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FOR THE WEEK OF: 6/21/09  

THE BUCKET LIST 
Paul’s Final Days 

The Story (Part 30) 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR THIS WEEK 
Acts 20-23, 27-28; Ephesians 1-6; 2 Timothy 1-4  
 
SERMON NOTES 
Thoughts I want to capture… 
 

SUMMER LIGHTS SPEAKERS 2009 
Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

 
July 19—Rev. Dr. Arthur DeKruyter 

 Founding Pastor of Christ Church of Oak Brook 
 
July 26—Dr. Martin Marty 

 Professor of Religious History 
 University of Chicago 
 
August 2—Rev. Dr. Peter Semeyn 

 Senior Pastor, Faith Reformed Church 
 Traverse City, MI 
 
August 9—Rev. Dr. John Huffman 

 Senior Pastor, St Andrews Presbyterian Church 
 Newport Beach, CA 
 
August 16—Rev. Dr. Darrell Johnson 

 Professor of Pastoral Theology 
 Regent College, Vancouver, British Columbia 
 
August 23—Rev. Ralph Robrahn 

 Senior Pastor Emeritus, 2nd Reformed Church 
 Kalamazoo, MI 
 
August 30—Ruth Haley Barton 

 President and Co-Founder 
 Transforming Center, Warrenville, IL 



 
5.  Read Ephesians 4:17 – 5:21. This is a description of the 

expectations for us as “the new creation” that we are in 
Christ Jesus.  Do you think that we act as children of light, 
or have we become soft on sin? Apply this passage to  
contemporary life. 

 

6.  In Ephesians 2:11-18 Paul describes the mystery of 
Christ’s bringing together Jew and Gentile to create in  
himself one new humanity. Why is this so important, both 
to Paul and to us? 

 

MY-Story 
How does the Bible storyline impact me? 

 

7. Even when speaking before Festus and King Agrippa II in 
Acts 26, Paul continued to testify to his faith in Jesus. In 
fact, Agrippa says, “You almost persuade me to be a  
Christian.”  What are your opportunities to witness for 
Christ? Are you willing to take a risk for the chance to help 
another to accept Christ as Savior? 

 
8. Paul demonstrates total surrender to God and complete 

trust in him. See Acts 20:22-24. Consider how you can  
continue and complete the journey on the path of grace. 
What will help you to “finish the race and complete the 
task” that God has set for you? 

 
9. What are some of Paul’s character traits that you admire? 

Consider the blessing that God has made each of us 
unique. How can you use the person that you are in God’s 
service?  

 
WALK THE LINE 
What next step can I take to respond to God? 
 

Before I finish my race, I want to follow Paul’s example and pour 
out of my bucket the following things to others… 

BOTTOM LINE 
What is the core truth of this lesson? 
 

The apostle Paul models for us what it looks like to not just acquire 
assets but to leave a legacy that lasts. 
 
HIS-Story 
What does the Bible say? 

1. As you read how Paul completed his life, can you see his 
eagerness to go even where he expected danger and    
trouble? Why was Paul anxious to go to Jerusalem, even 
though he expected trouble? How did he respond to     
Agabus’ prophecy regarding what he (Paul) would          
experience in Jerusalem? 

 
2.  Many people think of Paul as the missionary to the       

Gentiles. However, he never stopped trying to reach the 
Jews with the message of Jesus (see Acts 28).  Why did 
Paul continue to preach to the Jews, no matter how they 
rejected the message or persecuted him? 

 
3.  Paul never passed up an opportunity to preach and to 

teach.  While under house arrest in Rome, he taught many 
who came to his house, and he also wrote his letter to the 
Ephesians.  Read Ephesians 2:4, 5, 8-10 to refresh your 
memory of his discourse on grace. What does this tell us 
about God’s commitment to us? 

 
OUR-Story 
How does the Bible storyline intersect ours? 

 

4.  Paul spent years waiting for trial, under house arrest, and 
finally held in prison until his execution. How did he       
respond to his suffering? What is his message to all of us 
regarding suffering and persecution? See 2 Timothy 2:1, 3; 
3:12. How should we “live a life worthy of the calling [we] 
have received” (Ephesians 4:1)? 


