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Theme: The way to tame the power of pride is to submit through confession and 
obedience to the Sovereign Lord over all. 
 
 There are many sayings that people might think are quotes from the 
Bible, such as, “God helps those who help themselves.” Wrong: Benjamin 
Franklin from Poor Richard’s Almanac. Or “Hell hath no fury like a woman 
scorned”. That sounds like something you might find in the book of Proverbs 
written by someone in the know such as Solomon. Wrong again: Though often 
attributed to Shakespeare, it actually comes from a play called the "The 
Mourning Bride" (1697) by William Congreve. There is another well known saying 
though, if I had my choice, I think should be in the Bible because it is an 
unassailable truth. Lord Acton said in the 19th century, “Power tends to corrupt 
and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  
 
 This morning in our Storyline exploration of the grand biblical themes, we 
arrive at the intriguing story of Daniel who came face to face with the 
embodiment of the corruption of absolute power in form of the two Kings of 
Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar as well as Darius the Mede, King of the 
Medo-Persian Empire. In the kings of Babylon and Medo-Persia we witness both 
the abuse and the insanity of power. This is contrasted with Daniel whose life is 
lived in submission to the Sovereign power over the whole universe. The Kings 
reenacted the coup to the authority of God which Satan dangled before the 
original couple saying, that if they ate of the fruit of the tree that “you will be like 
god.” In Daniel we see a man who bows on bended knee before this same God 
and fears only that he would not do His will.  Our theme this morning is that the 
way to tame the power of pride is to submit through confession and obedience 
to the Sovereign Lord over all. 
 
 We will stick close to the Biblical story because the interplay between 
Daniel and these Kings, who have the power of life and death, is so compelling. 
 
 Let’s set the scene. 
 
 The year is 605BC. It is the third year of the reign of the puppet King 
Jehoiakim who has been placed on the throne of Judah by the King of Egypt. It 
is also the first year of the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar who had just defeated 
the Asssyrians and Egyptians at the historic battle of Carchemish. For the next 70 
years there will be no real rivals to the Babylonian Emperors in this their western 
front. Nebuchadnezzar instructed the chief of the court officials to handpick the 
cream of the crop from the Israelite royal family, described as “young men 
without any physical defect, handsome, showing an aptitude of every kind of 
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learning, etc” (Daniel 1:4). Among these young men are Daniel and his three 
companions, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who are probably better known 
with their Babylonian names of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Daniel is 
given the name Belteshazzar, probably meaning “Bel (or Marduk) protect his 
life”.  
 
 An early test to their ultimate loyalty came immediately. You might think 
this to be a small thing. Something they could have let slide. Daniel and his 
companions made it known right away that they would not eat the King’s rich 
fare, because this would defile their bodies. They requested to only eat 
vegetables and drink water. The chief official was quite concerned that the King 
would find out that they had refused his food because they would look 
undernourished in comparison to the other favored few. In fact, God shows his 
preference by making them look even healthier than those who ate from the 
king’s menu. In addition, they excelled in knowledge and understanding during 
the three year training period. 
  
 In passing, let me make this observation that true submission to the will 
of God is rooted in what may appear to be daily, inconsequential acts. We grow 
our hearts in the way we care about the small stuff. Do I inflate my resume? Do 
I shade the truth to make myself look better? Am I careful to not to speak ill of 
another? It is the day to day little matters that truly test our hearts.   
 
 For Daniel, it was what prepared him for the big test. It too came quickly. 
 
1. A theme that runs through Daniel can be put in the form of a question: Who is 
the true sovereign? Is it that one you can see with your eyes, who will not last, 
or is it the One you cannot see who reigns forever? With whom will you stand? 
Daniel stands with the Sovereign Lord who laughs in derision over the 
haughty kings and their kingdoms that come and go.  
 
 In Daniel 2 we read that King Nebuchadnezzar had a very troubling dream 
that kept him awake at nights. He called forth his magicians, enchanters, 
sorcerers and astrologers to not only interpret the dream, but to tell him what it 
was that he had dreamt. His men of insight made the mistake that you never 
should make to one who holds the power of life and death over you. They made 
light of the king’s request. No one can do what you are asking, they said. Their 
rebuff set off the king, so he ordered all of his wise men in his kingdom to be 
executed.  
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 Daniel caught wind of this, and was troubled himself because he would be 
caught in this mass termination. Daniel asked the king for the opportunity to 
interpret the dream, but he needed some time. You get the sense that for a 
moment, Daniel had gotten in over his head. The Scripture says, “He [Daniel] 
urged his friends to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 
mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the 
wise men of Babylon” (Daniel 2:18). The Lord hears their prayers. God reveals 
the mystery in a vision during the night. 
 
 In response to this provision, “Daniel praised the God of heaven and said: 
 
 “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; 
 Wisdom and power are his. 
 He changes times and seasons; 
 He deposes kings and raises up others” (Daniel 2:20-21a) 
 
 Daniel tells King Nebuchadnezzar both his dream and the interpretation of 
it. Yet he is careful to say that no human being could do what he is doing, “but 
there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries” (Dan. 2:28). Daniel goes on to 
describe a huge statue with a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, belly and 
thighs of bronze and feet of clay and iron mixed together. The key to the vision 
is that then a rock, not cut or hewn by human hands struck the statue and 
smashed it to pieces. But then the rock became a huge mountain and filled the 
whole earth.  
 
 This was a vision of the historical succession of the kingdoms that would 
rise and fall. The head of gold is Babylon whose time would end in 539 BC with 
the rise of the chest of silver, the Medo-Persia Empire (Iran), who would remain 
in power until the belly and thighs of bronze representing Greece and Alexander 
the Great (330BC), and then finally the kingdom with the feet of iron and clay, 
the Roman Empire would come on the scene in the century before Christ (63BC). 
But the ultimate meaning of the vision is that there is a Sovereign Lord, “the God 
of heaven [who] will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be 
left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, 
but it will itself endure forever” (Daniel 2:44).” 
 
 We will come back to and conclude with the vision that Daniel has of the 
kingdom that will last forever. But for now the point that Daniel makes to humble 
the King Nebuchadnezzar is that his kingdom will eventually give way to the 
ongoing human power struggle. Don’t ever think that your power is ultimate or 
enduring. This is the subject of the second Psalm,  
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 “Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? 
 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together 
 Against the Lord and His anointed 
 Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles 
 The One enthroned in heaven laughs, the Lord scoffs at them” (Psalm 
2:1-4).  
 
 Nebuchadnezzar will go the way of the earth. Human power does not last. 
Apparently the Roman Emperor Charlemagne knew this. Legend has it that 
Charlemagne was asked to be entombed sitting upright on his throne with his 
crown on his head and scepter in his hand, draped in his royal cape with an open 
book on his lap. Two hundred years later in the 814AD, Emperor Othello was 
determined to see if this legend was true. The tomb was opened and a 
gruesome sight was found. The crown was tilted, the cape moth-eaten, and the 
body was disfigured. But resting on the sketetal thighs of Charlemagne was the 
book he had requested. One bony finger pointed to Matthew 16:26: “What good 
will it be for a man if he gains the world, yet forfeits his soul?”  
 
 Those in power can be deluded to think that somehow they will last 
forever, when there is only the Sovereign One who will. 
 
2. Daniel goes on to demonstrate that the power that corrupts leads to 
delusions of grandeur, the exaltation of the human spirit. 
 
 The two most well known stories in Daniel come about because of the 
refusal of either Daniel’s companions or Daniel himself to bow in worship before 
false deities. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are thrown into the fiery furnace 
because they were willing to pay whatever were the consequences for not 
bowing down before a huge image of gold erected by Nebuchadnezzar. 
Nebuchadnezzar apparently didn’t get the point of his own dream which Daniel 
had interpreted to him. For no sooner had he received this vivid reminder that he 
would one day will fade from the scene, he demanded that all in his kingdom 
bow down and worship a huge golden image. The King is furious when he hears 
that his orders have not been obeyed. Yet unmoved the companions of Daniel 
reply to the King, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves 
before you in this matter. If the God we serve is able to deliver us, then he will 
deliver us from the blazing furnace and from your Majesty’s hand. But even if he 
does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods 
or worship the image of gold you have set up” (Daniel 3:16-18). 
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 As we know the Lord preserves these who are his in spite of the fact the 
fire is so hot that those who threw them into the furnace were consumed. To the 
amazement of all the king’s men they were seen walking freely in the furnace 
with an unknown fourth figure walking among them. This figure is commonly 
thought to prefigure Christ himself.  
 
 In the second story in the sixth chapter of Daniel, Daniel finds himself in a 
lion’s den as a result of his rebuff of King Darius, the Mede’s decree that only His 
majesty should be prayed to or worshiped for a 30 day period. This all came 
about because Daniel, like Joseph, had a high administrative position in the 
kingdom. Since the underlings couldn’t find any fault in Daniel, they set a trap. 
They knew that the ego of a king had no bounds, so they flatter Darius by saying 
that he alone should be worshiped. The irrevocable decree of the Medes and 
Persians is issued; Daniel refuses to obey; and the punishment to the dismay of 
Darius is the Lion’s den for Daniel. Yet the Sovereign Lord sent an angel to shut 
the mouths of the lions. In this instance, the King is actually pleased that Daniel’s 
God has delivered him from certain death and gives praise to the Lord. 
 
 What we witness in the extreme in these kings, is what lurks in every 
human being which is at the root of our downfall—the sin of pride. C. S. Lewis in 
his book Mere Christianity has a defining chapter on pride. He says that pride is 
essentially competitive. The competition is not just with each other, it is 
competition with God as to whom will be god.  
 
 Pride is absorption with “I”. In the movie Hoosiers Gene Hackman plays 
the role of a new basketball coach in a small Indiana town. We know that in 
Indiana basketball is god. Hackman is accused of giving too much importance to 
basketball in the school. His antagonist complains that basketball players are 
being treated as gods. Hackman replies, “Don’t you understand that men would 
kill to be treated like God for a few minutes.”  
 
 At the height of his professional career Muhammad “I am the greatest” Ali 
was seated on an airplane. When the flight attendant asked him to fasten his 
seatbelt, he refused, saying, “Superman don’t need no seat belt.” To which the 
flight attendant is said to have replied, “Superman don’t need no airplane.”  
 
 The following ad was placed in the New York magazine personals section: 
 

Strikingly Beautiful—Ivy League graduate. Playful, passionate, 
perceptive, elegant, bright, articulate, original in mind, unique in 
spirit. I possess a rare balance of beauty and depth, sophistication 
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and earthiness, seriousness and a love for fun.” [It goes on from 
there.]  
 

We have one word for this: hubris. Excessive pride, arrogance. Full of self. 
 
 The original sin of pride is our desire to be only accountable to ourselves 
and not any higher authority. C. S. Lewis sums it up like this, “…we desire to be 
on our own, to take care for own future, to plan for pleasure and security. We 
want to ‘call our souls our own.’ But that means to live a lie, for our souls are not 
our own. We wanted some corner of the universe of which we could say to God, 
‘this is our business, not yours.’ But there is no such corner.’ 
 Nebuchadnezzar evidenced the extreme to which unbridled power can 
degenerate. Daniel interprets another of Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams in which he 
sees a huge tree which is cut down with its branches and leaves stripped off and 
fruit scattered. Daniel informs Nebuchadnezzar, “You will be driven away from 
people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox and be 
drenched with the dew of heaven” (Daniel 4:25). This all happened to 
Nebuchadnezzar so that he would acknowledge that the most high is sovereign 
over the kingdoms of the earth.  
 
 Throughout the ages we have witnessed the insanity that comes when 
someone takes unbounded power unto themselves. The human race driven by 
the power of Satan seems to have the unending capacity to produce 
megalomaniacs. Nicholai and Elena Ceaucescu were the dictatorial couple who 
ruled Romania during the communist era. The viewed themselves as parents 
taking care of a their dependent children. Though Elena Ceaucescu had no 
medical training, she appointed herself as head over the Romanian health care 
system. At the time of the people’s revolution in Romania that led to the 
Ceaucescus’ execution on Christmas Day, 1989, Nicholai and Elena could not 
fathom that the people would actually put them to death after all that they had 
done for their country, so maniacal had they become. Moa Zedong was 
certifiable. Power warped his brain. At one point he ordered the removal of all 
grass in China because it was considered bourgeois. All birds were ordered to be 
exterminated because they were dirty. The next year the country was overrun by 
insects. Saddam Hussein fashioned himself as the one who would return Iraq to 
the glory days of King Nebuchadnezzar and in fact, he was his reincarnation.  
 
 At the end of the period of Nebuchadnezzar’s period of insanity, he was 
restored to his right mind and began to praise the Most High God.  
 
 “His dominion is an eternal dominion;  
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 His kingdom endures from generation to generation” (Daniel 4:34) 
 
3. The enduring image from the book of Daniel is his vision of the eternal king 
and Kingdom which supercedes all these pretenders to the throne.  
 
 The first six chapters of Daniel are historical accounts of Daniel’s battle for 
the sovereign God over against the self-exalted potentates who themselves are 
spoken to by God in visions and dreams. Starting in chapter 7 Daniel himself is 
given visions of the kingdom that will last forever. “In the first year of Belshazzar 
king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions passed through his mind as he 
was lying in bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream” (Daniel 7:1) 
 
 As recorded in Daniel 7 the first part of his dream is a reprise of the 
dream he interpreted for King Nebuchadnezzar of the succession of kingdoms.  
This time he saw a lion representing Babylon, a bear stood for of Medo-Persia, a 
speedy leopard was symbolic of Greece, and a terrifying and frightening beast 
captured the essence of Rome. While these nations are locked in mortal combat, 
the scene shifts from the earthly struggle to the enduring heavenly scene that 
will transcend and supersede all that is taking place on earth. 
 
 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a 

son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given 
authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and people of 
every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will 
never be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14). 

 
 This is, of course, a foreshadowing of the kingdom that Daniel had 
previously seen in the form of the rock that crushed the earthly kingdoms and 
became a huge mountain that fills the earth. The image of the “son of man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven” is none other than Jesus Christ. Jesus favorite 
designation for himself is “son of man.” We perhaps immediately think the image 
“son of man” is to be juxtaposed over against “son of God.” We would wrongly 
conclude that “son of man” refers to Jesus human nature, where as “son of God” 
refers to his divine nature. No, Jesus uses “son of man” in the way that Daniel 
does. He is the One who comes from the Ancient of Days, has all power in 
heaven and on earth and is the object of worship of those from every tribe, 
tongue, peoples and nations.  
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 Jesus uses the reference “son of man” when he pictures himself as the 
final judge, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate the people from one another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats” (Matthew 25:31-32). In this text, Jesus pictures his 
second coming after his incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection. Yet, we must 
remember that the kingdom of God was central to his message. With him, the 
kingdom of God had come to earth. The core of his message was, “The time has 
come; the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 
1:15). 
 
 With Jesus the eternal kingdom had come among the kingdoms of this 
earth that are passing away. A new rule had been established, now was the time 
of fulfillment. This sets up a crisis of choice. With which kingdom will we side? 
What is the sign that we want align ourselves with God’s kingdom or to continue 
to exalt our own spirit like the kings in Daniel’s day? 
 
 Daniel is the embodiment of the kind of spirit which bows on bended knee 
before the throne of God. Jesus said that the only way to enter his kingdom was 
through repentance. Repentance is acknowledging that we have allowed our ego 
to be so inflated that we think we are independent of a sovereign God. When we 
recognize how full of “I” we have been, then we, like Daniel, fall on our faces 
before the One who shines in glory. In Daniel 9, this servant of God upon 
hearing that the judgment upon the captive people of Israel would last for 70 
years, repents in sackcloth and ashes and offers an extended prayer of 
confession. He pulls no punches. He offers no excuses. He lays it out before God 
without equivocation.  
 
 “Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love 

with those who love him and keeps his commandments, we have 
sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled, 
we have turned away from your commands and laws. We have not 
listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to 
our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and the all the people of 
the land” (Daniel 9:4-6). 

 
 Jesus said clearly that the way into the kingdom of God was small gate 
and the narrow road. You don’t walk into the kingdom of God standing up. The 
only way to come into the kingdom is on our knees. We are stripped of any 
worldly advantage, or any human pedigree or background.   
 

Visual  
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 There are actually times in human history when rulers have understood 
that it was only God’s mercy to penitent sinners that qualified one for entry into 
the kingdom of God. The Hapsburg emperors were laid to rest in the Capuchin 
monastery in Vienna. When Emperor Franz Josef died, the grand cortege arrived 
at the closed doors of the monastery and a herald knocked at the gate. From 
within the voice of the Abbott could be heard asking: 
 
 “Who are you, who knocks?” 
 
 “I am Franz Josef, Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary,” the herald 
replied. 
 
 The Abbott said, “I don’t know you. Tell me again who you are.” 
 
 “I am Franz Josef, Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, Bohemia, Galicia, 
Lodomeria, and Dalmatia, Grand Duke of Transylvania, Margrave of Moravia, 
Duke of Styria and Corinthia…” 

 
 “We still don’t know you. Who are you?” Whereupon the herald knelt 
down and said: 
 
 “I am Franz Josef, a poor sinner humbly begging for God’s mercy.” 
 
 Whereupon the Abbott said, “Thou mayest enter then”. The gates were 
flung open. 
 
 Daniel is the picture of humility. He lived on his knees. It cost him to not 
compromise with the pretended deities of his day. Yet he feared God more than 
he did men. Of such belongs the kingdom of God.  
 
 Though Jesus came first as the suffering servant opening the way into the 
kingdom for all who would bend their wills to His, he promised to come again 
and take His rightful rule over the kingdoms of this earth. Daniel in his prophecy 
pictures the completion of where it will all end. This is captured in its finality in 
the words of the book of Revelation,  
 
 “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 

and his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 
11:15).   
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