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WHEN DOUBT IS DOUBTFUL 
Turning Points (Part 4) 

Text: John 9:13-34 
 
 

The Value of Doubt 
 
While it may seem strange to hear, I believe that honest doubt is one of the most under-
appreciated assets in the spiritual life.  A Providence so grand that it works even the 
agonies of this world into God’s good purposes ought to leave us mystified and 
confused at times.  Doctrines so deep that theologians have swum in them for 
centuries, should naturally leave us over our heads sometimes, struggling to get a 
nostril of understanding above water.  The complexity of balancing mercy and justice, 
forgiveness and accountability, freedom and responsibility simply ought to dizzy us at 
moments and leave us wondering if Christian ethics make any sense.  Show me a 
religion that suppresses these doubts… show me a church that feels the questioning 
mind is a threat to God’s truth… and I will show you a religious culture geared to 
enthroning blindness and not pursuing God’s Light.    
 
Have you ever noticed how untroubled Jesus was by honest questions and earnest 
doubters?  Ever notice how He actually encouraged them?  Jesus told stories designed 
to elicit searching questions.  He offered teaching aimed at disrupting people’s set 
worldviews and neatly packaged views of God.  He sent his followers out on missions 
that would bring them back puzzled and begging for answers.  He could have selected a 
band of disciples who simply nodded and took notes on all that He said.  But instead 
Jesus chose doubting Thomas, and pensive John, and feisty Philip, and struggling 
Peter and reflective Paul.   
 
Their questions became catalysts to a more confident understanding.  Their doubts 
drove them deeper in their dependence not on a religious system but on Him.  Their 
earnest searching helped them grasp that God’s ways are not always as our ways and 
that sometimes what looks like foolishness to us is actually the very wisdom of God.  
This is why Jesus is not troubled by our questions and qualms either.  He welcomes 
them; that is, unless these doubts are really a dodge. 
 

When Doubting Becomes A Dodge 
 
The Pharisees we meet in John’s gospel today had their questions and their doubts too 
– especially about Jesus.  And the way they pursued these concerns is worth our 
attention, I think.  The Pharisees were a class of people who claimed a great interest in 
the things of God.  They claimed a strong desire to please God and to prepare the way 
for His coming Messiah.  The prophet Micah had said that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem1 and it was common knowledge that this was precisely the town from which 
Jesus had come.  The prophet Isaiah had said that when the Messiah came, “the Spirit 
of the Lord will rest on him -- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit 
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of counsel and of power.”2  The Pharisees had heard time again the feelings of 
people that Jesus spoke with authority like this. Heck, they’d heard Him themselves.  
Isaiah had made it clear that the Messiah would make “the lame would leap like a 
deer,” and a short while before the Pharisees had spoken to a lame man now leaping 
around.3  The prophet promised that when the Christ came, “the eyes of the blind 
[would] be opened,”4 and in our lesson for today, they got to talk again with just such a 
man.  
 
But they still had their doubts about Jesus.  He didn’t fit their picture of God or even a 
holy man.  He ate meals with unsavory people.  He touched lepers.  He taught women.  
He welcomed gangs of children.  He called them, the duly constituted religious leaders, 
hypocrites and vipers.  They acknowledged that Jesus did appear to be doing some 
“miraculous signs” and at first blush they seem to be just honest doubters.  They 
appear to do the sorts of things that any earnest seeker after truth would naturally do.  
They ask “How is it that [this blind man] now can see?”  They talk to his parents to 
see if it’s true.  They ask the healed man: “What have you to say about him?”  “What 
did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?”   Like Herod inquiring of the magi 
where the Christ was born so that he might go and worship too, these Pharisees  might 
be mistaken at first as people of innocent intent. 
 
But as we study the story more closely, something very disturbing floats to the surface.  
These men are not particularly interested in whether Jesus has supernatural power or 
not.  They couldn’t care less that a poor blind man now sees.  They are searching for 
proof that Jesus actually made mud before he smeared it on the blind man’s eyes.  For 
if He did, then He would have again broken the law that said: “No work on the Sabbath.”  
They’d have one more reason to put Christ away. 
 
There’s a difference between the kind of question that is seeking real light and the kind 
that is actually aimed at keeping new light out.  There’s a difference between honest 
doubt and the determination to remain dominated by doubt.  There’s a difference 
between looking for truth and looking for a trump card that gives you the justification you 
want to stay sealed in your skepticism, comfortable in your control, safe in your seat.  If 
someone has a vested interest in not believing in God or accepting the unique authority 
of Jesus Christ, he may erect a hundred apparently rational reasons for his disbelief, 
when the truth is that it is simply more convenient for him to disbelieve.  Doubting 
becomes simply a dodge. 
 

Doubt and Faith 
 
Do you ever use doubt as a dodge?  Do you ever use uncertainty as a means of 
keeping God at a distance or avoiding responsibility for acting on what you DO know?   
I’ve noticed that my children often become deeply concerned with questions that are not 
quickly or easily answered, just as I’ve told them it’s bedtime.  It’s interesting how my 
own gravest intellectual doubt over the authority of the Bible and especially it’s teaching 
on premarital relations, just coincidentally occurred about the time I met my college 
girlfriend.   
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At times I’ve said that I struggle to believe in a loving God because of all the suffering in 
the world.  And yet, strangely, I find that I am able to believe in myself when, for loving 
purposes, I allow my children to suffer the consequences of their actions.  I am able to 
believe in coaches who grow the character and capacity of their players through 
sometimes painful testing and training.  I am able to believe in a government that does 
not enact every possible means for crushing evil because there are certain human 
freedoms it will not violate.  Why is that I am sometimes less able to trust in God’s wise 
providence?  Could it have anything to do with the fact that I don’t like exercise, even 
when it’s good for me; or that I wish that God would consult with me before giving others 
freedom; or that I don’t especially like the fact that Christ calls me to actually sacrifice in 
order to be His hands of help to the hurting? 
 
Many times in life, we come to an intersection where we have to make a crucial choice.  
One road before us is the trail of Dominating Doubt.  Along that trail are a hundred 
signs, some posted by a secular culture, some by our past experience, some by the sin 
in our soul.  Though the road seems somewhat dark, the signs are clean and well-lit 
from below. They say things like: “You’re a fool to believe in God.”  “You can’t trust the 
Bible.”  “All roads lead to the same place”  “Don’t pick up hitchhikers.”  “Remember what 
happened to you last time?”  “Just keep on the course you’re going.”  “Don’t risk a 
change.”  “You’re the King of the Road.” 
 
But there is another route that leads off to the right – and this one is the path of Humble 
Faith.  There is only one sign on this road, and it hangs on a cross-shaped post.  The 
sign is smeared with mud, or is it blood?  Regardless, it seems to shine with a power all 
its own.  And it simply says: “Trust and obey.”   
 
A blind man once stood at that intersection, filled with all kinds of doubts.  He’d suffered 
a lot through life.  He had lots of questions.  He’d found few answers.  But he heard a 
Voice begin to speak in tones both strong and gentle.  “Here, take this,” the Voice said 
as something warm and wet was smeared across his darkened eyes.  “Go wash in the 
Pool of Siloam…  Just trust and obey.”  Doubt likely rose in his throat, but then 
subsided, as he went and washed, just as Christ said.   It couldn’t have been easy.  
After all, he was a blind man stumbling toward a pool!  Who knows what might befall 
him along the way. 
 
What began as a risky step of trust and obedience became an experience of faith he 
couldn’t deny.  “This man put mud on my eyes and I washed, and I started to see.”  In 
time, the once-blind man comes to attach a spiritual significance to the experience.  “I 
think this person who touched me may be a prophet or something.”  Eventually, the 
healed man starts to think of himself in different terms.  When the Pharisees return to 
interrogate him again, the man asks, “Oh, do you want to become his disciple too?”  
Discipleship does not mean that he has all the answers.  The Pharisees say, “we know 
[Jesus] is a sinner.”  The man replies, “Look, whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t 
know.  But one thing I do know, I was blind and now I see.” 
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In time, this conviction about what has happened to him becomes an open testimony. 
“If this man were not from God, he could do nothing… yet he opened my eyes.”  
Believing this affirmation of Jesus to be bald blasphemy, the Pharisees immediately 
excommunicate the man from the community.  But, as He’d done with the lame man, 
Jesus went in search of him, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?"  "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe 
in him."  Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 
you."  And it is here that the healed man takes the final step of humble faith:  Then the 
man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.  
 
This is how it works for those who trust and obey: A risky step of commitment becomes 
a life-altering experience; then a spiritually significant story; then a journey of 
discipleship; then a capacity for testimony; and, at long last, even deeper belief and the 
joy of heartfelt worship.  As you stand at the crossroads today in the coming days, what 
will be the path for you?  Will it be the road of dominating doubt or the way of humble 
faith?  I pray that it will be the latter and that more and more, in ever deepening ways, 
as you trust in obey, you’ll find that you see. 
 
Please pray with me… 
 
 
                                                           
1 Micah 5:2 
2 Isaiah 11:2 
3 John 5:1-16 
4 Isaiah 35:5 


