
Application-Challenge
• Trust Jesus Christ as your Savior and follow Him as your Lord.
• Need more evidence for the resurrection? 

The Case for Easter by Lee Strobel (short and accessible)
The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus by Gary Habermas & Michael Licona
The Resurrection of the Son of God by N. T. Wright (scholarly and in-depth)

• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

The Jesus of Easter
Part 4

The Relevance of the Resurrection

For free biblical hope and help, write to
Counseling@tcc.org

The risen Christ can forgive and change you!

• Did you ever hold one of the alternate views regarding what happens after death (that we simply 
cease to exist, or that we are reincarnated)?  Tell us about it?  When and why did you change?

• Read Acts 17:16-34.  Mark key elements of Paul's message (eg. repentance, faith, resurrection, etc.).
What do you learn?

How often do those elements occur in your own conversations about Christ?  What do you conclude?

Now read 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.   Mark key elements of Paul's message.  What do you learn?

How often do those elements occur in your own conversations about Christ?  What do you conclude?
 

• Review the three reasons why Jesus' resurrection is of immense importance and utmost relevance 
(see Sermon Summary).  Which of those reasons are something you're currently experiencing?

Which of those reasons do you most need to explore and experience personally?

What major obstacles (such as knowledge,
desire, or commitment) stand in the way
of you making progress in that area?

How can we as a group help you?



Sermon Summary
The central tenant of Christianity is incredible the claim that Jesus of Nazareth was raised from the dead 
three days after being crucified.  But even if it did happen—does it matter?  After all, if it did happen, it 
happened over two thousand years ago!   I’m convinced that Jesus' resurrection speaks to our present 
day needs in a way that nothing else can.

One thing is for certain: Jesus' resurrection was the central message of the early church  (Acts 4:1-
2; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8).  What do we mean when we say that Jesus rose from the dead?  We do 
not mean that Jesus merely appeared to die, but later revived (this is how Muslims seek to explain 
away the resurrection).  We also are not saying that Jesus was merely resuscitated from the dead. 
Three resuscitations are recorded in the New Testament (Mark 5:21-43; Luke 7:11-17; John 11:1-46).  
There is a huge difference between resuscitation and a resurrection. In a resuscitation the person 
eventually dies again.   A resurrected person is brought back to life, never to die again.  With Jesus, 
God miraculously stepped in, blocked the normal process of decay and decomposition, and rescued 
Jesus out of the realm of death.  But then God takes this another step. He encased Jesus' personality 
in an immortal, physical body with supernatural abilities.  This is what we mean by “resurrection”.  And 
Jesus’ resurrection is of immense importance and of the utmost relevance.  

[1]  The resurrection assures believers of God's forgiveness.  All of us have done and said things of 
which we are deeply ashamed and would never want others to know about.  We feel guilty because we are 
guilty—and no amount of self-justification can change that.  But the risen Christ offers complete forgiveness 
(Mark 2:5-12; Matthew 26:28).  Had Jesus remained dead, we should conclude that his death did not 
accomplish what he said it would (1 Corinthians 15:17).  The resurrection, for which there is tremendous 
historical evidence, validates the saving purpose of Jesus' death. It assures us of God's forgiveness today. 

[2]  The resurrection assures believers of God's transforming power.  I need more than forgiveness for 
the past; I also need power to live a God pleasing life in the present!  God is able to change human nature; 
he makes selfish people to be unselfish, immoral people into people of great moral character, cruel people 
into kind people, and he sweetens sour people!  God has the power to transform you and me into the image 
of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:16-23).  In the New Testament, becoming and being a 
Christian, is something far more radical than merely being forgiven. It is seen as the beginning of an entirely 
new life, a life lived in the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  When we see no evidence of the Spirit's 
work in the life of someone who claims to be a Christian, it causes us to wonder whether they know Christ 
at all!  God also is powerful enough to awaken skeptical persons to spiritual realities (Ephesians 1:18-20).

[3]  Jesus' resurrection assures believers of our own resurrection to eternal life.  Christianity 
varies greatly in its vision for what happens after death.  Many in our secular culture believe that we are 
born, live, die—and that’s it.  Death is the end of it all; there is no afterlife.  Those who have adopted 
this pessimistic view understandably anticipate death with a great deal of despair.  Others, influenced by 
eastern philosophers, think of life not as a line segment, but as a circle, where everything repeats itself 
in an endless cycle of reincarnations.  There is no evidence for this view.  The New Testament paints a 
very different picture of our future.  All who have placed their trust in Christ will be raised from the dead, 
and will live out eternity enjoying fellowship with God and with one another. In fact, they argue that Jesus' 
resurrection is the iron clad guarantee of our own resurrection from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 
John 14:1-3).  For the Christian, death is not a final goodbye, it is only a "See you later!"   This is the hope 
of Easter!   In eternity we will be equipped with new, immortal resurrection bodies. The aches and pains 
and physical limitations that beset our present human bodies will forever be cast aside (1 Peter 1:3-5).



Digging Deeper in your Daily Quiet Time

How is Jesus’ resurrection relevant to me?  That’s what we’ll explore this week...

Monday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
• According to v. 3, how important is the content of the gospel?
• V. 3-4 twice mentions that Christ died, was buried, and resurrected “according to the Scriptures” (ie, the Old Testament).

How does fulfilled prophecy prove anything?
• V. 5-8 appeals to eyewitness proof of the resurrection.  List everyone who saw the resurrected Christ.  How many saw him?
• What does it mean that Christ died “for our sins” (v. 3)?  It that “what you have believed” (v.11c)? 

Tuesday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19
• Do you know anyone who believes that life after death (ie, resurrection) is a fairy tale?

According to v. 13b, if resurrections are a fairy tale, did Jesus rise from the dead?
Do you believe Jesus rose from the dead?  Why or why not?  (See v. 3-4 and v. 5-8 for two lines of proof.)

• According to v. 14, if Jesus didn’t actually rise from the dead, two things are useless.  What are they?
• According to v. 15a-b, if Jesus didn’t actually rise from the dead, Paul is a false witness.  Read Exodus 20:16; Proverbs 6:16-19; and 

Matthew 15:19.  How does God feel about false witnesses?  So, how serious is Paul about being honest about the resurrection?
• According to v. 15c-16, Jesus’ resurrection is just one example of a category of things called “resurrections”, so if the whole category 

called “resurrections” does not exist, then the specific example (Jesus’ resurrection) does not exist.  So, did Jesus resurrect?
• According to v. 17, if Christ did not resurrect, what is “futile”?  What are you still “in”?
• Some people say, “Well, even if Christianity isn’t actually true, even if there isn’t life after death, at least I will have lived a better 

life.”  According to v. 19, would Paul agree with that?  According to v. 32, what lifestyle would Paul recommend instead?

Wednesday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
• Look up “first-fruits” at www.Webster1828.com  (definition 3).  Now rewrite v. 20 in your own words.
• Does it seem fair to you that God holds us accountable for Adam’s sin (v. 22)?  Why or why not?

Does it seem fair to you that God credits us with Jesus’ life (v. 22)?  Why or why not?  (See also Romans 5:12-19.)
• According to v. 23-26, what events happen in the future, and in what order?
• Place the following deaths in chronological order:  [Jesus’ death (v. 3)]   [believers’ deaths (v. 18 & 20)]   [death’s death (v. 26)]
• Many paintings portray Jesus as pallid and weak.   Does he appear that way in v. 24-26?  So, what is Jesus like?

Thursday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-49
• According to v. 35, some who scoff at the concept of resurrection look at our current bodies and wonder how they will be glorified.  

How does Paul refute that foolish objection with an agricultural analogy in v. 36-38?  Rewrite those verses in your own words.
How does Paul refute that foolish objection with a livestock analogy in v. 39?  Rewrite the logic of that verse in your own words.
How does Paul refute that foolish objection with an astronomic analogy in v. 40-41?  Rewrite those verses in your own words.

• V. 42-44 say:
“So it will be with the resurrection of the dead.”  

                            Complete the following chart:

• Write out all of the similarities and contrasts
which are found in v. 45-49.

Friday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
• According to v. 50, can “merely natural” people be saved?  What must you do in order to inherit the kingdom?  See 1 Peter 1:3-5.
• According to v. 51, will all Christians die?  See also 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18.

According to v. 51, will all Christians be changed?  
• According to v. 52, how long will this change require?  

If a person who had been rejecting belief in Christ heard “the last trumpet”, would he still have time to think it over and change?
• According to v. 53, in that “twinkling of an eye”, what will happen?
• According to v. 54, what will happen to death at that moment?

So, it is not until the return of Christ that death “will be swallowed up in victory”, but according to the following verses, when was 
that victory accomplished?  Colossians 2:13-15 and 2 Timothy 1:10

Saturday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-58
• Summarize all the truths you learn from this marvelous passage.
• Write out a prayer of worship to your God.

...but it will be raised...The body which is sown is...
perishable perishable

perishable  a spiritual body

perishable perishable

perishable perishable


