
 
 
 
JANUARY, 2020 

WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Sunnie Ling Wells Fargo 

Bob Bundy Keer America 

John Quan John Brewmaster Pub 

Scott Shire Community First Bank 

Changnan (Jason) Ye PWC 

David Lee Chinaberry Tree Linens 

Moxuan Zhu Apex Family Wealth 

Sophia Su China Mobile International Limited USA 

Henry Woo Healthcare SC, LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

                             

 

FROM THE CHAMBER PRESIDENT 

                                                                          

As we start the new year of 2020, we cannot be more 

proud of what CCCC has achieved in 2019!  

A few highlights. First of all, thanks to the efforts of our 

leadership team and all the regional chapters, our 

membership, including individual and corporate 

members, increased by a whopping 40%! Secondly, we 

successfully organized and sponsored multiple business 

forums, met with SC Governor and Lt. Governor, led a trip 

to Washington DC, established and increased our 

relationships with the state/federal government and 

congressional members.  Thirdly, we gave back to the 

community, organized a charity golf event and 30+ 

seminars on investment, tax, commercial loan, and real 

estate, among other subjects across the Carolinas, 

receiving strong feedback from the local communities.  

2020 will be more exciting as we look forward to 

continuing the momentum in 2019. One top priority is to 

continue to create more opportunities for our members. 

We will help members connect with each other and other 

useful resources through more frequent and deeper 

interactions.  

Let's work together to make 2020 a happy, healthy and 

successful year for everyone! 

     Michael Wang 

                                          

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

KEY EVENT COMING UP AT CCCC 

                 

SC Chinese New Year Performance  

Winthrop University, February 9, 2020 

Free tickets through email to Tomoko Deguchi 

                                                                                  This event will help connect regional community to Chinese Culture 

 

 

 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT CCCC 

 

October 15th-17th, more than 20 members participated a successful DC trip. They toured White House, met with house 

and senate members and/or staff, sat down with SBA's senior officials, and visited the Chinese embassy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

October 25th, Lunch and Learn Workshop about how tax planning impacts on wealth accumulation, Cary, NC 

October 26th, CCCC hosted Chinese embassy staff to provide visa, passport and other services, Charlotte 

October 12th, CCCC members provided free medical consultation service in Charlotte 

 

Nov. 2nd, semi-annual event held in High Point. Prominent local business leaders, China heads of major consulting firms 

and senior officials of NC Economic Development Department were present at the event. Ceremonies were held for nearly 

20 new members to join CCCC and to celebrate that Ya Liu was elected Cary city council. 

 

November 10th, Commercial Loan seminar, by Community First Bank SVP Scott Shire, in Charlotte. 



November 18th, Loving Hut, a vegan restaurant was opened by CCCC member Si Blake and her partners in Charlotte. 

November 20th, PWC hosted a seminar on Sino-US trade wars, impacts of tariffs and how businesses can deal with it 

strategically, in Greensboro. 

November 20th, Charlie Social Hour, Whole Foods Market at Waverly, Charlotte. 

 

December 6th-7th, CCCC Holiday part at Myrtle Beach. Golf event, local real estate investment tour, performance by 

members, seafood dinner party, and networking events were hosted by the Myrtle Beach Chapter. 

 

 

 

CCCC MEMBER NEWS 

 

Si Blake's decade-long dream finally came true when a new vegan restaurant, Loving Hut Charlotte, officially opened to 

the public in the Golden Green Hotel on November 18, 2019. 

"After ten years of efforts, we finally open this beautiful restaurant,” Si, president of the hotel, told the guests. "I appreciate 

the support from everyone, especially the families and the employees. I am very grateful that in the United States we can 

do what we dream of." 



By training, Si was an IT professional. With two computer-related master’s degrees under her belt from two prestigious 

universities in China and the US, she worked in the IT industry for more than 10 years in Chicago, Florida and Charlotte.   

The pay was good, and the position was well-respected. Si, however, grew more and more uneasy after she and her 

husband settled down in Charlotte.  

Since she migrated to the United States in 1993, Si had harbored the idea of owning a business. The Queen city seemed to 

present some opportunities. The Golden Green Hotel was in bankruptcy and badly needed reconstruction and 

maintenance. Si and her friends took it over at bargain price. 

On the surface, it looked like a great deal. But Si was never in hotel business before and soon after they found themselves 

in cash flow crisis and no banks would extend loans to them. 

"We had to use all our money to renovate 17 rooms, and started our business with those 17 rooms," recalled Si. "With the 

money made from those rooms, we renovated other rooms gradually." 

For two years, Si did not take any salary. "We got about $1,000 per months each when we started to take salary," said Si. 

Once the interior renovation was done, they started to renovate the externals. One of the first things they did was putting 

up a big BE VEGAN billboard on the top of the hotel. 

Si, a Buddhist since her twenties, is also vegan. She has longed to open a vegan restaurant. "I don't like killing animals. 

You can become a Buddha by laying down the slaughtering knife," she said. "Plus, being vegan is a good way to save the 

environment."  

To Si, running a vegan restaurant is a good way to help people eat healthy that fits her spiritual pursuit, and it is a good 

business. 

"About 10% of the American population are vegetarian, " said Si, but not many pure vegan restaurants cater to this 

market. "Less than 1% of Chinese restaurants are vegan restaurants." That's a big market that Si and her partners are 

tapping into. 

Mohammad Jenatian, president of the Greater Charlotte Hospitality and Tourism Alliance, said that as the 16th largest 

city in the United States, Charlotte is welcoming 100 new residents every day, and local food industry is becoming more 

international. "It's a perfect time to have a pure vegan restaurant." 

Michael Wang, president of Carolinas Chinese Chamber of Commerce, congratulated Si, a CCCC member, on opening a 

new chapter in her life. "Managing Golden Green Hotel and running a brand-new vegan restaurant is a great story of 

American dream coming true."  

 

 



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January: 

SC - New Year Performance in Winthrop University 

February: 

Charlotte - Accounting/Tax Seminar 

Greensboro - Tax Benefit of Life Insurance Seminar 

March:   

CCCC Annual Meeting – Need to form committee for Annual Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

Contact us: 

PO Box 682, Harrisburg, NC 28075 

Phone: (704) 701-6894 

Email: 

general@carolinaschinesechamber.com 

Website: 

https://www.carolinaschinesechamber.com 

mailto:general@carolinaschinesechamber.com
https://www.carolinaschinesechamber.com/

