
Application-Challenge
• Take time today to express your sincere gratitude to all the mothers in your life. 

• Take steps to mend any tension in your relationship with your mother.   As needed, forgive.

• Mary distinguished herself in her generation.   In which of those areas do you need to grow?
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Questions for Reflection or Discussion

• Read Luke 1:26-38.     
Mary had only one question—what was it?  What other questions would you have had for Gabriel?

To what do you attribute this lack of questioning?

Mary had only one response—what was it?  What response do you honestly think you would have had?

In what ways do your views of yourself and of God need to change in order to respond as Mary did?

• Read Luke 1:47-49.   
What descriptions does Mary use of God?   of herself?

In what ways are your typical descriptions of God and of yourself similar and different to Mary's?

• Read Psalm 127:3.
Is this true of every child?  Why or why not?

What does it say about us if we don't view children as a blessing?

What negative descriptions does society use for children?

As a group, find a passage which addresses each of society's ungodly views of children.

Which of society's ungodly views have you bought into?

Mary, a Model of Motherhood
Luke 1:26-38



Sermon Summary
This Mother’s Day we look at several characteristics of woman God chose to raise his only Son (Luke 
1:26-38).  Twice in our text, the angel Gabriel told Mary that she was highly favored by God. What was 
it about Mary that caught God’s attention? Scripture doesn’t give us the answer directly, but we do find 
some hints hidden in this brief account of Mary’s life.   

Mary must have been startled when the angel Gabriel first appeared to her. After all, it’s not every day 
that an angel taps you on the shoulder and says you are going to have a son! Mary’s response reveals 
that she was deeply committed to serving God (Luke 1: 38). God is always looking for those kinds of 
people (2 Chronicles 16:9). Mary wanted God’s will above her own. She wanted God’s plan for her life, 
even if that plan made her life more difficult. That quality alone set her apart from the crowd. 

Another compelling trait Mary had was a big view of God. When she said to the angel, “May it be done 
to me, according to your word,” not only did it reveal her submissive spirit, it also revealed her belief that 
God could do the impossible: he could bring about a virgin birth! If the Lord Almighty, the one for whom 
nothing is impossible, wanted to give her the task of raising God’s Son, then she would accept the job.   

Our problem, at least one of them, is that our God is too small, our view of Him is too small. And 
consequently, we are not very impressed with him. In fact, we think that we can get along just fine without 
him. And oftentimes, we find ourselves in over our heads. God did not design us to live independently of 
him. The truth is, we need God, and he is big enough to meet our needs.  Moms, how big is your God? 
Do you believe what the angel Gabriel said, that nothing is impossible for him? Do you believe that he 
can step into your present chaos and bring good out of it?

There is another admirable quality in Mary’s life that may have endeared her to God. Despite her 
obvious fears and feelings of inadequacy, Mary saw her unexpected motherhood as a gift from God. 
She rejoiced that God had chosen her to give birth to his Son (Luke 1:47-49). 

Mary’s response to the blessing of motherhood was to worship and rejoice in God her Savior. Motherhood 
truly is a gift, whoever your child may grow up to be. According to the Bible, all of us are created in God’s 
image, and therefore we all have tremendous worth in God’s eyes. We are raising image-bearers…and 
that is a solemn responsibility. 

There is a fourth reason that made Mary an excellent candidate: she had a solid spiritual foundation 
upon which to build her family. In Mary’s response of praise preserved for us in Luke 1:46-55, you will 
find allusions to 11 Old Testament passages. 

Mary knew her Bible, and she drew upon its wisdom during a chaotic period in her life. It brought her 
perspective, direction, comfort, and hope. Old Testament allusions in Luke 1:46-55 include Genesis 
17:7, 19; Job: 5:11; Psalm 35:9; 98:1; 103:17; 107:9; 118:15; 132:11; 138:6; and Habakkuk 3:18.  The 
Scriptures were the foundation upon which Mary was building her life—no doubt a foundation passed 
along to her by her parents. And these same Scriptures would be the spiritual repository she would 
draw upon to raise her son, the Lord Jesus. 

Two thousand years ago, God choose a young girl to give birth to Jesus Christ. While Mary wasn’t a 
perfect mother (there aren’t any of those), she was exemplary in many ways. In this week’s Talking 
Points Walking Points study guide, you will discover some others. Make some time this week to dive in 
and learn more!



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

If you were God, what qualifications would you look for in the mother of the divine Savior of the world?  
Mary did not have an undergraduate degree; she did not hold a high position—even in her very small 

community.  Would you have felt inadequate for the role?  Let's take a look at Mary, and then at 
motherhood in general.

• Read Luke 1:48.  Compare Mary's willingness with yours.  What excuses might you have made? 

• Read Luke 1:46-55.  What virtues and personality traits did she evidence?  How do you compare?

• How would you rate yourself regarding:   5 Scriptural knowledge to determine God's will for you?
     5 Willingness to be used by the Lord?      5 Servant or consumer?        5   Faith to execute God's will?

• According to the following verses, what responsibilities do mothers have toward their children?

Genesis 27:6–17  ___________________________________________________________________

Ruth 4:16; Isaiah 66:13; 1 Thessalonians 2:7   ____________________________________________

1 Kings 1:11–31  ____________________________________________________________________

Proverbs 1:8; 31:1, 26  _______________________________________________________________

Proverbs 31:15, 27  __________________________________________________________________

Isaiah 49:15; Titus 2:4  _______________________________________________________________

2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15  _________________________________________________________________

• What responses do mothers have to their children?  

Genesis 26:34–35; Proverbs 10:1; 19:26; 29:15   __________________________________________

Proverbs 23:23–25  _________________________________________________________________

• What else do you learn from the following mothers?

Genesis 3:20; 4:1–2, 25   _____________________________________________________________

Genesis 21:1–3  ____________________________________________________________________

Genesis 25:21–26  __________________________________________________________________

Genesis 29:31–35; 30:17–21   _________________________________________________________

Genesis 30:22–23; 35:16–18   _________________________________________________________

Exodus 2:1–10 (cf. 6:20)  _____________________________________________________________

Judges 13:1–24  ____________________________________________________________________

Ruth 4:13–17  ______________________________________________________________________

1 Samauel 1:1–20  __________________________________________________________________


