
Application-Challenge
• Do you view the church primarily through the lens of a consumer or of a contributor? Be honest!

• Of which of the four "false expectations" (see Sermon Summary) have you been most guilty?  
How might a Biblical perspective on these issues change how you relate to God and others? 

• The church's mission is to bear witness to Jesus Christ everywhere that we go! 
What three changes could you make to be a more effective witness? 

• Make a list of five non-Christian friends you believe God would have you build a redemptive 
relationship with and begin praying daily for them.  Look for opportunities to bear witness to Christ.
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Questions for Reflection or Discussion

• Jesus' disciples longed for a return of the glory days of David and Solomon, when the Jewish nation 
was the most powerful.  Do you think that Christianity or the church should have such a dominant 
voice in culture?     Why or why not?    What would be positive and negative about that?

• Read Hebrews 7:18-19.  Circle the words "weakness", "uselessness" (v. 18) and "better hope" (v. 19).
In what ways do you think that the Old Testament system was “weak” and “useless”?
What “better hope” do we have as Christians?  
How does that “better hope” typically express itself in your daily living?

• What are some indicators that a person is more of a consumer than a contributor at church?

Which of those indicators do you see in your own life?  Be honest!

What can you as an individual do to change that?    What should we as a Community Group do?

• The church's mission is clear:   We are to bear witness to Jesus Christ everywhere we go.
                                                

How often do you bear clear witness to Christ as Savior?

How effective are you at bearing witness?

Jesus is Gone: What's Next?
Resetting Our Expectations



Sermon Summary

False Expectation #1: God will fulfill my hopes and dreams.  
Jesus’ disciples deeply wanted Israel to regain her former glory.  
They wanted Jesus immediately to dominate world affairs.  God 
will do that some day, but for the present Jesus is forming a new 
community of the Holy Spirit, called the church.  In the church, it 
doesn’t matter if you are Jew or Gentile.

New Covenant
Grace

Calvary
Christ’s Obedience

Faith
Initiated at the cross

Heavenly, sinless priest
Free access to God

Cleansed conscience
Obedience enabled
Acts—Revelation

Old Covenant
Law

Mt. Sinai
Man’s Obedience

Human Works
Concluded at the cross
Earthly, sinful priests

Limited access to God
Guilty conscience

Obedience demanded
Exodus—Gospels

I. Our lives are shaped by our expectations.  Shaped by the Old Testament, the disciples expected 
God quickly to bring in a physical, national kingdom of Israel with a victorious, messianic ruler who 
would squash all Gentile opposition.  The disciples expected and wanted one thing, but Jesus had 
something else in mind.

Reality
International focus

Institute a new system
Internal change (new heart)

Active role
The beginning

Disciples’ Expectations
National focus

Revived old system
External change

Passive role
The end
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False Expectation #2: God will accept me 
when I get my act together and follow all 
of his rules.  Jesus’ disciples lived in a time 
of transition, from the Old Covenant to the 
New Covenant.  It took them a while to figure 
out this “new thing” that God was doing.  
See Hebrews 7:18-22, 8:6-13, and 9:15-28. 

False Expectation #3: God will change my circumstances.  The church is brought about not by sol-
diers or through force, but throgh the willing submission of Spirit-filled believers.  The kingdom of God 
begins internally, in the human heart, and then shows itself externally thru the power of a transformed life.

False Expectation #4: God does not need me.  Jesus’ disciples were 
convinced that he alone would bring about the kingdom, while they were 
passive.  In the church, all believers are ministers (Ephesians 4:11-12)

II.   To fulfill our God-given mission we must understand what God 
expects of us.  God is going to restore the kingdom to Israel in the 
future (Jeremiah 16:15; 23:8; 31:27-34; Ezekiel 34—37; Isaiah 2:2-
4; 49:6; Amos 9:11-15.  “End time speculation”, while interesting, is a 
distraction to our calling.  The church’s calling is to “go and be”—to go 
to all the world and to be Jesus’ witnesses (1 Peter 3:15).  
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Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Terms such as "enemy" (Romans 5:10), "lost" (Luke 19:10), "dead" (Ephesians 2:1) and "sinner" 
(luke 5:32) used to describe our relationship with the Lord.  Now the Bible uses terms such as "son/
child" (John 1:12) and "slave/servant" (Romans 6:18) and "saint" (Romans 16:16).   Let's look at thise 
terms in order to again insight as to what our expectations should be... 
   
From the following passages, what do you observe that our expectations as His children should be?  
• Galatians 5:26
• Romans 8:17-18 
• John 3:16 
• 1 Peter 1:4 
• 2 Tim 2:15  
• Hebrews 4:12 
• Matthew 26.39 
• Hebrews 12:7

From the following passages, what do you observe that our expectations as His servants should be? 
• Philippians 1:1, 
• Titus 1:1,  
• James1:1
• Ephesians 3:1 
• Galatians 6:7-10 
• I Peter 5:5-6 
• James 1:2-3 
• Romans 6:17-19

From the following passages, what do you observe that our expectations as His saints should be? 
• Acts 26:10
• Romans 8:27
• Romans 12:10-13
• 1 Corinthians 6:1-2
• Ephesians 1:15
• Ephesians 1:18
• Ephesians 4:11-12

How do your expectations line up with these from the Word of God?


