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A SINGING FAITH 
Reflections on the Songs of the Christian Heart 

 
 

This message was developed as a multi-part narrative interspersed between songs sung 
by our choirs and congregation.  The ellipses (…) at the end of each section indicate 
where the message transitioned to these musical offerings.  
 

We Are a People of Singing Faith  
 
As the cover of your bulletin suggests, today we are giving special accent to the 
Worship Arts and especially to the role of music in the life of the people of God. It is 
hard to read the Bible or study Christian history and not be struck by the fact that ours 
is “A Singing Faith.”  From the Songs of Moses1 and Miriam, Deborah and David in the 
Old Testament to the Songs of Mary and the Angels and of Zechariah and Elizabeth in 
the New, people of biblical faith have found that words alone are not quite enough to 
describe their experience of God. 
 
Something about the fullness of God seems to call forth a fuller response from us than 
mere speech can capture.  Something about the wonder of who God is and what God 
does starts to vibrate at the center of our selves, till it moves up and out, overflowing 
the container of our bodies, and setting the very air of this world astir.  
 
The Book of Genesis says that all of creation began in that way.  All that came into 
being flowed out like the notes of a perfect song from the voice of the Triune Choir of 
God.  The Book of Revelation pictures the end destination of all history in a similar way.  
It shows us the greatest concert and choir festival ever put on as the most marvelous 
souls from all across the world and time, come streaming into the throne room of God, 
erupting in a song of rapturous praise.   Revelation 4 says that: “Day and night they 
never stop” singing: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty.”2   
 
Every time we come to worship, we are realigning ourselves with these realities.  We 
are remembering the perfect harmony with which Creation began.  We are anticipating 
the perfect glory in which all things finally end.  In the midst of this still-for-now 
discordant, harsh and noisy world, we are seeking to have our souls re-tuned to the 
infinite beauty and majesty and goodness of God – that perfect pitch of personality God 
has and we need – that we describe with this one word -- “Holy, holy, holy.”  Let’s 
worship God today as we join ourselves in song… 
 

We Sing to Praise or Learn to Praise God 
 
The mercy and might of God would not be so important to us, were life a carefree 
journey.  But it’s not, is it?  A few of us stood in an ICU unit this week with two parents 
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and their 10 year-old boy who’d been hit with a baseball and begun bleeding in his 
brain.  I visited with another family still dealing with the effects of a tragedy that 
happened 20 years ago.  All around us are people feeling the crush of bills and 
schedules and relationship struggles and a whole lot more.  Many of us are in that circle 
ourselves. 
 
King David of Israel certainly was.  He knew that for all the genuine joys of life, every 
week brings its share of challenges.  It’s why it made such a difference to him that God 
existed – that God was not some fond fantasy or some distant deity, but a powerful 
Presence working out His good purposes right in the middle of real, daily life.   
 
Both to express this faith and to reinforce it, David wrote song after song about his 
experience of God.  Those songs have come down to us in the form of the book we call 
the Psalms.  In 2nd Samuel 22, for example, we’re told that King “David sang to the 
Lord the words of this song: ‘The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge… He is my stronghold, 
my refuge and my savior. I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise.’”3 
 
Like David, sometimes we can’t help but praise God in song simply because we are so 
conscious of his praise-worthiness.  Maybe you’re in that place today.  Other times, 
however, we need to sing God’s praises as a way of re-tuning our hearts to trust in Him 
amidst difficult times.  The great Jewish scholar, Abraham Heschel, once observed that: 
“Praise [often] precedes faith.  First we sing, then we believe.”   Wherever you are in 
your motivation today, come let us sing… 
 

We Sing to Confess our Need 
 
In a recent edition of Today’s Christian Woman, Sandy Anthony recounts a Sunday 
when her church was invited to stand and sing the chorus, "I exalt thee, oh Lord."  “As 
I sang, I glanced down at my 5-year-old daughter standing beside me.  Her little arms 
were up in the air and she was singing, "I'm exhausted, oh Lord..."4     
 
Church ought to be a place where we are honest to God about the way things really are 
with us – and our songs are part of the way we tell the truth.  When country singer 
Johnny Cash was once asked to describe his taste in music, he answered: “I love songs 
about… railroads, land, judgment day, family, hard times, whiskey, courtship, marriage, 
adultery, separation, murder, war, prison, rambling, damnation, home, salvation, death, 
pride, humor, piety, rebellion, patriotism, larceny, determination, tragedy, rowdiness, 
heartbreak, mother, and God.”5 
 
The Psalms of David read like Johnny Cash songs at times.  We hear David singing 
“How long O Lord?”  We hear him lamenting the state of human affairs and the twisted 
deeds of men.  Alongside of his joy in common things, we hear David sing of his 
exhaustion, his confusion, and his outright brokenness and sin.   
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Singing is one of the ways David gets honest with himself and God.  It’s a way he gets 
up and out the things he needs to talk about and puts them out there for God to help 
him see and heal. 
“Have mercy on me, O God,” he sings.  “According to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away 
all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.”6 
 
And so we come each week as well.  With our songs and prayers we seek to lay it all 
out as it really is to the God who really knows.  And in this honesty, in this confession, 
we find ourselves washed – like that little girl in the pew, like Johnny Cash and old King 
David – with the grace that makes us new… 
 

We Sing to Declare Our Belief 
 
Do you know what the word “blessing” and the word “witnessing” have in common?  
The word “SING.”  The more we are conscious of our blessings, the more we want to 
give witness to their Source, the more we yearn to find more audible ways of doing just 
that. 
 
You don’t have to have perfect pitch to do so.  Donald Hustad, one of the wisest 
thinkers on the subject of worship today, remarks that somehow, about forty percent of 
churchgoers seem to have picked up the idea that "singing in church is for singers." The 
truth, says Hustad, is that "singing is for believers." The relevant question is not, "Do 
you have a voice?" but "Do you have a song?"7 
 
Do you?  What is it that you believe about God that is worth proclaiming as eloquently 
as you know how?  Maybe the Creed we’ve printed in the worship folder today can offer 
you a way to voice that song of faith.   The earliest songs of the Christian Church were 
actually just simple Creeds that bore witness to the blessings of God.  Let’s use these 
simple statements of faith and the words of Scripture themselves to voice together 
today the beliefs of our heart… 
 

We Sing with our Stewardship 
 
Most of us will not know the name of Louie Giglio, but he is among the most influential 
authors and speakers in the movement of younger Christians today – and especially on 
the topic of worship.  Giglio offers this provocative thought:   
 
"I think that all music—not just Christian music but all music—is worship music, 
because every song is amplifying the value of something.  [Within every song is traced 
out] a trail of our time, our affections, our allegiance, our devotion, our money. That 
trail leads to a throne, and whatever's on that throne is what we worship. We're all 
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doing a great job of it because God has created us to be worshipers. The problem is 
that a lot of us have really bad gods."8   
 
The songs of faith we sing here are all about paving a trail to the true throne of God.  
But in a sense, our lives are the loudest songs we sing.  The investments we make daily 
with our time, our talent, our treasure, are the notes that form the truest trail, a living 
melody that sings out who or what we really worship. 
 
Each time we present the Lord’s tithe and our financial offerings in one of these 
services here, we are purposefully composing the song we want our life to be about.  
With our stewardship, we are saying to God, I want my life to be a song of gratitude to 
You whose grace and generosity to me has been so faithful…  
 

We Sing to Express God’s Worth 
 
Do you know that the phrase “to give God worship” is actually a contraction of the 
phrase “to give God his worth-ship.”  To worship God is to declare the worth of God in 
thought and word and deed. 
 
How do you declare the worth of God?  You seek to spend time with God, walking close 
to Him day by day.  You seek to have your life be a song of praise to Him. You seek to 
make clear in every way you know how that even if every other security were taken 
away, you would consider yourself safe and wealthy if you still had Jesus or – more 
importantly – He had you.  This is the Song of hope and aspiration we sing in our souls 
as the Choir sings aloud… 

 
We Regard our Lives as a Song of Faith 

 
The famed concert pianist, Arthur Rubenstein once said: "You cannot play the piano 
well unless you are singing within you."   I might rephrase and say, “We cannot play 
this life we have as well as we are made to, unless we are singing within us.”9  I hope 
you’ve heard the notes afresh today.   I pray that in some measure, each one of us 
have had our hearts and minds re-tuned to the melody of God’s glorious truth and 
grace.  And I pray that the song of faith and hope and love which has been the 
Church’s chorus across the symphony of history will be your song and my song 
wherever we go this week.  And until we meet again.  Amen. 
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2 Revelation 4:8 
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9 Arthur Rubenstein (1887–1982) 


