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God Gene 
 
 Here’s the question for today.  Is ‘religion’ just part of an evolutionary process? The implication 
is that if you ‘close your eyes long enough that, poof, ‘religion and the God gene that creates it’ 
will go the way of the dinosaurs?  Needed no more.  Unnecessary. 
 
The new atheists argue that ‘religion’ in all its shapes and forms is an agonizing, albeit 
necessary step that man and womankind are trudging through in order to get to what’s next.  
This too, they will knowingly and thoughtfully, proclaim ... this too will pass. 
 
Although, we’re not entirely sure about ‘what next’ might be some new agers, distant cousins to 
both believers and atheists, maintain that we will evolve into a state of consciousness that is 
akin to  ‘godlikeness’ and then ...ta da ..cosmic drum roll please...we will have achieved our 
destiny ...all will be well ...what ails us will disappear ...the mankind that was will become the 
mankind that is... 
 
If you ever wake up some morning and read a headline that says I’ve morphed into God 
...accept the fact that humankind has...no place to go but up. 
 
Of course, some already claim to be more than human -godlike.  I love the letter a little boy 
wrote. 
 
 Dear God. 
 
 My dad thinks he is you.  Please straighten him out. 
 
 Love,              

Larry 
 
Our worship folder cover quote points out the argument of the new atheists today.  They don’t 
pull any punches. 
 
“God did not create man in his own image. Evidently, it was the other way about, which 
is the painless explanation for the profusion of gods and religions, and the fratricide both 
between and among faiths, that we see all about us and that has so retarded the 
development of civilization.  The mildest criticism of religion is also the most radical and 
the most devastating one. Religion is man-made.” – Christopher Hitchens, God Is Not 
Great 
 
“Hitchens also writes, “We have better and more elegant explanations for everything in 
our cosmos and biology now.  If we’d had these to begin with there’d never have been 
the foothold for the death cult of Christianity or Islam or Judaism.” 
 
The solution to the ‘menace of faith’ is a call to a ‘New Enlightenment of scientific 
discovery in a post-religious world. 
 
Paraphrase it all.  We’d be much better off  if all you ‘religious’ folks, you God people, you Christ 
followers, you believers of all stripes would just take the next bus out of our universe.  Then, no 
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more war, no more violence, no more superstition because we will have evolved ...the cosmos, 
science, rationalism ...will reign.  All will be right with the world. 
It’s a tough pill to swallow.  It’s a mouthful.  And we dare not dismiss all this as mere 
inflammatory rhetoric.  The new atheists are speaking ‘their truth’ into a lot of lives and at the 
very least are helping to sow seeds of doubt. 
 
So where does that leave us?  It’s not unexpected. 
 
Scripture gives us guidance. 
 
John 1 is helpful.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. ...
 -John knows. The light of faith –Jesus- wouldn’t be universally received, then and now. 
Those in the dark struggle with both seeing and understanding. So nothing we read or hear 
should surprise us.  
  
Eccliastes 3:11 is a stunning reminder that no matter what ...is said or done  ...The Lord has set 
‘eternity in the hearts of men’.  That eternity gene ...is incapable of being eradicated ...it is part 
of the divine design.  It’s beyond any evolutionary process ...or our ability to defend it ...it is 
conceived in the mind of God ...beyond human argument. 
 
In such things ...we can find comfort and draw strength ...and then comforted and strengthened 
we do what people of faith need to do ... we tackle what needs to be tackled.  
 
The arguments of the new atheists should help us to ask great questions. Questions ...we all 
need to face. 
 
Are the new atheists reacting to ‘faith’ or ‘religion’ or both?  What do we think?  Is there a 
distinction? 
 
Is there anything in our religious lives that is more man-made than God ordained – should that 
bother us? 
 
 Is the consequence of the ‘God gene’ so malicious that we can only wish it would go away? 
 
What would happen if ‘God, religion, and religious people’ would somehow, someway just 
evolve into non existence? 
 
Are we too smug?  Could today’s skeptics not be getting it because they don’t see us getting it. 
They’re looking for hope, for action, for changed lives and we’re in our holy huddles arguing 
about things that the rest of the world gives not a rip about.   If that were true, would that even 
bother us? 
 
When I first started hearing about the new ‘atheists’ I started to wonder if they had ever been 
around ‘authentic’ believers. My guess was ‘no’ and so they were reacting to religion not faith. 
Let me explain what I mean. 
 
We all have something that causes us to react...in a negative way.   There’s something, some 
trigger that gets to us.  There’s some name, some gesture, something that gets under our skin.  
If you’re a parent your kids know how to do it.  It becomes an art form.  If you’re married your 
spouse knows how to yank your chain.  Your friends and co-workers can get under your skin a 
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mere seconds.  We’ve all got something that gets to us. For me ...I get really upset when 
someone taunts me by saying ‘You’re religious’.  It gets to me.  I don’t want to be religious.  I’ve 
spent an entire lifetime trying not to be religious.  Faithful, yes.  Christ follower, yes.  Religious, 
yech. 
 
Why?  It has something to do with the dictionary of faith that I use.   
 
John Ortberg wrote a book awhile back entitled, “If you want to walk on water, you’ve got to 
get out of the boat.”  It’s based on the great story of Jesus beckoning Peter to come join him 
on the water. The premise is that the real action is out on the waves with Jesus.  While Peter 
was walking on the water,  Ortberg maintains, everyone else made the decision to be a deck 
hugger, not a wave walker...Deck hugging is about religion, playing it safe, taking the easy way, 
being close enough to the action to vicariously live it out through someone else’s faith ...but 
never really wave-walking ourselves and  being .faithfully adventurous.  
 
Being religious can be predictable. You stay in the boat, ride out the storm, don’t risk, follow the 
rules. .Faith, on the other hand, always contains an element of uncertainty mixed with trust 
......religion, for many is merely a deck hugging enterprise and can be, dare I quote Karl Marx, 
for some people an opiate, dulling our senses, failing to ignite our passions or reason ...it can be 
likened, for some,  to a weekly trip to a spiritual casino ..we come to a place like this...we plunk 
down our money on ‘lucky Jesus’ ... ...betting on a highly desired eternal destination...that kind 
of ‘religion’ makes me not want to be labeled ‘religious’. 
 
That’s why I react when someone calls me ‘religious’.  That’s what I think of.  They’re calling me 
a deck hugger. Those are fighting words.  I don’t want to be a deck hugger (although that’s my 
tendency) ...  I really want to be a wave walker.   
 
And so when I look at the books and read the articles of the new atheists I enter into their words 
knowing, deep in my heart that what they don’t like is deck hugging...but they’d have to love the 
wave walkers.  Right? 
 
Nope. They are not fond of deck-huggers and they don’t like wave walkers. It pains me to say 
that. 
 
If the new atheists were doing battle only against the hypocritical, the unimportant, the holy 
huddling, the deck hugging and the sinful we might even nod and say that they’re doing us a 
favor. They’re calling us out. They’re asking us to think, to be introspective.   
 
But the truth of the matter is that the new atheists are not interested in doing us a favor. They 
want deck huggers, wave walkers, holy huddlers hypocrites, activists, liberals, conservatives, 
the faith filled, the seekers, the finders, Charismatics, mainliners, fundamentalists ...all ...out and 
gone or at the very least, side-lined and quiet.  They aren’t swayed at all with any of my fine 
distinctions between religion and faithfulness.  Nope, to them, it’s all part of the same 
superstitious nonsense.  They are battling all of us ...anyone who might have the God gene as 
part of their DNA.   That’s why I want to take them seriously.  Because they’re serious.  And 
their arguments can do real harm to those not seriously grounded in the faith or who are 
seeking. 
 
At times I can open the paper or look at CNN or FOX and be in sympathy with the new atheists.  
I cringe and shudder with the best of them when I see what the religious extremists of any stripe 
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are thinking and doing. There is something disconcerting about the radical fringe... from Bible 
Belt snake handlers, to drive by Christian e-mailers, to suicide bombers and winner take all 
zealots ...I want to back away and have nothing to do with them.  That kind of ‘religion’ oozes its 
sleaziness all over the headlines and into the psyche of a culture. 
 
The ‘new atheists’ have a focused fascination with such topics .But the problem with a focused 
fascination on the strange and weird ...diverts our attention from what is good, what is true, and 
what is noble. And there is plenty that is good.  There is plenty that is true.  Plenty that is noble. 
 
The brazen argument of the new atheists that religious people ...deck huggers and wave 
walkers alike ... have retarded the development of civilization...makes me just want to shake my 
head ...  We can certainly admit, lament and confess that we have contributed to the muddying 
of the waters a time or two ...history shows that very clearly ...the Inquisition, the Crusades, our 
silence during the Holocaust, the use of religion to promote slavery ...were not our finest hours 
...but  retard the development of civilization ...don’t think so.  
 
On the contrary, I think, when we’ve acted in the interest of following Jesus ... we have flooded 
the world with love, with light, with clarity of thought, with beauty ...with bedrock convictions and 
satisfying arguments that have become the basis of law, of justice, of democratic ideals.  Just 
drive down the street and notice the name associated with hospitals, look in inner city 
neighborhoods for centers of compassion, look who shows up in your neighborhood when 
there’s a need, see who’s first on the scene when there’s a disaster ...and you will see people of 
faith, carrying the God Gene, front and center time after time after time..  
 
You get reports all the time from countries where bandits and warlords shoot, rape and ravage 
anything that moves.  And the people who stay behind, move in, care for the wounded and 
hurting, offering aid and comfort ...those people who risk life and limb to love and care seem to 
have the ‘God Gene’ tattooed into their lives.. 
 
So when the new atheists place an unreasoned emphasis on extremism of any shape,...and fail 
to consider the millions of believers who are not extreme, only faithful ..well, they are 
intellectually dishonest, morally myopic, and insipidly lazy ...they aren’t seeing the big picture of 
history.  They go after the easy target ...and squeeze it for all it’s worth. How can someone so 
easily dismiss the multiple thousands times thousands of examples of love, care and 
compassion by people of faith that happen daily?   
 
They would have hard time, in this congregation today, trying to argues that the God gene that 
was  front, center, in, and through someone like Vickie Bare ...is useless, homicidal, reckless 
and uncaring ...because we know the truth.  We saw the truth in Vickie’s witness.  We look 
down any pew here and see living examples of the hand of God at work in individual lives and 
played out in the home, the neighborhood, and the workplace... And so in the emotion of the 
day, this week, I’d want to say to the new “atheists in words my friend Vickie would cheer and 
say to them...”Dudes, what are you smoking? 
 
I think that when the new atheists and Company accuse us of making God into our own image 
and likeness...we just might have to step, up confess up ...because we do. It’s sin.  Too many, 
even those who call themselves Christians, more than a handful of us here, embrace a strange 
mish mash of sometimes contradictory beliefs ...instead of wrestling with the Scriptures, building 
a relationship with the living God, embracing a lifestyle of worship, growth and service we, 
instead grab what we think is the best from the New York Times Best Seller List, Davinci Code, 



NOTE: This is just a rough draft of my sermon. The complete sermon will be posted shortly. 
 Thanks, Mike. 
 

Michael Murphy /© Christ Church of Oak Brook / 03-01-08              5 

the Secret, health and wealth TV preachers, Dr. Phil and Oprah.com.  We create a new God, a 
God which is made to meet our needs ...who make us feel good...a god who will jump through 
any hoop we ask him to ...who will smile at every purchase we make, every self indulgent 
decision ...a god made in our image, our likeness ... 
 
When we do this, and we do it all too often....we forgot a fundamental truth that echoes forth 
from the very first utterance of the Scriptures ...”In the beginning, GOD ... Then God said, "Let 
us make human beings in our image, in our likeness ...hear that ...In the beginning, God ...we 
are made in his image, his likeness...we are called to his will, to conform to his desires ...the 
world is not about me ...it’s about Him.  
 
 and when I am prayerful about the way I live ...I see the imprint of God every time I look into a 
face.  I see an unrepeatable miracle of God...a holy God, a big hearted God, a breathtakingly 
beautiful God, a wildly infallible God, an abundantly kind God, a deeply mysterious God ... but 
God ...not man.  I need God ...that’s what the eternity in my heart cries out for.  And I pray that 
all of us can cleanse ourselves from the self adulation that mars our faith landscape.  Perhaps 
then, the skeptics will see the difference... 
 
I struggle mightily with putting my faith in a godless future ...that’s what the new atheists insist is 
the next best thing.   In fact, if you want to see humankind implode ...take God out of the picture 
with all the guidance, hope, compassion, and care he offers ...take the God gene out of the 
culture ...watch out.  We will be left to our own devices, and the sin that so easily entangles will 
wrap everything in its evil web  ...then you will see civilization regress ...quickly ...I believe. Paul 
states clearly in the book of Romans the human condition ...I can fully relate to it. 

But I need something more! For if I know the law but still can't keep it, and if the power of 
sin within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! I realize that I 
don't have what it takes. I can will it, but I can't do it. I decide to do good, but I don't really 
do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. My decisions, such as they are, 
don't result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of 
me every time.  

It happens so regularly that it's predictable. The moment I decide to do good, sin is there 
to trip me up. I truly delight in God's commands, but it's pretty obvious that not all of me 
joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take 
charge.  

I've tried everything and nothing helps. I'm at the end of my rope. Is there no one who 
can do anything for me? Isn't that the real question?  

The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things right in 
this life of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am 
pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally different.  

Religious skeptics just can’t see or don’t want to see this truth ...probably lots of reasons for this 
...maybe they’ve been hurt by religion in some way, maybe they haven’t rubbed shoulders with 
authentic believers, maybe they see us as being so angry with their arguments that we forget to 
see them as children of God and so we don’t treat them as such...but maybe they’re bright 
enough to know that if they embraced Christ ... there lives would have to change ...the true 
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nature of the human condition would have to be considered ...and  their eyes would have to 
open to  the possibility of seeing a God who  loves them madly, like crazy ... who wants to 
redeem their lives and the world in which we live ...but that would mean that they’ve have to 
admit they’re wrong, which is one of the hardest things a human being can do.. And so they 
argue what they know.  They beat the drum that “the demise of Religion is an evolutionary 
inevitability ...and when it’s gone we’ll push through it into the real promise of the future.”  When 
they say it, I wonder how many of them bother to look beyond the firestorm of their own biases 
and prejudices.  They want the ‘God Gene out’ so badly that they put spiritual blinders on. 
 
And in the process, I think, they weave a world view of hopelessness.  We can’t live without 
hope. 
 
Yesterday, at Vickie Bare’s funeral, Danny White, talked about the impact of Vickie on his 
family.  Danny has said in other settings that Vickie was the spiritual mid-wife of their 
children, helping them help their kids to give birth to their faith. 
 
Danny, too his daughter Daphne on his lap, and told her that he had some sad news. .. 
that Vickie had died and is now in heaven with Jesus. After a brief moment Daphne 
exclaimed ....Lucky... 
 
She was quiet for a moment more and then said. “I’m going to miss her ...but someday I’ll 
get to be there with her. 
 
The God Gene ...it breeds hope... 
 
May the message of the hopelessness of godlessness evolve...evolve into a proclamation of life 
giving faith...may its messengers surrender...into the arms of a good and trustworthy God, who 
made us in his image, his likeness, who brings light to the darkness, who breathes eternity into 
our hearts, who guides us away from sin ...and who gives us hope for a better tomorrow...   


