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I 
 
When we left the storyline last week, God had used Joseph, the great-grandson of 
Abraham, to preserve the entire Hebrew family through a time of killing famine. Joseph 
brought his brothers, the eventual heads of the famous Twelve Tribes of Israel, down 
from the land of Canaan to the great civilization of Egypt. It was like taking a seedling 
struggling in the desert and depositing it in a bed of rich mulch and, for the next 430 
years, the tree of Israel grew.  The first chapter of Exodus, which means “mass 
departure” or “emigration,” picks up the story.  Let’s read this text responsively…  
 
6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the 
Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly 
numerous, so that the land was filled with them. 8 Then a new king, who did 
not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 9 "Look," he said to his 
people, "the Israelites have become much too numerous for us. 10 Come, we 
must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, 
if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the 
country." 11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced 
labor… 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and 
spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13 and worked them 
ruthlessly. 
 
Ultimately, the king of Egypt decrees the kind of “final solution” that has been 
attempted too often in history and among many different people groups. He orders the 
Hebrew midwives to kill every male Jewish child.  When the women refuse this, “Then 
Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: "Every boy that is born you must 
throw into the Nile…” Exodus 1:22).  Remembering, perhaps, how God had 
preserved his people in the time of Noah, a particular Hebrew woman named, 
Jochebed, makes for her infant son a tiny ark of papyrus reeds and pushes him out 
upon the flood of the Nile.  
 

II 
 
The story of what happened next has been immortalized in movies like the Ten 
Commandments and more recently by Dreamwork Pictures, The Prince of Egypt.  Most 
of us know how the child was providentially found by none other than the daughter of 
Pharaoh himself and raised as her own son. Exodus 2:10 tells us that she named him 
Moses, which means, "I drew him out of the water." Although raised as a prince, 
Moses knows of his original identity and feels a deep compassion for the slave-people 
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from which he’d come.  One day, he sees an Egyptian taskmaster abusing one of the 
Israelites and Moses erupts in a primal rage, killing the man.   
 
Perhaps fearing that his secret identity as a Jew will now be discovered, Moses flees to 
the Arabian desert of Midian.  There he meets and winds up marrying Zipporah, the 
daughter of a prosperous shepherd named Jethro.  For the next forty years Moses lives 
in the wilderness, tending his father-in-law’s flocks, trying to hide from his past and just 
get by in the present – an experience that, perhaps, some of us understand too.  But 
little does Moses know (as sometimes we don’t either) that nothing he has been 
through is going to be wasted, if he stays open to God.  Apparently, Moses does, 
because as he is out tending flocks on the side of Mount Horeb one day, Moses 
encounters a bush burning on the hillside and notices that, somehow, the flames are 
not consuming the bush.  Suddenly, Moses hears a voice of holy power speaking to him 
out of the burning glory.  The voice reveals itself to him as the great covenant-keeping 
“God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” He tells Moses that his heart has been moved 
by the plight of the Israelites and that he plans to use Moses to deliver them from 
bondage in Egypt.  Through Moses, God will take his people back to the Promised Land 
of Canaan. 
 
Moses protests that God must have the wrong man, because he isn’t gifted in any of 
the ways that such a task requires.  Moses can’t see that his knowledge of the courts of 
Egypt, his compassion for the Hebrew people, his experience shepherding a wandering 
flock, and even his familiarity with survival in the wilderness have all been preparing 
him for this greatest stage of his life’s journey.  More importantly, the great “I AM” (in 
Hebrew the word is “Yahweh”) will be with him.  The holy power of God himself will 
accomplish his purposes through Moses. 
 

III 
 
The next chapters tell the amazing story of how God keeps this promise. Accompanied 
by his brother, Aaron (who God appoints as Moses’ press secretary), Moses returns to 
Egypt.  In one of the most heroic acts of history, Moses walks into the center of the 
Egyptian court, stares into the face of the most powerful man on earth, and says to 
Pharoah: “Let my people go.”  Of course, Pharoah immediately falls on his face, 
convicted of his sinful treatment of the Israelites.  He repents of his evil acts and 
generously encourages God’s people to go on their way!  No, he doesn’t.  As God had 
predicted, the king of Egypt hardens his heart against Moses and his God.  To tenderize 
Pharoah, God sends a series of famous plagues upon the Egyptians.  Only after the 
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tenth calamity – and we’ll return to that in a moment – does Pharoah finally relent and 
let the Israelites leave.   
 
The victory is short-lived, however, and Pharoah sets out after the Israelites in a 
murderous rage. Trapped at the edge of the Red Sea with Pharaoh’s army closing fast, 
it seems curtains for God’s people.  But then, in an event that would live forever in the 
Jewish mind, God makes a Way.  He spectacularly divides the sea, allows the Israelites 
to cross over on dry land, and then collapses the walls of water upon the pursuing 
army.  It is one further reminder of the great price that is sometimes paid on the way 
to redemption. 
 
The closing chapters of our reading for this week describe the early journey of the 
children of Israel through the wilderness.  Remarkably, the people are soon grumbling 
against God and wishing they were back in Egypt.  How often I have seen this pattern 
in my own life; perhaps you’ve seen it in yours as well.  I’m in trouble and cry out to 
God.  God blesses me significantly.  I am momentarily thankful.  And then I go back to 
my old ways.  I forget God altogether or complain to him that things are not as they 
should be.  Can you relate to any of that? 
 
This is why it is so helpful to have a Moses in your life.  Again and again, we see Moses 
reminding the Israelites of all that God has done for them and challenging them to 
renew their faith.  Along the way, God patiently proves himself to be a great guide and 
provider.  He supplies them with manna (a foodstuff like bread that appeared each day) 
to fill their growling stomachs.  He brings forth water from a rock to slake their thirst.  
Both of these acts, I might add, are advance signs, pointing to the bread of heaven and 
the living water that God will one day supply in a much greater sense. 
 
As I hope you see by now, a great deal of what happens in the Old Testament story 
works like this.  It is intended to prefigure – that is, to set a pattern that helps us 
recognize the meaning of – events that are to come.  We see how God works in the 
past so that, further down the storyline, we are able to recognize how God is working in 
the present.  There is, however, one particular event from the Exodus story which 
stands above all the others in significance. It is one which prefigures the greatest event 
in all of history and sets in context what Christians around the world are doing at tables 
like this one today.  
 

IV 
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In Exodus 12, God performs one final agonizing act to break the grip of evil on his 
people and force Pharaoh to let them go.  After giving Pharaoh not just one but nine 
gracious chances to repent of his sin and change his ways, God finally and sadly speaks 
Pharoah’s language; he meets the dictator with the same kind of violence Egypt has 
already unleashed on Israel. On one dark night, God sends the angel of death to strike 
down every first-born child in the land. But even then, God in his mercy provides a Way 
to avoid this penalty.  He instructs the faithful to take a young lamb without defect or 
blemish, sacrifice it, and mark the doorposts of their home with its blood.  The awful 
sacrifice of the innocent lamb was to be a “sign,” God says. It was to be a sign of the 
awfulness and horror of stubborn sin.  But it was also to be a sign of God’s commitment 
to provide a way of deliverance for those who put their trust in his power to deliver 
them through the sacrifice of a perfect lamb.  It was on that night, that the believers 
were set free from bondage. 
 
For generations after that, the children of Israel commemorated the night of that 
Passover.   They forgot many of God’s commandments, but this one they always kept.  
In the springtime of each year, each family sacrificed a lamb, held a feast, and 
remembered how – at a terrible price – God had delivered them from bondage.  But it 
was not until the week of the Passover celebration, fifteen hundred years later, that the 
full meaning of the sign was to be written in.  Only then was the full cost and color of 
redemption to become absolutely clear. 
 
The Bible says that a man who’d presided at the Passover supper in a certain house in 
Jerusalem, now poured wine into the cup that was known in Hebrew ritual as the cup of 
redemption. And, then, he who John the Baptist had strangely called “the lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) made it clear that he was 
The One to which the whole storyline had always been pointing. He was the fulfillment 
of the famous statement made long ago by Abraham that “God will provide himself 
the lamb” (Genesis 22:8).  Jesus revealed himself to his disciples as the final, flawless 
sacrifice -- God providing himself as the lamb – in order to set, not just Israel, but the 
whole world free from slavery to sin and death. 
 
The question I want to ask you to ponder today is a simple one: Is this just a story to 
you?   Is it just an interesting religious fable or piece of history?  The way you answer 
that question will depend greatly on how you answer this deeper one: Do I need 
deliverance?  Am I being cruelly mastered by anything?   Am I caught in an attitude or 
habit or pattern of living that is destroying the image of God in me or making me do 
that to others?  Are sin’s sharp shackles holding me fast anywhere?  Do I fear the angel 
of death hovering over me in any way?  Or, have I lived in chains for so many years – 
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surrounded by so many other slaves -- that I’ve simply grown accustomed to the weight 
of bondage?  Do I need deliverance? 
 
If you can answer “Yes” to that question, then come to this Table of remembrance and 
redemption today.  Let the house of your heart be marked by the blood of the Lamb.  
Then leave forgiven.  Leave free.  Leave full of the life and love of the God of salvation 
who in his great mercy offers to meet all of us here. 
 
Let’s pray together… 
 
O lamb of God who takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
 
Study Guide Link: http://www.cc-ob.org/pdf/10-05-08StorylineStudyGuide.pdf 


