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GIFTED FOR GLORY 
The Purpose-Driven Life (Part 7) 

Text: Romans 11:33-36 
 

Answering the Five Questions 
 
Over the past several weeks we’ve been exploring together what it means to live life, 
not simply rambling along, but on purpose.  As author Rick Warren suggests, the 
content and course of our lives will depend a great deal on how we answer 5 crucial 
questions that I invite you to consider with me today. 
 
First, there is the worship question: What will be the center of my life? – the thing or 
person I consider the highest value, the focus worthy of building my life around.  
Secondly, there is the fellowship question: What will be my community? – the circle of 
people with whom I share the triumphs and tears of life.  Then, there is the growth 
question: What will be the character of my life? – the quality of my inner self and my 
strategy for growing it.  There is also the ministry question: What will be the contribution 
of my life? – the difference I make in the lives of people closest to me.  Finally, there is 
the mission question: What will be the communication of my life? – the main message, 
the creative influence, the legacy I leave behind in this world. 
 
How you answer these questions determines your level of peace, the priorities by which 
you live, the way you do relationships or work, the things people say about you when 
you’re gone, and even where you go when this life is over.  You and I have complete 
choice, of course, over how we answer the questions; but it helps to know how God 
himself hopes we’ll respond.   
 
God says, “I am the center of this universe and you were planned for my pleasure.  
Center your life on me.  Reflect on and reflect my glory.  It’s why you’re here on earth.”  
God says, “You were formed for my family, a family that goes on forever.  Let that family 
be your most important community.”  God says, “You were created to become like 
Christ.  Yearn to be like him, follow in his steps, and I’ll form his character in you.”  God 
says, “You weren’t made to spend your life constantly consuming, squabbling over the 
best seats.  You were shaped to serve one another.  Find your ministry.  Give yourself 
away and you’ll discover your better self.”  And God says, “Let your life be a message, a 
blessing to others, a creative catalyst that helps others meet me.  You were made for a 
mission.” 
 
These are the purposes for which God made you, me, and everyone we encounter in 
this life.  Here at Christ Church we describe those purposes in terms of a life of 
celebrating God, connecting in community, cultivating Christ-likeness, contributing our 
gifts, and catalyzing life-change.  At the end of the day, however, one of the very best 
ways to really establish these purposes in our lives is through the exercise of giving.   
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Now when I say giving, I know that everyone starts to freeze up.   But let me be clear 
that I’m talking about a concept much broader than what you put in the plate or pledge 
to your church or contribute to some charity.  The biblical concept of giving means using 
to God’s glory all the GIFTS God has given you, and there is simply no activity on earth 
as much fun as that. 
 
Understanding Our GIFTS 
 
For one thing, you and I are called to devote to God what some Christians call our 
Grace Gifts.  In Romans 12, the Apostle Paul says: “We have different gifts, according 
to the grace given us.”1  Do you remember the first time you went from using an 
ordinary screwdriver or saw to using a power tool?  I remember being a kid in high 
school shop and working away with sandpaper at this project and watching with such 
envy those students that got to use the belt sander.  I just couldn’t wait for my turn?   
 
The Apostle Paul says that when a person becomes a follower of Jesus Christ, God 
endows him or her with spiritual power tools for completing the work he’s given us to do 
in the church and the world.  In Ephesians 4 Paul says, “to each one of us grace has 
been given as Christ apportioned it.”2 In other words, in God’s shop, everyone gets 
power tools.  Do you know what yours are?  Are you using them to God’s glory?  In 
Romans 12, Paul lists among those Grace Gifts the ability to speak a word from the 
Lord to people, the capacity to encourage people, the gift of teaching, or leading, or 
administrating.  He lists the ability to serve quietly or to express mercy or to make 
money and contribute it generously as all forms of spiritual gifts.   
 
I wonder sometimes how many power tools are lying around the shop of this church, not 
being used.  “Oh, I don’t really have any gifts… Oh, I did that a long time ago, but my 
time’s past, somebody else will do it.”  I wonder how much more fun we could be 
having, how much more creative work could be done in human lives if every one of us 
was using what we had to glory of God.   
 
The GIFTS God has given us for his glory also include our Insights & Inspirations.  By 
that I mean the wisdom and passions developed through your education, your work and 
life experience, and God’s dealings with you along the way.  I touched on this topic last 
week in relation to our role out in the world, but are you sharing those life-lessons, 
putting into practice those passions God has given you, in the ministry or mission of 
God’s Church?  Do you realize that even your trials and injuries can be used to God’s 
glory in the lives of others?  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 1:4: “God comforts us in our 
troubles so that we can comfort others.” 
 
Your Form is also part of the way God GIFTS you.  I’m talking about the way God has 
shaped your personality and temperament.  You are a unique being and there will never 
be another exactly like you even if you have an identical twin. That’s intentional.  Just 
look at the stunning variety of characters Jesus first selected for his service.  From the 
doubting Thomas, to the aggressive Peter, to the sensitive John to the compulsive 
Martha and the outgoing Mary, you almost get the sense that Christ was purposely 
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assembling a mosaic of personalities.  As Rick Warren observes, they are like different 
pieces of stained glass through which the light of the Lord pours in brilliant array.   
 
Sometimes I look at this Church and feel like I’m standing in the middle of Notre Dame 
Cathedral just watching the Godlight pour through the Rose window.  The glass that is 
you may need polishing.  It may be cracked or chipped in places.  But your form and 
color matters.  It is needed here, as are your Skills & Strengths in dozens of ministries 
and teams where we’re just praying for someone like you to come along and say: How 
can I be used.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12: “There are different ways God works in 
our lives, but it is the same God who does the work through all of us. Give yourself for 
the glory of God.  
 
Tithing Our Treasure 
 
Along with our Grace Gifts, our Insights & Inspirations, our Form, and our Skills & 
Strengths, it is also important that we give to God’s glory our Treasure. I won’t be coy 
about this. Jesus meant it when he said “do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth… but treasures in heaven… for where your treasure is there will your heart be 
also.”3  If you and I are not giving significantly from our financial and material resources 
to the things God cares most about, can we say that we are significantly aligned with 
God and his purposes?   
 
In numerous passages, the Bible pegs “significant” giving as beginning at about 10% (a 
tenth or tithe) of one’s income.  At certain points in some people’s lives, of course, they 
simply can’t give at this level.  God understands this.  He has compassion on the poor.  
Psalm 69:33 says, “The Lord hears the needy and does not despise them.”  Most of the 
time, however, when we do not even honor God at the same level we do a mediocre 
waitress, it is not because we can’t but because we won’t.  We won’t think about the 
subject.  We won’t make the spending adjustments required to free up more resources 
for ministry.  We won’t offer the first-fruits of the harvest God commands.4 and then we’ll 
claim to be sorry that there isn’t more left at the end.  Judging by the fact that the 
average Christian household commits only 2% of their annual income to the Church or 
Kingdom work, it seems clear that there’s a lot of “won’ting” going on out there, even 
though many believers aren’t really “wanting.”   
 
Don’t get me wrong: It is terribly important that Christians take seriously their 
responsibility to meet the needs of their own household.  I would never want anyone in 
this church to hurt their loved ones by their giving decisions.  Timothy 5:8 reads: “If 
anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he 
has denied the faith.”  But this text is also a reminder of just how important each of us is 
to the life of the Church family too.  If every household in our congregation earned just 
$20,000 per year and tithed on it, we would be able to cover all of our operating, 
mission, and media ministry expenses.  If every household in our congregation gave 
just $25 more per month -- the price of a good lunch or you name it – we could easily 
make budget.   
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Here’s a vision: Let’s each be faithful enough in moving a percentage point or two 
toward tithing (if we’re not already there) or in giving our firstfruits over these next 
months, so that we’ve met all of our congregation’s routine expenses by the end of 
November.  Then let’s use anything that comes in during December as an extra-mile gift 
to build a school for orphan children or to underwrite some other wonderful life-changing 
mission.  We can do this together for the glory of God.   
 
To Him Be the Glory 
 
The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 11: "Who has ever really given to God…  For from 
him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever!”5  From God 
came all that we have.  Through God’s grace alone does our world hold together and 
our lives continue.  To God will we and all things return one day.  In the meantime, our 
giving exercises all the muscle groups of God’s good purposes in our life and helps 
them get stronger.  Make a commitment to growing in your giving to the glory of God 
and you will find that everything about God’s purposes in your life get stronger.  Think 
about this with me. 
 
Giving helps us put God and his agenda at the center of our lives, not just in theory or 
wishful thinking but truly.  Our GIFTS help keep our community, the family of faith, 
strong.  Giving is one of the primary ways our character becomes like Jesus Christ who 
gave all.  Through our GIFTS we say that our lives will be about contribution and not 
simply consumption.  And, finally, through our giving, we have the honor of seeing our 
lives become a communication of the redeeming grace of God. 
 
Oskar Schindler understood this and with his story I’ll close.6  As those of you who’ve 
seen Steven Spielberg’s film on his life know, Schindler was a German entrepreneur 
who first selfishly exploited and then eventually saved hundreds of Jews from 
extermination by the Nazis in Poland, at immense risk to his own life.  At the climax of 
the film, the war is ended and Schindler (played by Liam Neeson) is surrounded by over 
a thousand Jews whose lives he’d preserved.  His accountant-become-friend, Itzhak 
(played by Ben Kingsley) hands Oskar a gift on behalf of all of them.  Breaking down 
into tears, Schindler cries out, “I could have got more!  I could have [saved] more!” 
 
Itzhak reassures him, “Eleven hundred people are alive because of you.”  Schindler 
laments, “If I made more money – I threw away so much money.  You have no idea.  If I 
just…”  Again, Itzah stresses that Oskar has saved generations of people.  “I didn’t do 
enough,” says Schindler.  “This car – what use is this car? Why did I keep this car?  I 
could have saved ten more people.”   Then, taking off his lapel badge, Schindler says, 
“This is gold; I could have saved more.”  The film ends by reporting that there are today 
more than 6,000 descendents of the people on Schindler’s rescue list alive today.   
 
What can God do with one person who dedicates their GIFTS to the service of 
something and Someone glorious?  Answer: Nothing compared to a whole church full of 
such people.   
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Let us pray…  O Lord our God, we are gifted in so many ways by your grace and for 
your glorious purposes.  Move us to live after your example.  In the name of your Son 
and our Redeemer we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
                                                 
1 Romans 12:6-8 
2 Ephesians 4:7 
3 Matthew 6:19-21 
4 Deuteronomy 26:2-4 
5 Romans 11:35-36 
6 Schindler’s List, Universal Studios, 1993 


