
 

 

Reaching・Growing・Sending 
 
Week of October 23, 2016 
 
The Scroll of the Prophet – A Study of Isaiah 

 
 

Heartbeat 
 

Welcome to week 2 of our new sermon series through the Old Testament book of Isaiah. When 
looking at the Old Testament and the prophets, the apostle Paul told us, “For everything that 
was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Rom.15: 4). Every part of scripture has 
relevance for the faith of the believer.  This week we want to find that relevance in the first 
chapter of Isaiah where we find the ongoing tension between the holiness of God and the love of 
God for his people. We discover the discipline that comes to God’s people when they rebel, but 
also the loving heart of a Father who wants to restore the relationship. Isaiah also begins to lift 
the curtain on Jesus, the ultimate solution that satisfies both the holiness and love of God. 
 
Note: Encourage your group to be involved in the reading plan provided and the resources 
provided on our website as you prepare to lead this study. If anyone has not seen the overview 
video of Isaiah 1-39, please encourage him/her to go to midcities.org this week.  
 

 

Get to Know Me [5-10 Minutes] 
 

• What is your favorite verse or story in the Bible and why? 
 

• What was the spiritual environment in your home when you were a child? Who did God use in 
significant ways to bring you to Christ?  
 
 

Mid-Cities DNA [5-10 Minutes]  
 

• Who had the opportunity to minister to someone outside of the church building this week?  Tell 
us about that ministry moment. 

 
• If you are serving in a ministry at Mid-Cities or elsewhere, where do you serve and what is the 

best part of serving in that ministry? 
 
 

Exploration [20-30 Minutes] 
 

• As you scan Isaiah 1, what was the condition of Judah and Jerusalem when Isaiah was called to 
be a prophet? Look at some of the phrases used to describe God’s people, read those out loud, 
and summarize the condition of the nation at that time.  

 
• In verse 5, we discover that God had already brought discipline to Judah for her rebellion and 

yet the people had continued to disregard God and the judgments they were already 
experiencing. Why would a “religious” nation continue to disregard God even in the midst of 
judgment and discipline?  

 

Discipleship  
Group 



 

 

• How did God feel about Judah’s religious activities and their worship to him?  What phrases are 
most revealing in this chapter? Why did God literally hate the worship and sacrifices that were 
being offered? 

 
• Ultimately, what verses in this chapter reveal the love of God, even for his rebellious children?  

What is his plea and promise for them if they will turn their hearts back to him as a Father? 
 

• God is not just concerned about worship, but also about a nation’s culture, leadership, and 
justice. What do you find in this chapter that reveals his concern for social justice and care for 
those who can’t care for themselves? 

 
• Where do you find the promise of Jesus as the hope for Israel and the nations in this chapter?  

What hope does Jesus give to those whose lives are totally out of step with the will of God? 
 
 

Application [20-30 Minutes] 
• What parallels do you see in this chapter between Judah in the days of Isaiah and America today? 

 
• What concerns does this raise for you regarding America and the future of this nation? 

 
• Is there hope for America?  Why or why not? 

 
• How can the church, in general, and individual believers take hold of that hope and be part of turning the 

heart of this nation back to God? 
 

• How would you use this chapter to talk to an individual who has wandered far from God regarding the 
Father’s willingness to take him or her back?  

 
• What points to Jesus in this chapter and how would that revelation help the one who had wandered 

away with their sense of shame and guilt? What parable of Jesus comes to mind when you read this 
chapter?  

 
 

Ministry Time [10 Minutes] 
 
Take time to pray for any special needs in your group tonight.  In addition… 
  

• Pray for the nation and the upcoming elections.  Please do not get into a discussion of the candidate but 
rather pray for mercy, repentance, justice, blessings on the poor, safety, and wisdom for leaders.  Ask 
God to direct the hearts of voters to vote for the candidate that God can best use to redirect this nation.  

 
• Pray for wisdom to know how to be salt and light in America and in our community this year. 

 
• Pray for any “prodigals” that are on the hearts of your group members. 

 
 
 
 

Discipleship Challenge: 
Who do you know that could benefit from walking through the One2One book?  

Reach out to them this week and see if they would like to get started! 


