to manage] because they have been 
[less than faithful] with the possessions of others.” 

 
Be Faithful With Whatever Resources 

 
Which brings me to a THIRD observation:  We are also called to be faithful no matter 
how much we have.  Did you notice that the Master gave different numbers of talents to 
the three servants? The text says that he gave them “each according to his ability” – 
presumably, their ability to manage well.  What’s even more interesting is that while 
each servant received something different, the reward to the steward of five talents and 
the steward of two was exactly the same.  “You have been faithful with a few things; 
I will put you in charge of many things.”   
 
Do you ever get to thinking, “One of these days, I’m going to finally have enough to 
really honor God with my money.”  But Jesus says that the issue is not “What would I do 
to please God if I had a million bucks to invest?”  It’s “When presented with the choice 
between an unnecessary purchase and an investment in something that matters more, 
what will I do with the $50 I actually have?”  In Luke 16:10, Jesus says, I tell you: 
"Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.”   
 
In the congregation I served right out of seminary were a couple named Rye and Alfred 
Taylor.  They were not people of great means, but they dedicated their lives to serving 
others in their work and with their possessions, giving sacrificially and often taking 
strangers into their home.  Alfred’s great-grandfather had been the famed missionary 
statesman, Hudson Taylor, and his values had clearly rubbed off on his family.  The 
older Taylor once said this: “Small things are small things. But faithfulness with a small 
thing is a big thing.”  The widow’s mite and Bill Gates billions are both BIG things, when 
used faithfully.  They are evidences that the Master can trust that steward with more. 
 

God Wants To Entrust the Faithful With More 
 
God wants to trust his servants with more.  If there is any message that is clear from the 
Parable of the Talents it is that God enjoys giving his talents to faithful people.  He 
evaluates in order to give more. You can just see the Master in Christ’s story brimming 
over with pleasure, can’t you, as he says to the first two servants: “Great job.  Here, 
please take more.  Come and share your master's happiness!”  God is a life-giver 
and a love-extender and He’s ever-pleased to trust with more of His resources those 
who live and love like Him.  He just thrills at finding people who want to spend 
themselves like He does. 
 
Did you notice that the third servant didn’t get this?  He saw God as basically stingy and 
grasping.  “I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown 
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and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your talent in the ground.”  For the longest time, I felt sorry for this one-talent 
guy.  He didn’t have much.  He had this really hard boss.  I thought, who could blame 
him for playing it safe?  But then I realized, he was just wrong.  He was simply wrong 
about the Master’s character.  In truth, the third servant was confessing his own 
character.  He was the one expecting to harvest where he had not sown and to gather 
where he had not scattered seed.  He was expecting to be blessed in spite of investing 
little.  Which servant are we most like? 
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The Use of Money Reveals and Reshapes Hearts 
 
There is a reason that God is so concerned about money.  There is a reason why, next 
to the theme of the Kingdom of God, the management of money is the subject Jesus 
talks most frequently about.  It’s for two reasons.  First, it is because money reveals our 
heart.  Jesus said in Matthew 6:21, “Where your treasure is, there I’ll find your 
heart.”  How we manage money tells us and God what we truly believe about God’s 
character and what is truly going on in our own character.  If we believe that God is 
basically uncommitted to anyone but himself and his circle, we will be too.  If our 
character is basically inwardly turned, we’ll progress little in our experience of God. 
 
You see, money is the chief rival to God.  We will either seek our security, our identity, 
our joy in life from burying money in ourselves or we will seek these same things from 
putting our money in service to God’s kingdom.  That is why changing the way we 
spend money is the key to reshaping our heart.  No spiritual discipline is more powerful 
in its reorienting effect on our hearts, than a change in the way we manage money.  It 
alters our source of security.  It alters our sense of identity.  It alters our experience of 
joy as nothing else in this world can do.  It’s why Jesus kept talking about it.  It’s why we 
have to if we want to enter into the life abundant that Jesus invites us to.4 
 
But there is a last reason.  There’s going to come a time when we will hear a different 
key turn.  We will hear the door open and the voice of the Master sing out: “I’m home!”  
What are you and I going to feel at that moment?  May it be that we run into His arms 
like children who’ve been at their Father’s work all the day long, only to hear Him say, 
“Well done, well done!  With all that you had, with what others’ had, with whatever you 
had, you’ve been so faithful.  Come and be happy.  For I have to share with you even 
more.” 
 
Our God and Father, you are the Owner of it all.  You have made us stewards of it all.  
We dare to believe that the happiness you have planned is not simply for the final day of 
Evaluation but for every day.  Help us to be good and faithful.  Reshape our hearts we 
pray, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
                                                 
1 John Calvin, The Institutes of the Christian Religion, I.I.I. 
2 Adam and Eve were the stewards of the Garden of Eden – commissioned with responsibility for caring for the 

garden and all of its creatures.  Joseph was the steward of, first, Potiphar’s household, and then of the entire grain 
supply of Pharoah during a time of famine.  Nehemiah was the steward of the affairs of Persia’s great king, 
Artaxerxes, and then of Jerusalem itself.  Psalm 8:6 teaches that God has given humanity a fundamental stewarding 
role over all that he has made.  “You [God] made [Man] ruler over the works of your hands; you put 
everything under his [authority].” 

3 1 Corinthians 4:2 
4 “Money, most common of temporal things, involves uncommon and eternal consequences.  Even though it may be 

done quite unconsciously, money molds people – in the process of getting it, of saving it, of using it, of giving it, 
of accounting for it.  Depending upon how it is handled, it proves a blessing or a curse to its possessor; either the 
person becomes master of the money, or the money becomes master of the person.  Our Lord takes money, the 
thing that… sometimes seems so sordid, and he makes it a touchstone to test the lives of people and an instrument 
for molding them into the likeness of himself.” (David McConaughy, Money, the Acid Test) 


