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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

FOUNDATIONS
Part 7: Learning to Walk With God

Application-Challenge
• Make a sin list, then:    [1] confess to God (1 John 1:9),  and

[2] confess and make restitution to people (Matthew 5:23, 24).

• “Keep short accounts” with God.

• Memorize 1 John 1:9 and 1 Corinthians 10:12-13.

• Read Genesis 6:5.  If the continuum below ranges from “as evil and debauched as possible” 
(on the extreme left) to “as righteous as if King Jesus were fully in charge” (on the extreme right), 
where would you place Noah’s culture—and why?               [Mark Noah's culture with an “N ”.]

Now, mark today's culture with a “T”.    Discuss why you placed our culture where you did.

Noah lived about 5,000 years ago.  Has culture gotten better, worse, or stayed the same—and why?

• Which of the six things that happened the moment you placed your trust in Christ (see Sermon Summary) 
are most surprising to you?    Most heart-warming?    Most "game-changing"—and why?

• Read Matthew 22:36-38.  Circle the word "all".  Is that impossible?   How does that make you feel?

Now read 2 Chronicles 16:9.  Circle the word "heart" in both passages.  What does God promise?

Describe what kind of God would even want to do that sort of thing.

• Confession means to "say the same thing" as God does.
So, what does God say about our sin?

Do you "say the same thing" about it?   Explain.
For free biblical counseling, write to

Counseling@tcc.org     
   Need help learning to walk with God?
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Sermon Summary
How do believers walk with God in a deteriorating society?  Is it even possible? To answer that question, 
there are some foundational truths that we need to understand.  First, we must understand what 
hinders us from walking in fellowship with God: our sin problem. Rather than seeing God’s loving and 
wise boundaries as protective, we see them as restrictive. And so we blow through those boundaries, 
often with devastating consequences.  All of the problems in the world today: murder, rape, slander, 
selfishness, stealing, sexual perversion, adultery, broken homes, pornography, prostitution, poverty, 
pollution, gender confusion, corporate greed…all are a result of sin.  The word “sin” means different 
things to different people. But it is God’s definition we need to understand. 
1.  Sin is a failure to do what is right (James 4:17).
2.  Sin is a transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4).
3.  Sin is falling short of that which honors and glorifies God (Romans 3:23). 

A good Biblical definition of sin might be: “Sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God, in act, 
attitude, or nature.”   So how do we deal with our sin problem? God has provided a solution: In his love, 
God sent Jesus to die for our sin. Sin is such a serious problem that it required Jesus’ death to break 
its power over us (John 3:16-18). Jesus offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life to everyone who will 
receive Him as Savior. But if you reject his offer, you will face his judgment.  To walk with God in this 
life, you must receive his forgiveness. You can’t walk with God if you don’t have a relationship with him. 
The moment you place your trust in Christ, a number of things take place. Here are just a few. 
1. Your sins are forgiven; they are no longer a barrier to a relationship with God.   
2. You are given a righteous standing before God.
3. You are reconciled with God.
4. You are adopted into God’s family.
5. You are given spiritual life.
6. The Holy Spirit comes to live within you. 

All of these things make walking in fellowship with God possible. Sin can still disrupt your fellowship 
with God, just like sin can disrupt your fellowship with your spouse, your children, or your best friend. 
And to restore that fellowship, you must confess your sins to him and begin walking in truth (1 John 
3-9).  The book of 1 John in your New Testament was written to tell us how to walk in fellowship with 
God. It assumes that its readers have received Christ as their Savior. In other words, it assumes that 
they have a relationship with God as their Father, rather than as their Judge (1 John 3-9). The word 
“confess” comes from the Greek word which literally means “to say the same thing God says” about 
something. So when you confess your sin, you are agreeing with God:
1. That it is wrong.
2. That you intend to repent of it. 
3. That confession of sin brings God’s forgiveness. 

First, you need to ask the Holy Spirit who lives within you to reveal areas of unconfessed sin. You might 
even want to make a “sin list.” Next, confess those sins to God. Then, you may want to claim the promise 
of 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” Finally, prayerfully go about your day. Ask God for wisdom, strength, and 
courage to make wise decisions. Ask God to help you love him and others more deeply. And when you 
become aware of an attitude or action that is sin, confess it immediately. If you have sinned against 
someone else, ask for his forgiveness.  Your plan should not be to store up your sins until the end of the 
day and confess them at bedtime. If you do that, you have spent all day out of fellowship with God. God 
wants you to experience moment-by-moment fellowship with him. This is your birthright as a Christian.  
The Bible tells us that Noah walked with God in the midst of a godless generation. The question is: Will 
we? God has done his part. We need to respond.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Adapted from: The Christian Life: A Doctrinal Introduction, by Sinclair Ferguson

“He that wishes to attain right views about Christian holiness 
must begin by examining the vast and solemn subject of sin.

Wrong views about holiness are generally traceable to wrong views about human corruption.”
— J. C. Ryle in Holiness

   
We will never properly understand the work of God which takes place in our lives unless we first have some 
kind of grasp of why we need the grace of God.  What has sin wrought?  Read Genesis 1:26-31 and 2:7-25.
Describe God’s original intention for mankind.   Now read Genesis 3.  

What has sin done to the image of God in man?  Has it been erased or has it been defaced?  Notice the 
chronology: Genesis 1-2, man is created in God’s image.  Genesis 3-6, sin enters the world and grows.  Now 
read Genesis 9:6.  After sin entered the world, is man still “in the image of God”?  But are we as we once were?

You might well think that there could be no greater disaster than that the likeness of God in man should 
be exterminated—but in fact, there is!  What if the image of God—which is supposed to accurately reflect 
his greatness and glory— instead projects a distortion of his character?  Instead of being silent about the 
nature of God, we communicate lies about it!  What if, instead of glorifying God, we glorify ourselves?!  This, 
essentially, is the affont which sinful man is to God.  We take what God gave us, and use it against him!  

But there’s more: God created us to live in free and joyful obedience—but we threw that away.  
Read Genesis 2:16-17 and 3:22 –4:11.  How does reality compare with what Eve envisioned (Genesis 3:6)?  
What has happened to mankind (John 8:34; 2 Timothy 2:25-26)?

And it gets worse!  How is every human being on earth described (Romans 3:9-18)?
But what if you say, “I don’t see myself in that description?”  What could explain that?
Read 2 Corinthians 4:4.  Who is “the god of this world” and what does he do to people?
Read Jeremiah 17:9.  How is the human heart described?
Read Romans 7:18-24.  How does Paul describe his experience as a Christian?
Read Galatians 5:17.  How does Paul describe the conflict going on in every Christian’s heart?

Dictionary.com defines “free” as “exempt from interference and restriction; independent; able to act at 
liberty; clear of obstructions or obstacles.”       What picture is painted by John 8:34 and Romans 7:18-24?
The ultimate tragedy of man’s self-understanding is that he feels himself to be absolutely free (John 8:33), but 
does not realize that he is a slave to sin and serves the will of Satan (John 8:34; Ephesians 2:1-3; 2 Timothy 2:26)!

For the gospel to be “good news”, it must respond to this situation and meet all these needs.  But does it? 
Read 2 Corinthians 3:17-18.    What is incrementally taking place in believers’ lives?
Into what image does v. 18 say we’re being transformed?    (The final line of 2 Corinthians 4:4 gives a hint.)
What four things does 1 Corinthians 1:30b say that Christ has become to/for us?
1 Corinthians 1:30a says that these blessings are for those who are “in Christ”, so only two questions remain:
• How do I get “into Christ”?    and
• How do I get the grace and character of Christ into my life to an increasing degree?


