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AN ANCHOR IN THE STORM 
Got Peace? (Part 1) 

Text:  Hebrews 6:13-20 
 

Searching for Peace In An Insecure World 
 
The season of Advent invites us to take our eyes off of the December 7ths and the 
September 11ths of history and fix our eyes instead on the import of greater days.  
Instead of focusing on the sneak attacks that bring so much conflict and unease to our 
lives, we are called to focus instead on the surprising invasions of grace that offer us 
hope and peace.  Advent challenges us to remember that we live, in a sense, in the 
season between D-Day and VJ-Day; between the day when the Prince of Peace first 
established a beachhead on human shores and that day when He will return to 
conclude an eternal Peace.   
 
For many of us, however, life today feels much more stormy than safe.  If we’re not 
literally running for cover like those sailors at Pearl Harbor or pedestrians at Ground 
Zero, then we’re often like those Marines steaming their way through heavy seas 
toward Normandy or the uncertain shores in today’s daily news.  Few of us walk the 
decks of life with the kind of inner peace we'd like to feel.  Even before the War on 
Terrorism began, most of us had been waging a war on insecurity at one level or 
another.   
 
Some of us absorbed so many negative messages when we were young that we 
continually struggle with whether we are adequate to the heavy tasks of life.  Even 
those of us who received great encouragement as kids deal daily with advertisers bent 
on convincing us something's still missing.  We perpetually fall short of the standard 
set by Hollywood heroes whose make-believe beauty, brains, or bravery seem oh-so 
real and unattainable.  
 
People move so fast and far these days that the deep friendships, neighborhoods, and 
families that used to supply people with a sense of security and stability are often torn 
apart.  Like soldiers on the verge of battle, some of us learn to avoid close 
relationships, lest we have to say a painful goodbye.  The winds of change buffet our 
boats, forcing us to adjust to new rules, new ways of doing things, and leaving some of 
us almost seasick from the sheer motion of life.   
 
And then, whatever confidence we may have left after all of this travel, is subject to 
assault by the Enemy as well.  Maybe we've almost made it to our goal only to be 
shelled by a marital blow-up, a financial reversal, some trauma in the life of a loved 
one.  Perhaps we’re going along fine, until we step on the landmine of an unexpected 
illness.  Maybe someone dear to us is suddenly gone, or we’re shot through the heart 
by an enemy we'd failed to see, or we find ourselves suddenly at war.  How do you 
find a sense of serenity when life feels a lot more like a fight up the beach at 
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Normandy or up the steep mountains of Afghanistan than those Christmas card 
images of peace and joy? 
 

Abraham & Sarah 
 
Abraham – the man mentioned at the start of our Bible text for today and revered by 
Christians, Jews, and Muslims alike – he might tell us.  If ever there was someone with 
reason for insecurity, there he was.  Abram dwelled in a culture where the only health 
insurance or social security you could really count on was the aid you’d receive from 
your various kids. He lived at a time when people believed that the number of offspring 
you had was a direct indicator of how worthy you were in the sight of God.  But 
Abraham and Sarah were childless. 
  
The only things Abraham and Sarah did have were the plot of land they owned in Ur – 
a city on the mouth of the Euphrates River in what today is Iraq.  As long as they 
stayed in Ur, maybe there would be some friends to comfort them when the humiliation 
of their barrenness got to be too much.  As long as they remained in Ur, perhaps 
there'd be someone to feed and care for them when they became too old to even beg 
any longer.  And yet, the Bible says that when Abram was 75 years old, God said: 
“Leave your country, your people… and go to the land I will show you.”1 
 
Talk about insecurity!?  Out on the stormy seas at 75, with little popular evidence of 
their worth; no home or support net; not even a beach or a drop-zone to aim for!  And 
yet there was one thing that Abraham and Sarah did have that I failed to mention.  And 
I should have, because it’s the most important asset any of us can ever have.  
Abraham and Sarah had complete confidence in the promises of God.  They 
remembered a time when they had heard God say to them:  "I will surely bless you 
and give you many descendants…” “I will make your name great… and all 
people on earth will be blessed through you.”2  They were convinced, as Hebrews 
6:18 states, that “It is impossible for God to lie.” And so they grabbed hold of the 
rope of faith and followed God wherever He led, one step at a time. 
 
And history records that God kept His promises.  God gave Abraham descendants -- 
two sons, Isaac and Ishmael -- through whom the vast Jewish, Arab, and Christian 
peoples have come.  God made this inconspicuous man’s name great; to this day 
Abraham is revered by Jews, Christians, and Muslims around the world.  And, most 
significant of all, God extended the opportunity of blessing for all people on earth, 
through the lineage of Abraham, with the birth of Jesus, the light of the world.  
 

The Faithfulness of God 
 
These were the promises God made to Abraham.  Have you thought much about the 
promises God has made to you and me?  They ought to help conquer our insecurities 
and give us a sense of peace.  When you are feeling alone, rejected, or afraid, 
remember that God has promised: "I will never leave you nor forsake you."3  When 
you think that your failings will have the last word about you, or that our nation is 
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doomed to violence, remember that He has promised:  "If my people who are called 
by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land."4  When you are questioning whether your life is adding up to anything, 
remember His promise that: "If you remain in me, and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit."5   
 
Should the day ever come when you wonder how you'll manage to survive through a 
financial crisis, remember that he has said: "If I so clothe the grass of the field, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how will I not much 
more clothe you--you of little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will 
we eat?' or 'What will we wear?'  For indeed [I] know what you need."6 Even 
should you discover the ultimate anxiety, the kind that comes when you feel the cold 
hand of death beginning to reach out for you, remember then that he has promised:  "I 
am the resurrection and the life, whosoever believes in me, though you die, yet 
shall you live."7 
 

The Frontrunner 
 
Do you know why we can believe that God will be as faithful in keeping these promises 
to us as He was to Abraham and Sarah?  It is because, as to Abraham, God has 
confirmed these promises with an oath on His own name;  that is, He has backed them 
with His very person.  To get at that truth let me share with you one more true story 
then close our time together. 
 
I’m told that the Allies didn't know exactly what to expect when they landed on the 
coast of Normandy on June 6, 1944.  And so, as an extra precaution, they sent a 
special party far to the southern coast, where the sea met not a sandy beach but cliffs 
of sheer but unguarded stone.  In the dark of night, a small landing party approached 
the base of the cliffs and fired a rocket towards the top.  Attached to the missile was a 
steel grapnel.  And attached to the grapnel was a light rope.  When the rocket landed 
on top of the cliffs, the party below pulled on the rope until the grapnel above caught in 
the grass.  It was then that all eyes in that group would fall on one of its members – the 
one whose task it would be to climb the thin rope, trailing a larger heavier one behind 
him.  That soldier had to be the bravest and the best, for upon his efforts depended the 
whole mission.  When that frontrunner reached the top, he would attach the grapnel to 
something truly secure and give two tugs on the cord, signalling that the way was safe 
and clear. 
 
One member of such a landing party tells the story in these words:  "The minute those 
two tugs came, we jumped out of our boats, cold and wet on the waves and rocks... 
and scaled the cliffs.  It was a hairy experience, but for the utter confidence we had in 
the one who had gone before us... in the anchor he had fastened for us... and the rope 
he had let down."  His action became our inspiration, our peace in that time of conflict. 
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Hebrews 6:19-20 reads: “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure,” for Jesus “went before us.”  The Greek literally says that Jesus has been 
our “prodromos,” a military term meaning “a frontrunner.”  You see God did not just 
offer us nice-sounding words to cheer us slightly in insecure times.  He didn’t give us 
platitudes like the pleasant phrases of a Christmas card we smile as we read, then put 
on the shelf and forget.  No, God wanted to give us a peace profoundly deeper and 
more lasting than that.  And so He did not just write a sympathetic note to us from a 
distance.  He crossed the vast ocean that separates us and washed up on the sands 
of this world at Bethlehem.  Targeted by evil from the very moment He hit the beach, 
Jesus volunteered Himself, facing all the vulnerabilities we face in life’s battles.   
 
And then He did something even more amazing still.  Jesus “went before us.”  He 
became our “prodromos.”  He scaled the cliff of Calvary, hands bleeding from the task.  
He ascended higher than any mere human being ever could and set for us an anchor 
on the rock of eternity.  Now, the book of Hebrews suggests, Jesus intercedes for us 
like a “high-priest.”  And one day, I believe, we will ascend the rope that Jesus has 
let down, crest the cliff, and see Him standing there, smiling, steadying the line of His 
promises.   
 
We’ll know then with total certainty that we were never alone, even in our darkest 
moments.  We’ll fall on our knees at the top of the cliff, facing the fullness of God’s 
holy glory and weeping with joy at the full realization that He truly and utterly forgave 
us all our fears and sins the moment we took hold of the rope in faith.  From that 
height we’ll know how perfectly God was working out His good purposes even through 
our losses, even amidst the struggles of these days.  We’ll see with flawless vision 
then the fruit Christ was bearing through our simple obedience to His teaching.  We’ll 
understand His power and wonder how we ever worried about the outcome of the final 
War.   
 
This is what the Advent of Jesus means. Have you got something of that peace today?  
In the words of the old hymn:  “Do you have an anchor that keeps your soul, steadfast 
and sure while the billows roll, fastened to the Rock that will never be moved, 
grounded firm and deep in the savior's love?”  Each of us can, the writer of Hebrews 
says: “Take hold of the hope” that Jesus trails down to you today, and “be greatly 
encouraged.”  Give that rope a tug.  Feel it’s strength in your hands.  Put your weight 
on His promises.  And find today, even in a world of conflict, the peace only Christ can 
give. 
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