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HEROES OF THE RESISTANCE 
Living for Christ in a Hostile World 

Text:  Matthew 5:1-12 
 
I 
 

We began last week a two-part study of the famous Beatitudes of Jesus, found at the 
start of the Sermon on the Mount.  Matthew 5 tells us that “when [Jesus] saw the 
crowds [who were following him], he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: 
‘Blessed are…’” 
 
Now, as I explained last week, part of the difficulty that many people have with 
understanding the teaching of Christ that follows these words has to do with a basic 
misunderstanding about the nature of this word “blessed.”  Like the Greeks before us, 
we often associate the word “blessed” with the idea of being happy or carefree.  When 
Jesus uses the word, however, he is using it with the meaning that the Hebrew people 
attached to it.  In their understanding, to be “blessed” was to be “in the right path” to 
meet God and fulfill his kingdom’s character. 
 
We began to get a sense of this last week, as we studied the first four Beatitudes.  
These Beatitutes are especially concerned with those life circumstances where someone 
meets God.  Conditions like poverty of spirit, mourning, meekness, or spiritual hunger 
certainly don’t feel blessed in the “happy” sense; but the fact is that they put us in the 
path to encounter God as few other life experiences can.  When we’re poor, we become 
open to looking beyond ourselves to what only God can do. When we’re mourning, we 
become aligned with the grief he feels over the pain of sin and a broken world.  When 
we’re meek, we are brought in sync with his way of using power.  And when we’re 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness – we are finally in a position to be really 
filled. 
 
Today we’re going to look at the last four Beatitudes.  In this part of Christ’s teaching, 
Jesus describes four particular ways of being or living in the world that have less to do 
with meeting God and more to do with advancing his kingdom’s character in the world.  
The unstated backdrop for Christ’s words here is that you are I are living in a world that 
is hostile to the way of God’s kingdom.  We’re living in a land that has been overrun by 
Enemy forces, where many people are now subject to living by the rule of a kingdom 
that is opposite to the way of God.  In these last four Beatitudes, Jesus is describing 
what it will look like for you and me to heroically resist the way of living that has now 
become common in this land.  He describes here FOUR practical ways of resistance and 
a set of particular promises to those who will faithfully serve his Kingdom’s cause, in 
spite of the risks such service entails.  The question, this teaching of Jesus asks us, is:  
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“Does are way of being in this world suggest that we are on the Lord’s side of the great 
struggle going on in this world, or have we already surrendered to the way of the 
Enemy?”  
 

II 
 
Are you, for example, someone whom others might call "merciful?"   In this regard I 
think of the example of Peter Miller, a Baptist pastor during the Revolutionary War, who 
enjoyed the friendship of General George Washington.  Although Miller had few 
enemies, one of them was a man by the name of Michael Wittman, an unscrupulous 
character who did all in his power to oppose and abuse the pastor.  As it happened, the 
day came when Wittman's malevolence led him into an act of treason against his 
country, for which he  was arrested, and then sentenced to death. 
 
I suppose it is natural to assume that Peter Miller rejoiced in the downfall of his enemy.  
After all, that is the way of the world, is it not -- to feel delight at the hurts and failings 
of the people who hurt and fail us, particularly when we trying to do right?  But the 
very naturalness of that response is why what Peter Miller really did, stands out as one 
blazing example of Christian resistance to the ways of this world. 
 
I’m told that the elderly preacher left his home, and walked alone more than seventy 
miles to Philadelphia, not to watch the hanging, mind you; but in order to find George 
Washington and plead for the traitor's life.  Washington is said to have replied:  "No, 
Peter, I cannot grant you the life of your friend."  "But he is not my friend," said Miller.  
"He is the bitterest enemy I have."  "What?!" said the General.  "You've walked 70 
miles to save the life of your enemy?  Well, that puts things in a different light.  I will 
grant that pardon."  And so, history records, he did. 
 
I've read that Miller walked all the way back home to Ephrata Pennsylvania, but this 
time no longer alone.  In his company was a new friend, Michael Wittman by name; 
and, dare I say, an old but unseen friend: one who himself once went to the bar on 
behalf of those who deserved nothing but justice, yet cried out "Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). 
 
Chances are there is a person in your life right now who has wounded you to the point 
where you might like to see him or her get what's coming to them.  You and I might 
say that judgment seems only natural, and it is.  But now and then there comes along 
one who resists what is natural and lives instead by what is divine.  Jesus says, that 
those who exercise mercy are "in the right path."  They are in the right path not simply 
because in their mercy they imitate God most fully;  but also because when that day 
comes when he or she stands before the judgment seat themselves, they will have the 
favor of the supreme General himself.  "Blessed are the merciful," said Jesus, "for 
they will receive mercy."  Are you in that company? 
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III 
 
"Blessed [too] are the pure in heart,” says Jesus, “for they will see God."  To 
make clear the implications of that Beatitude, let me suggest an experiment to you.  
The next time you're at a party or out with a group of friends who are intent on getting 
high or drunk, try telling them that you'll be abstaining because you've discovered that 
chemicals like those limit your capacity to think clearly.  Or when one of the guys on 
the golf course or at work next begins to tell an off-color joke, humbly say that that 
you'd prefer not to hear it because you find it distorts your view of women.   Or the 
next time conversation with the girls turns to shredding someone behind her back, 
quietly request that we change subjects because you've found that gossip hurts your 
capacity to love that person freely.   
 
Isn't the reason that most of us get very uncomfortable at the mere suggestion of such 
an "experiment" is because we already know the results?  Those who work at keeping 
their hearts free of impurities will usually receive the same amount of popular acclaim 
as those who choose the way of Jesus over the way of vengeance where justice and 
mercy is concerned; that is, very little.  And yet what a shame that is.  Because, you 
see, the thoughts and influences we allow to bombard our hearts do affect our view of 
reality and our capacity to be effective in this war. 
 
All day long, the Enemy transmits into our hearts and homes a blinding stream of  
propaganda.  Amidst all that is good and helpful in the media, we are constantly 
bombarded with demoralizing messages about how much happier we would be if we 
had more hair, money, gadgets, or beer; and we wonder why we often feel so 
inadequate?  Every evening we are subjected to a seemingly endless record of casual 
sex and graphic violence; and we're surprised when our young people don't seem to 
take the dangers of either very seriously?  From the talk-shows to the sitcoms, we are 
fed a diet of pathological soap-opera quality relationships; and we wonder why more of 
us don't know what a healthy one even looks like anymore? 
 
In light of what is poured into our heads and hearts day in and day out, is it any 
wonder that we struggle to perceive or understand a holy God?  In the words of C.S. 
Lewis: "The instrument through which you see God is your whole self.  And if a man's 
self is not kept clean and bright, his glimpse of God will be blurred -- like the Moon 
seen through a dirty telescope."1 Thus says Jesus: "blessed" are those who resist the 
flow of the culture -- who work to keep their hearts pure, who focus themselves upon 
that which is “true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent or 
praiseworthy” (Phil 4:8) -- "for they shall see God."  What are you filling your 
mind and imagination with these days as you serve on the front lines of this War? 
 

IV 
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To a mindset of mercy and a passion for purity, Jesus identifies a third attribute of 
those who have joined his sacred Resistance.  "Blessed," he says, "are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God."  I think many of us have 
misunderstood this Beatitude, largely because we haven't fully grasped the crucial 
distinction between being a peacemaker and being merely a peacekeeper.  What's the 
difference you might ask?   
 
A peacekeeper is the person who works to keep things quiet, even if that means 
appeasing the local bully.  A peacemaker is the one who works to establish long-term 
harmony, even if that means confronting a bully with the truth.  A peacekeeper is the 
person who rules with an iron fist in order to keep everyone under control.  A 
peacemaker is the one who leads with an open hand in order to build a common vision 
and trust.  To paraphrase author Frederick Buechner, a peacemaker knows that 
genuine peace is "not the absence of struggle, but the presence of love."2   
 
As with mercy, and with purity of heart, Jesus is our ultimate model in this BE-Attitude.  
We see him turning over the tables of the moneychangers in the temple, lambasting 
the pharisees, decrying the moral decay of his society, simply because Jesus loved 
people far too much to merely keep the peace by silence.   At other times, we watch 
him refusing to take up a sword to save his own life, allowing his disciples to blunder 
around in absolute chaos, leading by invitation rather than decree, simply because he 
loved people far too much to keep the peace by force.  The call of Jesus to you and me 
is to do likewise -- to resist the ways of man, to work to make peace with truth and 
grace, and to thereby continue the ministry of the Son, now fulfilled by you and me as 
"children of God."  
 

V 
 
But be ye warned before you try:  the world is every bit as hard on peacemakers, as it 
is on the pure in heart, as it is on the merciful. In fact, I would go so far as to say that 
if Someone were to walk this earth who possessed in His person the concentration of 
those three very attributes, it would present to the world such a force of resistance to 
its ways that the only response that women and men could give would be to throw 
themselves into His everlasting service, or nail Him to a cross. 
 
Still there are people willing to join his sacred resistance.  Are you willing to be one of 
them?  Make no mistake about it, you won't get a medal for being merciful in this 
world.  No one in our society will give you a field promotion for being pure in heart.  
You will probably never hear much martial praise for being a peacemaker.  For doing 
these things you may in fact be branded a wimp, a prude, a troublemaker. 
 
But, lest that frighten you from enlisting, let me say my friends, I swear there are 
moments when I hear the roll of distant drums and the sound of those trumpets on 
high which shall greet you one day with a hero's welcome.  There are instants when I 
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can almost see the look of pride in the eyes of those legions of faithful soldiers who 
even now from the gallery of heaven cheer the valor of those like you who will not walk 
passively into this world’s dark night.  There are moments when we can feel the press 
of the Commander's strong hand on our shoulders, and hear those words from his lips 
which shall one day make all that we have suffered on his behalf in these days seem 
but a prelude to glory:  "Well done, good and faithful soldier," the Lord shall say. "For 
blessed are you who were persecuted on my account and for righteousness 
sake... Come claim the great reward... for yours is the kingdom of heaven." 
 
Let us pray... 
 
Great and glorious God, when we gaze upon the courageous life of Jesus, it humbles 
us.  We hear him standing before God asking that mercy be extended to us, of all 
people.  We see him maintaining a purity of heart that fills us with a desire to change 
our ways.  We find him stretching out his arms to make peace between each of us and 
twixt us and you.  And we are humbled even more.  Grant, dear Lord, such courage to 
each of us, that we might go forth this week, and bring honor to His name.  Whether it 
be by advancing the cause of mercy, purity, or peace -- make us loyal soldiers of thy 
sacred resistance we pray.  For the sake of thy son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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HEROES OF THE RESISTANCE 
Living for Christ in a Hostile World 

Text:  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

The BE Attitudes (Part 2) 
 
 
1. Which of the last four Beatitudes do you find the easiest path to walk?  Explain. 
 

 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  
 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called [children] of God.  
 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 
 
2. Which of these paths do you find the hardest way to walk?  Why do you think that 

is so? 
 
 
 
3. What is one attitude you hold or way of living that you exhibit that represents active 

resistance to the kingdoms of this world and loyalty to the Kingdom of God? 
 
 
 

4. Who do admire as a “hero of the resistance”?  What in particular do you admire 
about that person? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p.44. 
2 Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking, p.69. 


