
Talking To Others About This Week’s Message
If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”, 
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon and the key lessons 
you intend to apply to your life?  Can you explain it in plain language anyone could understand?

• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

The Jesus of Easter
Part 3:  Did Jesus Rise from the Dead?

Jim Dieffenderfer, Guest Speaker

For free biblical counseling, write to
Counseling@tcc.org

The risen Christ can help you grow and change!

• Below are the five kinds of evidence historians look for in order to substantiate historical claims.
Which one(s) seem most compelling to you—and why?

5 Multiple Independent Sources.
5 Enemy (unsympathetic) Attestation
5 Embarrassing Admissions
5 Early Testimony
5 Eyewitness Testimony

• The "minimal facts" approach starts with an agreed upon list of facts that must be accounted for 
by some theory posed for or against the resurrection.    What is the value of this approach?

• Tacitus (AD 56-120) is well-known for his aristocratic bias and sermonizing, yet he also is recognized 
as Rome’s greatest historian.   So, how reliable do you think the Bible is?  Why do you think that?

• Review the "4 + 1 minimal facts" accepted by the majority of historians (see sermon summary).
Which one(s) surprise you that they are accepted even by secular historians?

Which one(s) are most compelling to you—and why?

Which one(s) don't appear compelling to you?   Why do you think historians do  find them compelling?

• Who do you know who needs to be
exposed to the ideas in this sermon?

Together as a group, practice...



Sermon Summary
There is a good deal of historical evidence surrounding the resurrection of Jesus. In fact, there are mountains 
of evidence, but today we are going to look at a special subset of that evidence called the Minimal Facts. 
The Minimal Facts approach consists of only those facts that are strongly evidenced and agreed to by most 
scholars…including the skeptical ones.

Minimal Fact #1: Jesus died by crucifixion. Nearly 100% of scholars agree with this fact. All four Gospel accounts 
report that he was crucified. It is also reported by several non-Christian sources, such as Tacitus, a Roman 
historian who wrote around AD 100; Lucian, a 2nd Century Greek satirist; and Josephus, a 1st Century Jewish 
historian.

Minimal Fact #2: Jesus’ disciples believed that he rose from the dead and appeared to them. About 98% of the 
scholars, including the skeptical ones, agree with this minimal fact. We have nine early and independent sources 
to substantiate it, and we know that they believed what they claimed (Paul’s letters in 1 Corinthians, 2 Galatians). 
We have seven ancient sources that attest to their willingness to suffer and die for that claim. The ancient 
sources that show that the disciples were willing to suffer for their belief include Acts, which is primarily a travel 
log written by Luke who was a companion to the Apostle Paul on his missionary journeys. Clement of Rome, 
Polycarp, and Ignatius were Apostolic Fathers – they knew and interacted with some of the Apostles themselves. 
Tertullian, Origen, and Dionysius of Corinth belong to the group referred to as the Early Church Fathers. This is 
the next generation of Christian leadership following the Apostolic Fathers. 

Minimal Fact #3: The church persecutor Paul converted to Christianity because he had an encounter with what 
he believed was the risen Christ. Here again, there is nearly 100% agreement among the scholarly community. 
Paul experienced an immediate change from a persecutor of the Church to one of its most aggressive advocates. 
He said the change was because the risen Jesus had appeared to him, and he willingly suffered and died for 
that belief. His persecution of the Church is well known and not disputed. We have numerous ancient sources 
that attest to his willingness to suffer and die for this belief – Paul himself in his undisputed letters, Luke in Acts, 
Clement of Rome (who also knew Paul), Polycarp, Tertullian, Dinoysius of Corinth, and Origen. 

Minimal Fact #4: James, a half-brother of Jesus per Christian tradition, was decidedly not a follower of Jesus 
until after the Resurrection. Here we have about 90% concurrence in the scholarly community. This is a little 
lower than the other three MFs probably because there just isn’t the volume of historical data for this fact as there 
is for the first three…but what we do have demonstrates that James went from being a skeptic to the leader of 
the fledgling church in Jerusalem and was martyred as a Christian.  We know that James was a brother of Jesus, 
at least a half-brother given Jesus’ unusual birth. His name appears in the two lists of Jesus’ brothers found in 
Matthew 13:55-56 and in Mark 6:3 along with unnamed sisters. The Apostle Paul knew James and identified 
him as the Lord’s brother in Galatians 1:19. James’ unbelief is also recorded in two of Jesus’ biographies.  We 
have several ancient sources that testify to James’ eventual conversion (1 Corinthians 15:7, Galatians 2:2-9, 
Acts 15:12-21). We also have James’ martyrdom as a believer in Christ as reported by the first-century Jewish 
historian Josephus in his Antiquities, by Hegesippus a second century church historian, and by Clement of 
Alexandria, a 2nd and 3rd century Greek theologian. 

Finally, we have the “plus one” minimal fact: the empty tomb. Remember that the empty tomb was found to 
be held by ¾ of the scholars, including the critical ones. In their investigation into the minimal facts, Habermas 
counted 23 arguments for the empty tomb, three of which are “The Jerusalem Factor,” enemy attestation, and 
embarrassing testimony.

Next week, literally hundreds of millions of people are going to gather together to celebrate the defining event of 
Christianity. If true, the Resurrection of Jesus is the most important event in history. Will you believe?



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Contrary to popular opinion, logic and scientific reasoning didn't begin with the Enlightenment!
The same airtight logic that we use to conclude that Jesus rose from the dead

was used by some "pre-scientific Philistines" three thousand years ago
to conclude that the God of the Bible is the one true God...

Background:  The Old Testament book called "First Samuel" tells of a dark period in Israel's history, when 
"everyone did what was right in his own eyes" (which, of course, didn't end up being "right" in a moral sense!).  
1 Samuel 4 tells of the Israelites using the "ark of God" (ie, the piece of sanctuary furniture which held holy items 
and represented the place where God forgave sins) like a good-luck charm as they went out in battle against 
their pagan enemies.  The Israelites were routed, and the ark was captured by the enemy!  According to ancient 
religions, this means that the Philistine god, "Dagon", must be more powerful than the Israelite's God, Yahweh!
Now let's study 1 Samuel 5 & 6 to see what happened...
• What happened in 1 Samuel 5:1-5—and why?    Who did that to Dagon?
• In 5:3, what posture did Dagon assume—and in front of whom?
• In 5:4, how did God's shaming of Dagon escalate?  At that point, how impressive is the "god" Dagon?
• The Philistines in Ashdod were ready to relinquish their "trophy"—why do you think the Philistines in Gath 

wanted it (5:6-8)?  (Since pagans view gods as "regional" in power, maybe Gath is beyond Yahweh's reach?)
• Ashdod wanted it—until they didn't (5:7).  Then, Gath wanted it—until they didn't (5:9).  Now it's Ekron's 

turn—how did they respond (5:10)?   How quickly did they say, "NIMBY!"   ("Not In My Back Yard")?
• After seven months (6:1), the political leaders (the "lords of the Philistines"; 5:8 & 11) realized that this was 

a religious/spiritual problem, not a political one.  So, who did they call for advice (6:2)?
• Outline the plan they came up with for ending the curse of Yahweh (6:3-5).
• The priests and diviners urged the Philistines to not be like the Egyptians (6:5-6).  To what were they referring?

(Mark the word "know" in the following verses: Exodus 5:2; 7:5, 17; 8:10; 9:29-30; 10:2 and 14:4, 18.)
What did Pharaoh learn that he didn't previously know?   What are the Philistines learning (1 Samuel 6:5b-6)?

• Outline the scientific experiment the Philistines devised to determine whether Yahweh truly was smiting them, 
or if it was just chance (6:7-9)?   How would this experiment prove whether or not Yahweh was involved?

• How did the experiment go (6:10-12)?  
• What would you think about them if they said, "Well—that could have been just a coincidence.  

Maybe Yahweh's not the supreme God."

Now, how about you?  
• How do you respond to the evidence presented in this week's sermon?  Why that way?
• Read John 12:27-30.

To whom was Jesus speaking in v. 27-28a?
So, when somebody responds to Jesus' request in v. 28a, who should we assume responded (v. 28b)?
Those who heard the response had two conclusions (v. 29)—what were they?
Which response was nearly right?  Which one was waaaaaaaay wrong?
But—didn't they hear the same thing?   What accounts for their vastly different conclusions?

• Read Romans 1:18-23.   What accounts for them not recognizing God through creation?
• Do you know why you believe?  This month only, get the audio version of the classic, Know Why You Believe 

for FREE at ChristianAudio.com !


