
 

 

Reaching・Growing・Sending 
 
Week of November 20, 2016 
 
The Scroll of the Prophet – A Study of Isaiah 
 
Text:  Various 

 
Heartbeat 
 

In this last week of our study in Isaiah, we will be exploring several prophetic chapters regarding 
God’s promised Messiah. If we were to begin in Genesis, immediately following the sin of Adam 
and Eve, we would note that God promised that a seed of the woman (Eve) would be the key to 
the redemption of man and the restoration of our relationship to God (Gen 3:15).  In some ways, 
the entire Bible is the mystery of who that seed will be and who will ultimately right all the 
wrongs of sinful man and the devil. As the story proceeds, every man of faith that could possibly 
be this savior eventually fails. Many people looked promising in the beginning, but each fell 
short. The nation of Israel itself was birthed as a potential savior of the world that would be a 
light to the Gentiles, but Israel also failed over and over. Isaiah sharpened the picture of this 
coming Messiah in much clearer ways than any of the other prophets.  From this side of the 
cross we know it is Jesus, but from that side, who would have guessed that the savior of the 
world would come from an obscure village in Galilee and die a miserable death after a short 
three-year ministry, leaving only a handful of less-than-promising disciples? Jesus came not as a 
conquering king born to an influential family, but as a suffering servant whose role as Messiah 
even John the Baptist questioned. The goal of this week is for us to sharpen our own 
understanding of this servant Messiah so that we can become more like him. 
 
 

Get to Know Me [5-10 Minutes] 
 
Choose One 

• With Thanksgiving just a few days away, what 2 or 3 things are you most thankful for from this 
past year? 
 

 

• What are your favorite Thanksgiving dishes, desserts, and traditions? 
 
 

Mid-Cities DNA [5-10 Minutes]  
 
Choose One 

• What are you intentionally doing right now to grow in your faith? 
 

• What is your most effective approach to hearing God and in what setting do you hear Him 
most often?  

 
Exploration [20-30 Minutes] 

 

Choose one or two of these readings and discussion points. You will not have time to do it all. 
 

Read Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

• This is a Messianic prophecy. What traits, qualities, or actions will mark the Anointed One 
of God? How do you see those things fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus? 

Discipleship  
Group 



 

 

 
Read Isaiah 53:1-12  

• What does Isaiah reveal about the coming Messiah in this passage? How did Jesus fulfill 
the various elements of this passage? 

 
• What parts of this passage are most striking to you as it applies to Jesus and his 

sacrifice? Can you find the gospel in this chapter of Isaiah? 
 
 
 

Read Philippians 2:3-11 & Mark 10:42-45 
• What do these passages continue to reveal about the heart and character of Jesus 

Christ? 
 

• Why would God, who lived in eternal glory, reduce himself to become human, to 
experience rejection and humiliation, and to suffer crucifixion and death? Why do you 
think he chose that course for our redemption rather than finding another way…like a 
blanket pardon? 

 
  

Application [20-30 Minutes] 
Choose one or two.  You may want to divide into men and women for the discussion and prayer time. 

• What do these passages reveal about “greatness” in the kingdom of God?  What human qualities are 
the opposite of the traits of Jesus that are revealed in these scriptures?   

 
• What qualities, related to these passages that describe Jesus, do you want to see in your spiritual 

leaders? Could a man or woman who displays these qualities ever succeed in the world of business or 
politics today? Why or Why not? 

 
• What makes it hard for you personally to always display the heart of a servant in your career and your 

family? How are you doing as a servant father and husband or a servant mother and wife? What would 
your spouse say? 

 
• What are some practical ways to grow in those qualities so that you are constantly becoming more like 

Jesus? 
 
 
 

Ministry Time [10 Minutes] 
 
Please, encourage the exercise of spiritual gifts during your ministry time. Choose one or two of these 
prayer topics for your ministry time or choose your own prayer format and topics. 
 

• Spend some time going around the group with each person offering a short prayer of thanksgiving to 
God for all that he has done for him/her. 

 
• Pray for the Spirit to give us the true heart of a servant. 

 
• Pray for family and marriage needs within the group. 

 
• Pray for the president-elect to have wisdom and favor during this transition time and for peace and 

reconciliation in our nation. 
 
 

Discuss your group meetings and activities coming up during the holiday season. 
Groups officially resume the week of January 15th. 


