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DISTURBING THE PEACE 
Got Peace? (Part 2) 

Text: Luke 2:21-35 
 

Peace On The Cliffside 
 
What kind of peace are you looking for in life?  I know that may sound like a strange 
question, but I’ve come to see that the word “peace” means different things to different 
people.  So let me ask you again:  What sort of peace would you like to find in deeper 
measure?  Do you ever long for an inner serenity that enables you to live through the 
stormy changes and conflicts of our time and not lose your balance?  Ever yearn for a 
humble confidence that steadies you when others are losing their cool?  Have you 
sometimes hungered to be absolutely certain of your standing before God and at ease 
about your eternal destination?  Have you ever wanted to be free to love more fully?  
Ever yearned to be largely unafraid before anything that can help you grow?  This is 
something of what the Bible means when it speaks of “peace.”   
 
As we explored in our study of Hebrews 6 last week, this peace tends to grow in those 
who put their weight on the promises of God.  God’s promises are the spiritual strands 
of the rope of true hope.  This rope is anchored by Jesus himself, high atop the rock of 
eternity.  When we hold fast to the promises God makes in His Word, we find that the 
winds and waves of life do not sweep us away.  Oh, we may slip on the cliff-face at 
times, but the rope keeps us from being lost.  Tied to His promises and pulled by his 
grace, we discover that we’re able to rise higher and see more clearly than we did 
before.   
 
When fear also rises, Jesus – “who went before us”1 - steadies the rope and calls us 
to hold tighter to what He’s told us.   “Don’t be afraid,” he says. “You’re tied to me.”   In 
time, you come to trust the cords of His character more and more and there grows 
within you a deeper readiness to trust His leading, to rely on your connection with God, 
no matter what the external circumstances are.  Again, this is something of what the 
Bible means when it speaks of a “peace that passes understanding.”2   
 

Peace On The Beach 
 
I’m aware that this vision of peace ISN’T the one many people hold most highly.  For 
many people, peace doesn’t seem to be too much about a relationship with God or the 
state of soul that flows from it.  Peace is often described more in terms of particular 
sorts of places and positions in life than it is in terms of certain kinds of promises, 
perspectives, or people.  It can become that way for any of us.  Peace can be that 
beach in the tropics where there are no cell phones or pagers or deadlines.  Peace is 
that armchair where you sip International Flavors coffee after the kids are asleep or at 
school.  Peace is the woods in the early morning.  It’s on the yacht of that guy who 
wisely entrusted his investments to Paine-Webber.  Peace is the absence of storm and 
noise and hardship and conflict.  
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Maybe that is partly why even the most irreligious amongst us is drawn to the Christmas 
story.  We read that “Mary treasured up all the things [the angel told her] and 
pondered them in her heart,”3 and something within us connects with the image.  
“What I wouldn’t give to be able to have some protected space to just sit and ponder 
quietly the deeper things of life more frequently than I do.”  We hear that “there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night”4 and it taps 
into that part of us that would love to leave the crowded cacophony behind and find a 
spot to recline ourselves on that ancient hillside, and fall asleep beneath the silent stars.   
 
Who wouldn’t like to finally reach that place of financial freedom like those wise men 
who were able to go off on long vacations to exotic places and lavish expensive gifts on 
others?   I know I’m stretching the story now, but I think you get the point:  It is easy for 
our notions of peace – even at Christmastime -- to be associated with places of less 
pressure and with positions of more privilege.  Peace can seem to be about order, 
predictability, quiet and ease.   
 

What Certain Old Folks Know 
 
Maybe it was once that way for the subscriber who sent in a letter to a small-town 
newspaper.  The letter was actually a thank you note from the subscriber’s grandson 
after the boy had stayed with her and her husband for a few days.  The note read as 
follows:  “Dear Grandma Kubescheski, I had lots of fun at your house.  I am sorry I dug 
up all of your plants.  I am sorry I used a whole roll of toilet paper.  I am sorry I put it in 
the toilet.  I am sorry I tried to flush it down.  I am sorry the water went all over your 
floor.  I am sorry I bothered your neighbors… and made Grandpa mad… and put sand 
in your house… and lost three spoons.  Grandma, can I come again for a few weeks in 
the summer?  Your grandson, Gary Peters.” 
 
There are all kinds of peace, aren’t there?  There is the peace of a home that is prim 
and proper, quaint and quiet, a place where each garden row and furniture cushion lies 
in perfect order.  And there is the peace of a home where love and learning run riot and 
spoons get lost.  Which peace do you think Grandma Kubescheski valued more highly?     
 
Sometimes it’s only late in life that people find a peace that springs from something 
much deeper than order, predictability, quiet, and ease.  Simeon may have been like 
that.  Luke chapter 2, says that Simeon was a “righteous and devout” man, who was 
“waiting for the consolation of Israel.”  Most Jews thought their consolation would 
come at the hand of a warrior Messiah who would liberate Israel from the oppressive 
requirements of Rome and usher in a new era of prosperity.  In other words, they felt 
that the Messiah would establish Israel as a place with less pressures and give them a 
position with more privileges.  Most Israelites seem to hold to the world’s picture of 
peace. 
 
“It had been revealed to [Simeon] by the Holy Spirit [however] that he would not 
die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
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temple courts… on the eighth day, when it was time” for Jesus to be circumcised 
and “consecrated to the Lord… When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 
for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God.  ‘Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 
servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation.’”   
 

A Disturbing Peace 
 
What is fascinating is how radically different Simeon’s vision of that salvation is from the 
worldly picture of peace.  He does not speak of Jesus ushering in an age of perpetually 
silent nights and placid daytimes. No, “This child,” Simeon prophesies, “is destined 
to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.”  In other 
words, the Spirit revealed to Simeon something of the true and radical nature of the 
peace this child would bring.  
 
Jesus would grow up to cause the “falling” of those so committed to the false peace of 
a self-ordered, predictable, quiet and easy life that they had no real room for God.  The 
gospels show Jesus doing all that He could to disturb the shallow peace of people for 
whom wealth or religion or busyness had become a substitute for a real relationship 
with the living God.  He challenged them to see the foolishness of putting their hope in 
their rusting securities, their superficial piety, their momentary power.  Jesus sought to 
humble such people at every turn, not in order to crush them but in order to convert 
them – to help them discover the deepest possible peace.  
 
Conversely, Simeon saw that Jesus would cause the “rising” of all who knew their 
need of that kind of peace.  Those willing to admit their sins and need of God; those 
willing to trust God’s promises in the midst of life’s storms and conflicts; those willing to 
love the messy Gary Peter’s and Simon Peter’s, the Mary Magdalene’s and Lazarus’ 
around them, more than they loved their own neat rows and arrangements; these 
people Jesus would lift up. 
 
The question I want to leave you with today is: “Which kind of peace are you and I most 
interested in now?”  As Simeon said, the true orientation of our “hearts will be 
revealed” by which vision of peace we speak for and which against in coming days.  
Jesus once said to his disciples: “My peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you; but not as the world gives, give I unto you.”5  Have we come far enough in life 
ourselves… are we open enough to the Holy Spirit… to humbly recognize which 
understanding of peace has been uppermost in us till now?   
 
Maybe we could stop yearning so much for the easy, self-ordered life and start praying 
more for the rich, God-ordered one – no matter how challenging it might get at times?  
“Let it be to me, God, according to thy will.”  Perhaps we could evaluate some of the 
things that have disturbed the “peace” of our lives in recent days and ask if they might 
not, in fact, be bridges instead of the barriers they seem to the advancement of God’s 
desires for our lives?   
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Maybe we could stop expecting a quiet, quaint Christmas and start listening more for 
the God who disturbs the silent night with the shouts of angels and the cry of children, 
calling us to get up and go somewhere new.  Perhaps we’ll pick up the Christ Child in a 
fresh way or for the first time this year and discover to our wonder – as Simeon did -- 
that it is not really we who hold Him in our arms, but He that holds us.  
 
Let’s pray together… 
 
“Lord, dismiss your servants in peace – not merely to a place of less pressure or a 
position of more privilege.  Dismiss us in that deep abiding peace – that profound 
confidence and hopeful expectation that you alone can give.  For we pray in the name 
of Jesus our Savior.  Amen.” 
                                                           
1 Hebrews 6:13-20 
2 Philippians 4:7 
3 Luke 2:19 
4 Luke 2:8 
5 John 14:27 


