
Talking To Others About This Week’s Message
If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”, 
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon and the key lessons 
you intend to apply to your life?  Can you explain it in plain language anyone could understand?

• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

The Christ of Easter
The True Passover Lamb—Part 2

For free biblical counseling, write to
Counseling@tcc.org   

     
Have you experienced the new covenant?

• Read Jeremiah 31:31-34.  Jeremiah wrote his prophecy 600 years before Christ fulfilled it...
When does v. 31 tell the Jews that this prophecy would be fulfilled?
With what does v. 32 contrast this new covenant?  How will the new covenant differ?
What three things does v. 33 promise?
What two things does v. 34 promise?
How do you think the Jews responded when they heard about this coming covenant?
How do you think the Jews responded as the centuries wore on without its arrival?
How do you think twleve Jews responded as they heard Jesus' words in Luke 22:20?

• Review the account of Jesus' crucifixion in the Sermon Summary and then read Matthew 27:42-44.
What do you find marvelous about Jesus' compassion for others while on the cross?

• Read Hebrews 9:3, 6-7.  Would you have been allowed to go behind the veil?  Why or why not?
Read Hebrews 10:19-22 (and 6:19).  Can you now?  Why?  How?
Read Mark 15:38.  What did this signify?

• Read Colossians 2:13-15.
What are some of the things that would have 
been written on your "certificate of debt" (v. 14)?
What's written on it now?  Why?
List all of the ways Christ triumphed.

Take a moment to worship your savior.



Sermon Summary
Last week, in preparation for Easter, we began an overview of the events that transpired during the last week of 
Jesus’ life. We covered the main events that transpired from Monday through the Passover meal he celebrated with 
his disciples on Thursday evening. Jesus transformed the Passover into what we call today “the Lord’s Supper.” 
From the very beginning, bread and wine were significant parts of the Passover meal. But on this evening, Christ 
departed from the normal use of these elements at the Passover Feast as he gave new significance to both the 
bread and wine (Luke 22:19, Matthew 26:28). Jesus communicated that just as the broken bread would provide 
for their physical nourishment, soon, his broken body would nourish them spiritually. The wine symbolized Jesus’ 
blood as the new covenant between God and man, both Jew and Gentile, based on the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  At some point during the meal, Jesus turned to Judas, who he knew was about to betray him, and said, 
“Do what you do quickly.” Judas left the group and disappeared into the night. 

Matthew tells us that the meal concluded with the singing of a hymn and then they all proceeded to the Mount 
of Olives. There was a garden there, where Jesus liked to pray.  Here, Jesus fell to the ground and began to 
pour out his heart to God, asking Him three times to “remove this cup from me” if there was any other means 
for mankind’s redemption (Mark 14:36). Of course, God chose not to shield Jesus from the trials of the cross. It 
seems that it was the only way to accomplish our redemption. And so Jesus endured the cross willingly, because 
of his great love for us. Jesus arose from prayer and as he proceeded out of the garden he was greeted by Judas 
and a large band of soldiers carrying torches, lanterns and weapons (John 18:3). The soldiers arrested Jesus 
after Judas greeted Jesus with a kiss. No doubt that was the agreed-upon sign that this was indeed the man they 
were to arrest.   All these events took place late Thursday night to early Friday morning.

Jesus underwent six trials on Friday somewhere between 2 a.m. and 10 a.m. It was a stormy eight hours. There 
were three religious trials where he was found guilty, and three civil (Roman) trials where he was found innocent. 
His final hearing was before Pontius Pilate (Luke 23:13–25). The result of this hearing was that a guilty man 
(Barabbas) was released and an innocent man (Jesus) was condemned. Then, things began to move quickly. 
Pilate delivered Jesus to be stripped and scourged…a beating that would leave him close to death.  Jesus arrived 
at the place of execution at about 9 a.m. Friday morning. As they were driving the spikes through Jesus’ hands 
and feet, He prayed for his tormentors and enemies around the cross saying, “Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.”  That’s incredible, isn’t it? Most victims of crucifixion would beg, shriek or curse or spit at their 
tormentors. But not Jesus. He was kind and gracious under the most trying circumstances imaginable.  

The gospel writers tell us that a strange, supernatural darkness fell upon the land from noon to three. At that 
time Jesus cried out, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Do 
you know why Jesus was forsaken by God at that moment? It was because he was bearing the guilt of your sin 
and mine. The fellowship Jesus had enjoyed with the Father from eternity past was broken for the first time. The 
separation from God that we deserve Jesus endured in our place. John tells us that Jesus cried out one more 
time declaring, “It is finished,” after which he yielded up his spirit and died. 

As Jesus breathed his last, a very strange thing happened: “And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom” (Mark 15:38). This veil separated the temple proper from the holy of holies—the most sacred part of the 
temple. This is the part of the temple where God manifested his presence to man. Only the high priest could enter 
in one day every year, on the Day of Atonement, to make sacrifices for the people.  History tells us that this veil 
was 60 feet high, 30 feet wide, and four inches thick. It was torn from top to bottom—only God could do that. This 
tearing of the veil symbolized that God had accepted Jesus’ sacrifice making God’s presence freely available to 
all who would place their trust in Jesus as their Savior.  At this point in the biblical narrative, it is Friday afternoon 
and Jesus is dead. Things looked bleak for Jesus’ followers. But Sunday is coming, and when it does, things will 
never be the same again!



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

If we had been listening in on Jesus' agonizing prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, when he asked 
his father to remove this cup of suffering—and his father said "no"—many of us would have thought 

that God was cruel and unfeeling.  But in retrospect, we see the good God accomplished.  
So, how do we view God's answers to our prayers?

Read Mark 14:35-36.  What does Jesus' prayer in Gethsemane teach you about prayer, and the will of God?

Are all prayers answered?     Is "yes" the only answer?     Is "no" an answer?     Is "not yet" an answer?

What are some of your prayers that God answered "yes"?

In Gethsemane the Lord prayed that, if possible, the “cup might pass Him by”.  The answer was “no”.
What are some of your prayers that God answered "no"?

How do you see God's love, wisdom, and power in the outcome of this event God said "no" to?

What's an example of good you've seen come from a prayer of yours to which God said "no"?

Read Romans 8:28-30.  What is promised in v. 28?

Verse 28 promises good, but how does v. 29 define "good"?     How badly do you want that?

Jesus prayed, "Not my will but yours be done" (Luke 22:42).  From the following verses, describe what God's 
will is like.  Is it a mere possibility, or is it a certainty?  Who ensures that it is accomplished?

• Ephesians 1:11
• 1 Corinthians 1:1 (also see: 2 Corinthians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; 2 Timothy 1:1)
• Galatians 1:4

Now, from these verses, describe what God's will is like.  Is it a certainty?  Who accomplishes it?
• 1 Thessalonians 4:3
• Hebrews 13:20-21
• 1 Peter 4:1-2

Notice that the Bible uses the phrase, "will of God", is used in two distinct senses.  The first one points to 
God's sovereign decrees which direct everything that happens in the world.  The second use describes God's 
commands toward us and our responsibilities before him (eg. Ephesians 5:15-17).

How does the first sense (God's sovereign decrees of what shall certainly happen) bring you confidence?

How does the second sense (God's commands toward us which clarify our responsibilitiy) bring you focus?

How does the Lord Jesus' example perfectly unite these two senses of the word?


