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DON'T STOP TILL JOY 
Stewardship Secrets (Part 1) 

Text: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 
“God loves a cheerful giver,” says the Apostle Paul. He loves people who are givers—as He 
is—who sow resources toward his Kingdom’s purposes not “sparingly” but “generously,” as He 
does. God loves people who give “not reluctantly or under compulsion,” says Paul, but—with 
“hilarotes” (as the Greek has it)—with a “hilarious joy.” Does that sound like the way that you 
and I come at the stewardship of the resources entrusted to us? 
 
When I was in college, I spent a summer employed at a working farm, a site for outdoor 
education, operated by the Westchester County Parks Department near to where I grew up in 
New York. Knowing how cash-strapped such places typically are, I tried to be frugal with the 
supplies I was given there. When feeding the animals I was careful not to dole out more than a 
measured spadeful. When repairing the barn roof, I sought to conserve nails by spacing them 
out. When planting vegetables, I spread the seed in careful lines. And it bugged me that the 
longer-term farmhands didn’t share this concern. These people used resources like they 
couldn’t run out. 
 
Over time, it began to hit me that there was something wrong with this picture. For a County 
Farm, this place had a bizarre level of abundance to it. It had a brand new tractor, beautiful tack 
for the horses, a constant stream of new supplies whenever anything ran out. Finally, I asked 
one of the long-term workers how the Farm Manager—a guy named Frank who went around 
smiling and checking on things—could spend so extravagantly when all the newspapers said 
the County Parks Department was in the red. "Ah, so no one’s told you about Frank" my co-
worker said. “What about him?” I asked. "Well, the County holds the deed to this place; but it’s 
Frank that supplies it. You see, Frank’s an heir to the Borden's Dairy fortune! He doesn’t work 
here because he has to, but because he wants to. And he just loves to see this place thrive.” 
 
The Apostle Paul is telling us that you and I work for a Manager like that, only One infinitely 
greater. The Apostle Paul says that: "God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all that you need; you will abound in every good work... [For] He who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge 
the harvest" if you sow generously and bountifully to make his Kingdom thrive. 
 
Those words sure challenge the "Container Mentality" by which many of us live, don't they? 
Many of us have been raised on the idea that the goal of life is to accumulate and conserve as 
much as we can because, if we're not careful, the resources could run out. Part of stewardship 
surely is about being conservative. We ought to be frugal about what we spend on ourselves. 
We ought to be wise in the way we use resources of any kind. We ought to recognize that when 
it comes to caring for the Earth, we ARE dealing with limited resources. But when it comes to 
working God’s Farm, the Apostle Paul urged us to live less with a Container Mindset and more 
with a "Conduit Mentality." Pour out your resources as abundantly as you can, says Paul, 
because you can’t out give God. The more you give, the more you’ll find to your joy that God will 
“supply and increase your store of seed” to keep the work going. 
 
This is one of the reasons why people who understand the secrets of stewardship are “cheerful” 
in what they do. It is a joy to watch God restock their provisions as they give them away. But 
there’s a second reason, Paul points to for generous giving: It is also fun to meet the needs of 
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people in a way that moves them toward God. Paul writes to the Corinthians: "This service that 
you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God… [People are praising] God for the obedience that accompanies 
your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with 
everyone else.” In other words, you’re not just talking about God’s grace; you’re allowing that 
grace to live and move through you in a way that brings people face-to-face with God. 
 
Author Thomas Carlyle discovered that kind of joy early in life. His writings gained him immense 
fame and fortune. But when asked why he chose to give so much of his resources away, do you 
know what he said? He recounted a moment from his childhood, when a beggar came to the 
door of his house. His parents were not home, but on an impulse, little Thomas broke into his 
own savings bank and gave the beggar all that he had. "I thought God was dead," said the 
destitute man. "But now I know he is alive and cares." Carlyle later said that never before or 
since had he known such joy as at that moment. It began a life-long pattern of giving he couldn't 
imagine being joyful without. 
 
A businessman in my former congregation once withdrew $5,000 in $50 bills, just for the fun of 
giving them away one by one as the Spirit led, and then of seeing how often people gave God 
the appropriate credit for moving him to such generosity. An older woman in that same church 
gave her entire property and home to fund a new Emergency Room at a local hospital a decade 
before she died. When I asked her why, Margaret said: “I didn't want to wait till heaven for the 
pleasure of seeing my estate at work meeting people's needs. I like to hear people giving glory 
to God for the way what He gave me helped them.” 
 
It is a joy to watch God resupply the seed so that we can keep on giving. It is a joy to meet 
people’s needs and hear God receiving the glory when we do. And it is also a joy to see the 
communion that gets created between people where God’s generous spirit reigns. Writing to the 
Corinthian Christians, urging them to give to meet the needs of the suffering believers in 
Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul says “their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing 
grace God has given you.” Paul saw the generosity of the Corinthians deepening the linkage 
between parts of the Body of Christ. “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” he says. 
 
Some years ago at the University Presbyterian Church in Seattle, a small group of people dared 
to wonder what moving to a higher level of giving might do to the quality of their communion 
together. There was a widow in the church who often bemoaned the condition of her car. Well, 
one morning she went out to her driveway and found a car she didn't recognize. Oh it was the 
same car alright—only someone had stolen it in the night, given it a complete tune-up, detail, 
and body job, and then returned it in mint condition. On the dashboard was a simple note 
signed: "God's Desperadoes." 
 
Awhile later, several dozen different single parents arrived at their separate homes, exhausted 
from a hard day's work and dreading the prospect of having to pull dinner together for the kids. 
Only when they got to the front door, they found a steaming hot pizza and a liter of cold Pepsi 
waiting to greet them. Again, the note simply said: "Enjoy!—From God's Desperadoes." As time 
went by, it seemed like the Desperadoes were everywhere. A truck full of firewood arrived at the 
home of a poor family. Groceries were delivered to the house full of disabled kids. Yardwork got 
done and babysitters got hired, as the number of Desperadoes grew. 
 
Well, you can imagine how upsetting this was for church life as usual. Suddenly people who'd 
passed by one another without a second glance at church started to smile at one another and 
shake hands with strangers. After all, that person you might otherwise snub, just could be the 
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person who helped you make the house payment last month! It must have felt awkward at first, 
but wouldn't it be fun to be part of a church like that? The Book of Hebrews says, “Therefore, 
since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who FOR THE 
JOY set before him endured the cross.” 
 
We talk sometimes about “giving till it hurts,” and I don’t want to soft-peddle that. Living a life like 
Jesus means loving people enough to sacrifice for them. But as we come to this table today, do 
remember that the aim and end of being a steward of God’s grace is not suffering but the kind of 
joy that Jesus knows: The joy of finding that when we have poured our life out in love like seed 
for another, God himself resupplies that life… The joy of being part of the Father’s redeeming 
work, meeting the needs of people… The joy of helping turn people’s hearts toward our God… 
And the joy of that amazing communion the generous love of Christ can create. How much 
should we give? Paul and Jesus would say: “Give until it produces joy." For the Lord our God 
loves—and is Himself—a “cheerful giver.” 
 
Please pray with me... 
 
Gracious God, we have heard the teaching of your Word, that "the one who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully." Supply us with 
the courage to sow as bountifully as each of us can. We thank you that there were men and 
women in Corinth who worked this field before us. Just as they ultimately did give generously in 
response to your call, grow in us a trust in your promise to provide continuing provision when we 
pour ourselves out for you. Inspire in us a passion to see people touched by our gifts and giving 
you the glory for it. And create through our giving a spirit of loving community here where grace 
truly abounds in every way. Amen.  
 
 
Hebrews 12 


