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There are stories which, frankly, don’t make much sense unless you really understand 
what happens at the beginning.  That’s why I invite you to linger with me this morning 
on the first few chapters of the Bible, because what we read here sets the table for 
everything else that follows.  The first four words are crucial.  Genesis 1:1 opens up by 
saying: “Once upon a time…”  It doesn’t say that in your version?  Funny, it doesn’t say 
that in mine either.  The reason is because, where this storyline starts there is no such 
thing as TIME yet.  So let’s try again.  The Bible begins: “Dateline Washington D.C… 
Beijing… Alaska?”  Nope.  Where this story starts there is no “where” yet.  There’s no 
PLACE, yet.  In other words, there is no reference point on which to locate yourself or 
anybody else, save for what the Bible is about to declare:  Genesis simply begins: “In 
the beginning God…”   
 
The story doesn’t argue for the existence of God.  It doesn’t explain how God came into 
being.  It doesn’t give us a window into his metaphysical nature.  It just tells us two 
important things.  First, the story tells us that God is the absolute reference point for 
everything that is. “In the beginning GOD.”  God, the scriptures declare, is the inhale 
before a word is spoken.  He is the poised pen before a word of the human story is 
written.  The writer of the book of Psalms says: “Before the mountains were born 
or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting 
you are God” (Psalm 90:2).  In other words, if you want to truly understand this 
world, and who you are, and what life is about, then seek to understand God.  He is the 
one cosmic certainty… He is the Being at the Beginning and, as we’ll eventually see, He 
is the Exalted One at the End.   
 
The story then goes on to tell us a second crucial thing about Him.  Genesis 1:1 says 
that “In the beginning God CREATED the heavens and the earth.”  The Hebrew 
word for “created” there is “bara” and it is never used elsewhere in the Scriptures 
except of God.  As we’re going to see in a moment, God stamps his image into human 
beings but that doesn’t mean that we are or ever will be Creators like him.  Don’t get 
me wrong: Human beings are inventors and manufacturers and makers in all kinds of 
wonderful ways.  We can clone stem cells and slap amino acids together in a test tube 
and incubate life.  You should see what my nine year-old does with clay!  But only God 
is the Creator.  Only he “bara’s” out of nothing, bringing forth matter and energy and 
life from inside of himself. In other words, God is not only the absolute reference point 
for life; God is also the Source of all life. 
 
Are you getting worried yet?  We’ve been here awhile and I’m only through the first five 
words of the Bible!  So, let me try to summarize the storyline of the first two chapters 
of Genesis.  The Bible teaches that God created everything out of himself.  The 
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metaphor used is of God “speaking” the Universe into being.  In Genesis 1:3 we read: 
“And God said let there be light and there was light.”  This pattern repeats itself 
over and over again through the Creation narrative to drive home the point that what 
we see and have comes from him and what we don’t see and most need is within Him.   
 
You also notice as you read through these two chapters that there is orderliness to the 
way God operates.  There are these rhythms sown into what God makes: “And there 
was evening, and there was morning – the first day.”  And the second day.  And 
the third day and so on.  Even the number seven for the days of Creation is a biblical 
symbol for orderliness and completion and fulfillment.  We see God putting some things 
here and some things over there.  Again, the message is that there is a thoughtful 
pattern to the way God sets things up.  
 
But God is no purse-lipped Pharisee about the way he operates.  He sows this fabulous 
abundance and extravagant energy into his Creation.  We get this image of the earth 
and sea “teeming” with life – and not just one kind of life but plants, and birds, and 
fish, and animals, and this huge variety of life all “according to their kind.”  Genesis 
pictures God as actually ordering his creation to splurge.  “Let the waters teem… 
Let the birds fly… Be fruitful… increase… multiply… fill” things up.  Let there be 
“all kinds of trees” that “grow out of the ground – trees that [are] pleasing to 
the eye and good for food.”  God could have made a universe that was gray and 
bland, but instead he choose to bring forth one that transfixes the eye and titillates the 
tastebuds and welcomes his creatures to feast on and fill it.  All of this is to say that if 
you’ve ever thought of God as some kind stingy celestial Scrooge eager to crush your 
freedom or remove all the color and spice from your life, I urge you to go back and 
read this Storyline. 
 
Over and over again, we keep getting this picture of God looking at the beauty and 
bounty of what all he had made and saying:  I love this.  This is “good.”  Five different 
times God repeats that refrain and when he finishes laying the whole groundwork of 
creation, Genesis 1:31 tells us: “God saw all that he had made and it was very 
good.”  But this “very goodness” flowed from one particular aspect of the creation that 
it’s crucial we focus upon.  It is the goodness and beauty of relationship.  The most 
important pattern for us to notice in this whole story – not just Genesis but the whole 
Storyline of the Bible – is the pattern of relationship God sets up.   
 
We’re given a hint of how important relationships are in the fact that God actually 
speaks in the royal “we” a few times in the opening chapters of Genesis (1:26; 3:22).  
Some scholars have concluded that this reference to a plural God is evidence that the 
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ancient Jews had not yet completed the shift from polytheism to monotheism.  I believe 
it is evidence of what Christians call the Trinity.  The God revealed to us by the Bible is, 
mysteriously, a being who dwells in community within himself.  He is a relational being.  
It is out of the dynamic interrelationship between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit that 
God’s creative power comes. 
 
Not surprisingly, then, when God externalizes himself in Creation, he sows into creation 
a relational nature.  In fact, I would argue that the essence of the “image of God” 
that the Bible says God puts into humanity is this capacity for deep relationship with 
God and others.  Have you noticed all the different types of relationships God sows into 
the world he makes at the beginning?  The most famous, of course, is when he looks at 
the first human being and says:  "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper suitable for him" (Genesis 2:18).  In the beginning, God creates a 
helping relationship between men and women where each can enjoy a partnership so 
sweet that the Bible says that the two “become as one.”   
 
In the beginning, God also establishes this marvelous stewardship relationship between 
human beings and the garden they’re living in.  They tend their environment with care 
and it provides everything they need for physical life.  In the beginning, God even sets 
up a wonderful dominion relationship between human beings and the other species of 
the earth.  Genesis pictures the creatures of the earth as unafraid to come to human 
beings and men and women as knowing each and every species by name and caring for 
them as well. 
 
The most important relationship of all, however, is the spiritual relationship that God 
sets up between human beings and himself where men and women can walk naked 
and unashamed with him.  To make that relationship work requires only one thing.  
Human beings must acknowledge reality -- that they are dependent on him because he, 
after all, is God, and they are not.  To make this clear, God lays down one rule.  “The 
LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."  
 
The Bible teaches us that God is the absolute reference point for existence.  He is the 
creator who has within himself the power to breathe and speak out life.  He is a God of 
both rational order and extravagant beauty and abundance.  But above all, he is a God 
of relationship.  God intended for humanity to live within a set of essential relationships 
that would keep life not just OK, but “VERY GOOD.”  To put it in picture form [DAN 
DRAWS CIRCLE WITH HEART] – God invited human beings to live at the center of a 
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circle of love that offered humanity the opportunity to both experience the glory of his 
life and to express it the way all of the creation was designed to reflect God’s glory.  
This was the “end” – as in the PURPOSE – of Eden.  The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism puts it this way: “The chief end of [humanity] is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever.”  In the beginning, this end was lived out in Eden -- and life was “very good.” 
 
But, then, sin changed everything.  In a story most of you know well, our forbearers 
were seduced into thinking that they didn’t really need these relationships.  They 
bought the lie that they could be gods themselves, without boundaries.  Duped into 
believing that they were entitled to privileges that had always been theirs only by the 
amazing grace of God, our ancestors turned their back on God himself.  They crossed 
the one boundary line that God had set for them amidst a vast garden of freedom.  And 
that choice brought about the end – this time as in the LOSS -- of Eden.  Sin disfigured 
the image of God in humanity and began destroying the key relationships of life.  [DAN 
DRAWS AN ‘X” IN THE HEART]   The first human beings began a pattern of covering up 
and of running from God and of blaming others.  And that pattern got set in the soul of 
humanity like a cancerous form of DNA, whose effects I know only too well, not just 
theologically or sociologically, but personally.  I see the disfiguring, relationship-
breaking effects of sin in my own being.  Maybe you see them in yours too. 
 
The metastasizing of that spiritual and relational cancer is what we read about in 
Genesis 4-9.  It led to the first murder, where Cain slaughtered his own brother Abel 
out of a misplaced sense of entitlement, and then denied any responsibility for his 
brother.  The cancer of sinful pride and insecurity spread out through the chain of 
people and relationships that followed.  Generations later, human life had become, as 
Thomas Hobbes puts it: “Nasty, brutish, and short.”  It led to the kind of world where 
men and women routinely blame other people instead of accepting personal 
responsibility… where people treat the resources of the earth like a disposable 
commodity… where people unleash animals against each other and bet on which will 
tear out the throat of the other first… a world where God is regarded as a resource to 
be plugged into when they need bailing out instead of as THE source worthy of honor 
and service all the time. 
 
Genesis 6 tells us that “The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the 
earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the 
earth, and his heart was filled with pain. So the LORD said, "I will wipe 
mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, 
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and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air--for I am 
grieved that I have made them."  
 
One of the stunning evidences of sin’s effect on the human condition is that when many 
people read the story of the great Flood they are filled with outrage.  “How could a 
loving God do such a thing?”  What a sign of how disfigured our moral intuition has 
become.  Just imagine that in an act of supreme generosity you loaned to a group of 
house-sitters a spectacular home that you’d built by your own hands.  Imagine that 
they turned around and stole your possessions, burned down your house, slaughtered 
your pets and murdered your children, and then had the audacity to claim that it was all 
your fault.  You should never have given them the keys to the house.  What would be 
your response if that happened one time?  And what if it happened a million times 
over?  My friends, the mystery of the story of the Great Flood is not that God exacted 
judgment upon the earth, but that God demonstrated such persevering grace.  The 
miracle of the Flood is that God so loved the world that he gave life on this planet a 
chance to start again. 
 
How he was to do this, by building a new nation from the faithful remnant of Noah’s 
family, is the part of the Storyline we’ll pick up next week.  But let me leave you with 
two takeaways from our time together today.  First, here’s the BOTTOM LINE from 
today’s study: Sin breaks the relationships essential to a life that is good, but God never 
stops working to restore his Creation.  That’s the good news.  Secondly, here’s the 
WALK THE LINE suggestion for today.  It’s a specific idea for living into the implications 
of today’s message in the week ahead.  Say to yourself: I will accept responsibility for 
something I’ve done to hurt an essential relationship and take a specific step with God’s 
help to address it.   This is part of how God will enable us to begin again. 
 
Let’s pray together… 


