
In general, why would we plant a church? 

Think about this: If a church of 20 people plants a new church of 20 people every year:

Year One: 1 church, 20 people. 
Year Two: 2 churches, 40 people. 
Year Three: 4 churches, 80 people. 
Year Four: 8 churches, 160 people. 
Year Twenty: 524,288 churches, 10,485760 people! 

Think about these quotes: 

“results of a DAWN project in England found that those churches planted since 1989 had 
grown an average of 75% per year! By contrast churches established prior to that date 
averaged 6% growth per year! In other words new church plants were growing 12 times as 
fast as established churches!” Jim Montgomery

“The Dead Sea is dead because its not flowing into anything. Species die because they don’t 
reproduce. Seeds rot if they are not planted. Churches and districts die if there is no new life.” 
Rev. Kevin Mannoia

“You may remember being taught in your high school biology class that primary characteristic 
of biological maturity is the ability to reproduce. I believe the same is true for the church, which 
the Bible refers to as a ‘body.’ The mark of a truly mature church is that it has babies: it starts 
other churches… A church’s health is measured by its sending capacity not its seating 
capacity.” Purpose Driven Church by Rick Warren

“Strange as it may seem, the planting of new churches in a city is one of the very best ways to 
revitalize many older churches in the vicinity and renew the whole Body of Christ.” Rev. Tim 
Keller

Why should Bayside specifically plant a church? 

1. Bayside is a healthy church. Healthy things ought to reproduce. 
2. We agreed on this in our vision document. 
3. Our first service is close to capacity. We can’t expand our parking. Going to three services 

is a hardship. Building a sanctuary is not the direction our leadership wants to go. Church 
planting is the direction we need to go for growth. 

4. Ocean County needs this! Data shows the following: 
A. Protestant: 45,000 people 
B. Catholic: 173,000 people
C. Unclaimed/ non-religious: over 300,000 



Why plant in Toms River? 

1. Average church attendance in Toms River is under 8%. This is considerably under the national 
average of 17-25% (depending on what data you look at). 

2. Think about this! Toms River is 400% larger than Barnegat. Bayside reaches 4.5% of our 
community. If this was true of a church plant in Toms River, this would equate to a church of 4,200 
people. 

3. Toms River is traveling to us! We have or have had 
over 320 people visiting Bayside from Forked River 
and points on north!

Why a church verses a campus? 

Consider what a campus would mean:  

1. Preaching? 
A. Pastor Dave travels between the two 

congregations on a Sunday morning. 
B. We video Pastor Dave into the second campus. 
C. Pastor Dave and the campus pastor preach the 

same series, same message. 
2. A group of elders in Barnegat oversee and shepherd a congregation in a different community. 
3. Even greater reliance on the head of an organization. (negative example of this is Mars Hill with 

Mark Driscoll). 

Consider what a church would mean: 

1. Bayside’s DNA is transposed upon a new congregation through the birthing process. The lead 
pastor and it’s core members will naturally carry over the DNA of the mother church as children 
of the church.

2. Bayside has authority over the church (legally and through the leadership of the elder board) 
until it is deemed the new church is able to be self-sufficient. 

3. A group of elders in another community are not making decisions and are not responsible to 
shepherd a community that is very different than that of the mother church’s community.

4. The needs in Toms River are not the same as that of Barnegat. 

Here is what we know: 

1. This will not be solely be a Bayside project. Other churches in smaller capacities will partner 
with us. Additionally, organizations like ARC and Converge are likely to partner as experts in 
the church planting field. 

2. Late winter, early spring of 2017 is the likely target launch date. 
3. The Coache’s are who we are seeking to lead the plant. 
4. Bayside’s will help fund this plant and will likely provide man power. Man power would be as 

year long missionaries or 
as new members of the 
church. 

Here is what we don’t know: 

1. A specific location.
2. A specific budget.
3. Specific key people. 
4. A specific date. 
5. The next youth guy. 

At this point what do we need of you? 

Your prayer. Pastor Jason will update the prayer brochure 
with weekly prayer updates. Through these updates you 

will get a sense of the needs. As you pray, if you can help 
with some of the specific needs please do. But in the 

meantime pray for the Coache’s and God’s future work in 
Toms River! Pray for the gospel. Pray against the attacks of 
Satan as we look to (with great pleasure) take over territory 

he currently occupies! 


