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Introduction 
 
We come today to the end of the line, so to speak.  The journey of study we began many 
months ago in the Book of Genesis now comes to a close with the Book of Revelation.  It’s safe 
to say that no part of the Bible has sparked more fascination, speculation, and controversy than 
the 22 chapters that make up this book.  Endless debate has raged over the meaning of the 
various figures and symbols described here and over the precise timeline by which the events 
are supposed to happen.  Whole denominations and theological institutions have been 
established or broken up on the basis of differing views on these subjects. I am praying that no 
fights break out in the stands today! 
 
Back at the turn of Y2K, I devoted sixteen sermons to unpacking the mysteries and meaning of 
this book and have borrowed a bit from that series today. If you’re interested in plunging deeper 
into the topic, you can visit our website’s Media Library and click on the graphic entitled 
“FUTURE FAITH.”  Suffice it to say that we’re only going to skim the surface of this gigantic 
book this morning.  I’ve decided to come back next week and look in depth at the implications of 
the first five chapters for the state of the church and spirituality in America today. If you’re tuning 
in by television or radio, that was the message we aired last week! 
 
The Book of Revelation begins with these words: “1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending 
his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw -- that is, the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near."  In these few verses, we learn several important things about the 
book we are about to review.  First, while the precise words of Revelation are written down by 
the Apostle John, this isn’t a mere human being’s fancy or fantasy about future events.  The 
same Jesus who showed himself so prescient and trustworthy in the gospels is now about to tell 
his followers some additional things.  Secondly, Jesus is giving this revelation in order to equip 
us to understand and handle what is happening around them and what is to come.  And, finally, 
we are told that if we will not just read the words of this prophecy, but actually HEAR the 
message and take it to HEART we will be especially blessed.  May that be true for us today. 
 

Four Schools of Interpretation  
 
So what does Christ want his servants to hear in this book and how is it a blessing?  In a 
nutshell, Christ is telling his followers that one day this Storyline we’ve been traveling will end.  
The great spiritual battle that began back in Genesis between the forces of sin, death, and evil 
on the one side and the power and purposes of God on the other side will intensify, come to a 
dramatic climax, and then finally be resolved.  In the end, there will come an era when Christ 
makes “everything new.”   To put it another way: Life gets worse.  Christ comes again.  God 
wins.  And so do everyone who sticks with God.  That’s the message of Revelation. 
 
Now, as I said at the start, the precise order and way in which this ultimate outcome occurs is a 
matter of some lively debate within Christian circles.  There are at least four major schools of 
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interpretation as to what Revelation is really saying about how the final segments of the 
Storyline are drawn.  These four camps go by the ten-dollar names: Postmillennialist, Historical 
Premillennialist, Dispensational Premillennialist, and Amillennialist.  If you’re interested in 
exploring these in greater depth, I’d highly commend a little booklet called Christ & The 
Millennium, available through the Christ Church Bookstore.   
 
Because so many people have read the Left Behind series, let me just mention that those books 
are based on the Dispensational Premillennialist model. While I, for one, appreciate how books 
like this bring the broad themes of Revelation to life in contemporary terms, I personally believe 
the Amillennialist approach has the more convincing biblical support.  I want to emphasize, 
however, that it is not the differences between Christians on this subject but rather what all four 
of these schools of interpretation have in common that is most important.  Let me try to describe 
six beliefs about the end times shared by Christians that I hope will be a blessing to you as you 
go on your way today. 
 

Shared Beliefs about the End of Time 
 
In the FIRST place, one of the shared beliefs that Christians derive from reading the Book of 
Revelation is that the outworking of God’s purposes takes a long time. In Revelation 20, we are 
told that a period of a “Thousand Years” will go by in the unfolding of the last stage of history 
and that during this time the power of evil will be “cast down” in a major way, but not finished off 
entirely (Rev 20:1-3).  It is the divergence of opinion over the nature of this Thousand Years or 
“Millennium” that accounts for a lot of the differences between the four schools of interpretation 
mentioned earlier.  People in the PREMILLENNIALIST school of thought see the Millennium as 
referring to a literal period of 1000 years occurring before the return of Christ.  Their major 
concern is to figure out: Has the clock begun or is the start-up still out there someplace?  
 
Those of us in the AMILLENNIALIST camp read the Thousand Years not as a literal period, but 
as a symbolic number of the kind found throughout the Book of Revelation and other 
apocalyptic literature.  Like the number 7 or 12, the number 10 in scripture is always intended to 
signify “fulfillment” or “completeness.”  10 times 10 times 10 (i.e. 1000) simply suggests a very 
long period in which God is fulfilling his final purposes. The Thousand Years are, thus, a poetic 
way of describing the great space of time between the decisive D-Day blow Christ struck 
against Evil during his earthly ministry and that final Armistice he’ll establish when he comes 
again. The gospels clearly say that Jesus bound and cast down Satan during his earthly 
ministry (Luke 10:18-20).  Like Hitler after D-Day, Satan still has the capacity to do damage, but 
he can no longer completely “deceive the nations” about the light and truth of God, because 
Jesus has displayed it to the world.  As Martin Luther put it in his famous hymn, A Mighty 
Fortress: “The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; his rage we can endure, for lo 
his doom is sure.” 
 
People in the POSTMILLENNIALIST school see the Thousand Years as referring to a period 
after the Second Coming of Christ when, they believe, Jesus will reign on a literal throne in 
Jerusalem, assisted by Jewish and Gentile converts.  To support this argument, they cite 
Revelation 20:4 which pictures people sitting on “thrones” who “came to life and reigned 
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with Christ.” Whenever “thrones” are spoken of elsewhere in Revelation, however, the scene is 
always the halls of heaven.  For this reason among others, I believe the image we’re given in 
Revelation 20:4 is simply an assurance that the spirits of those Christians who have died now 
dwell securely in the great Throne Room of God in heaven. There they await the day of the 
bodily resurrection yet to come.  In any case, the important idea that Postmillennialists, 
Premillennialists and Amilliennielists all share is that the unfolding of the final stage of history is 
a lengthy one, to say the least. 
 
Christians agree, SECONDLY, that the time between Christ’s first and second coming will be 
marked by certain intensifying  “signs of the times” and troubles (Matt 16:3; Matt 24:24; Mark 
13:22; Mark 16:20; Luke 21:11-25; Acts 2:19; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Jam 5; 2 Peter 3:3-14).  Back in the 
gospels, Jesus said there would be warnings that the end was coming. Wars and environmental 
calamities will increase.  Persecution of Christ’s followers will rise markedly and many will fall 
away from the faith or turn against fellow believers under this terrible pressure. In these last 
days, false prophets will rise up and gain huge followings.  The love of people will grow cold.  
But the end will not come until the gospel of God’s kingdom has been preached in all the 
nations or people groups of the world (Matt 24:6-10). 

The Book of Revelation calls this the time of “tribulation” (Rev 7:14).  The “Dragon” (Rev 
12:1-17) -- the apocalyptic name for the serpent Satan -- still thrashes in his death-throes, 
injuring many.  In this period God pours out a variety of preliminary judgments on sin, trying with 
tough love to make every person he can repent and turn to Him.  During the Tribulation there 
will be great apostasy (i.e. distortion of truth and moral character) within the Church and an 
even more pronounced rebellion against God outside the church.  Powerful instruments of Evil – 
Revelation speaks of figures called “the beast” (Rev 13:1) and “the great prostitute” (Rev 
17:1-6) -- will rear their ugly heads and do great spiritual and physical damage.   
 
But, then will come another turning point in the Storyline.  Christians unite THIRDLY in affirming 
that, in these last days, Jesus will return and resurrect the living and the dead.   Let me 
emphasize one important thing about this belief.  We all know that when Jesus came the first 
time, he was not widely recognized.  The innkeeper, the Pharisees, people like Pilate and 
Herod, looked upon the rags of this peasant carpenter and concluded that he was no one to 
respect.   As John says in his gospel, “He came unto his own, but his own received him 
not” (John 1:11 KJV).  When Jesus comes the second time, however, everyone will recognize 
him.  Everyone will bow to him – whether in devotion or in abject terror – because this time he 
will arrive not as the Lamb but as the Lion, not in a crèche but as the conquering “King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords” (Rev 19:11-18).   Revelation teaches that when he comes, Jesus 
will resurrect all who have been dead and call them to the throne room of God.  Christians vary 
in their understanding of whether there will be a single resurrection or different ones for 
Christians, Jews, and Gentiles.  My view is to trust God on that and let it go. 
 
The FOURTH point of common belief among Christians is that those believers who are still alive 
will be raised to meet the returning Christ and given new physical forms.  While this word 
doesn’t occur in scripture, the common term for this event is “the Rapture.”  Again, it is the 
precise nature of this rapture which provides fodder for discussion in Christian circles.  Some 
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interpreters suggest that Jesus will come part-way down from heaven to take Christians off the 
earth and spare them from experiencing the troubles being unleashed on the planet. Then he’ll 
do a U-Turn back up to heaven with them, only to return later by himself to rule from Jerusalem 
with Jews who have been converted during a seven-year period of Tribulation. I personally think 
this interpretation is based on a questionable reading of an obscure passage in the Book of 
Daniel and a basic misreading of 1 Thessalonians 4, to which I’ll return in a minute.  
 
I will confess that I’d like the U-Turn theory to be correct, as I’d very much prefer to be out-of-
here before things get REALLY bad. Unfortunately, the Biblical pattern much more persuasively 
suggests that those Christians who are alive when the worst of the Tribulation hits will simply be 
asked to endure it, as Jesus did the cross.  Jesus talked a great deal about the persecution his 
followers would need to face (Matt 5:11; Luke 21:12; John 15:20).  He said that it was “for the 
sake of the elect” (i.e. believers) that God in his grace will cut the greatest time of Tribulation 
short (Matt 24:22).  It is difficult to see why cutting the Tribulation short would be of benefit to 
believers, if they were already safely ensconced in heaven.  

 
In the end, the U-turn theory is largely based on 1 Thessalonians 4 which speaks of going to 
“meet the Lord in the air.”  Here, however, Paul is using a Greek term that in New Testament 
times was used to describe the act by which people in a city would go outside the city walls to 
greet a visiting dignitary, then return into the city offering him a place of honor in their midst. It 
seems much more likely that this is the image that is intended by Paul in Thessalonians.  He’s 
not talking about Christians flying off the planet to escape tribulation, but rather picturing the 
image of a single Second Coming in which Christ descends, is met by believers, gives them 
glorious new physical forms, and then comes to make his home forever among them. 
 
The FIFTH belief on which Christians agree is that there will be a Day of Judgment.  I wish there 
was a way around this message so clearly conveyed in Revelation chapters 19-21; but there 
isn’t. If you’ve been following the Storyline these past months then you know that the patience of 
God is off the charts. God offers a thousand chances to people. But the Scriptures teach that 
when death occurs or Christ returns – whichever comes first – the door of opportunity closes.  
Those who have rejected the authority of Christ – whether they be angelic beings or human 
beings – will spend eternity in a place which Revelation calls “the Lake of Fire” and others 
came to call “Gehenna” (the trash heap) or “Hell.” The exact nature of that place is the subject 
for another day, but suffice it to say that it is a place no one wants to go to and – more 
importantly -- no one has to. 
 
The good news is that what God desperately wants is that every single being wind up in a very 
different sort of place.  One of the most hopeful and encouraging verses in all the Bible is also 
found in Revelation.  Jesus says: “Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me” (Rev 
3:20).  Is there someone hearing these words today that needs to respond to that invitation?  
Talk with me after the service today or pick up the phone and call me.  I’ll show you how.  Don’t 
miss out on the good that God has for you.   
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For you see, there is one FINAL message in the book of Revelation upon which all Christian 
interpreters agree: Jesus is going to make everything new.  Those who surrender to the 
authority of Christ in this life will be given the priceless privilege of spending eternity with Him 
among redeemed people and a refreshed earth.  
 
In Revelation 21, the Apostle John was given a glimpse of this glory.  He saw Christ creating an 
entirely new heaven and earth, with nothing separating them any longer. He saw the community 
of the faithful – described here as “the Holy City, the New Jerusalem” – now utterly glorified, 
cleansed of all sin, dressed in pure white like a virgin “bride” on her wedding day.  In this new 
world, God will dwell permanently in the midst of humanity.  “There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
 
And then, as the final chapter of the Revelation unfolds, John begins to describe a scene that is 
vaguely familiar, buried somewhere deep in our genes or collective unconscious, a memory of a 
place far back at the start of the Storyline, in a garden  that once was our HOME.  John says: 
“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.  On 
each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit 
every month.”  No longer will there be any curse” [of sin to mar humanity].  For the circle of 
love in which men and women once lived, has now been restored.  And “the throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him” – as he has served 
them.  “They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  There will be no 
more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God 
will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.”  Amen. 
   

Charge and Benediction 
 

How can you help someone else discover the greatest story ever told?  You’re not going to 
remember all these drawings a month from now.  How are you going to hold onto what we’ve 
learned and then pass it on to others?  Even if you’re not an artist, here is a very simple way.  
All you need to be able to do is to draw these two symbols.  Do you think all of us could manage 
that?  Then here’s how you sum up the Storyline…   
 
Though given the incredible gift of life and all God’s goodness, HUMANITY REJECTS God, 
preferring to go their own way.  But divine LOVE PURSUES humanity, refusing to give up on his 
creation, relentlessly working to draw people back to himself. Eventually, and at great price, 
GOD REDEEMS the relationship.  And for those who turn back to him, LIFE RENEWS.  
 
Humanity rejects.  Love pursues.  God redeems. Life renews.  That’s the big Storyline of the 
Bible.  That’s the process that gets repeated again and again in all the little stories of the Bible.  
That’s the story of my life and maybe yours too.  Can you remember that?  Can you sketch out 
for somebody else how this is God’s story, and your story, and invite him or her to tell you if they 
find any echoes of any of this in their storyline?   
 



 

EVERYTHING NEW 
The End of Time 

The Storyline (Part 31) 
Texts: Revelation 4-5, 19-22 

 
A Sermon message from Christ Church of Oak Brook 

 

© Daniel D. Meyer / Christ Church of Oak Brook / 6-28-09 6 
 

And now may He who is the First and the Last, the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End, walk with you, work within you, witness through you, until that day when Jesus makes 
everything new, to the glory of his name.  Amen.  
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