
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

The Christ of Easter
Part 1: The True Passover Lamb

Application-Challenge
• Are you becoming a servant—like Jeus?  The "Digging Deeper" section of Talking Points, 

Walking Points walk you through seven key questions which will help you evaluate your progress.

For free biblical counseling, write to
Counseling@tcc.org     

   Need help developing a servant heart?

• Review the Sermon Summary for what occurred Monday and Tuesday.
With Jerusalem's population swollen to 2.5 million, how would you describe the "tone" of the city?

Does this fit with your mental picture of Jesus' ministry?    Why or why not?

• Review the Sermon Summary for what occurred Wednesday.
Read Isaiah 5:1-7.  List all of the things God did to help ensure a harvest from Israel, his "vineyard".
What does the sentiment found in v. 4 show us about how God felt about Israel's waywardness?

Read v. 6-7.  If you were a leader in Israel, and you knew that God said this about you, how would you 
respond?  Compare this response to Matthew 21:40-46.   Are you surprised that they killed Jesus?

• Review the Sermon Summary for what occurred Thursday.  Contrast the previous three days—so 
full of conflict—with the quiet atmosphere of Jesus' meal with his disciples.   How do you think the 
events of the previous days prepared the disciples for Jesus' teaching on servanthood?

• Review the two charts at the bottom of your note-taking sheet (inside).  The first chart shows the 
incredible accuracy—down to the day!—of Daniel's prophecy given 483 years earlier and using 
a lunar calendar.  The second chart shows Jesus' passion week (in Jewish and modern months).

Think of a friend who questions the accuracy of the Bible.   
How do you think they would respond?
Why not discuss these charts with them 
and invite them to join you next Sunday?



Sermon Summary
Today, I want to begin preparing our hearts for Easter by looking at some of the important events that occurred 
during the last week of Jesus’ life.  

Monday.  The gospel of Mark describes the scene as Jesus entered Jerusalem in preparation for the Jewish 
Passover (Mark 11:8-10). The enthusiastic crowd that welcomed Jesus that day believed him to be the long 
awaited Messianic King (see Daniel 9:24-27, and the charts found at the bottom of the note-taking sheet), come 
to inaugurate his kingdom. But the Jewish leaders didn’t like it. They felt threatened by Jesus’ growing popularity. 

The next day, Tuesday, Jesus entered the Jewish temple and was disturbed to find it being used as a marketplace. 
There were buyers and sellers everywhere. He was so upset he began overturning the vender’s tables, sending 
their merchandise sprawling across the floor. He literally kicked the merchants out of the temple! 

On Wednesday Jesus continued teaching in the temple and the Jewish leaders took counsel as to how they 
might publicly discredit him. They attacked Jesus personally, politically and theologically. But Jesus dismantled 
all their arguments, and he did so is such a way that even they marveled at his answers! Matthew’s gospel 
tells us, “When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples, “You know that after two days the 
Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be handed over for crucifixion” (Matthew 26:1-2). The Jewish 
leaders wanted Jesus dead, but because of his popularity with the masses, they decided to delay his arrest until 
after the Passover Festival. But as we just saw, Jesus just informed his disciples that he would be crucified on 
Passover Friday. Why Friday? Well, because Jesus is the fulfillment of what the original Passover pointed to. 
Jesus was the real Passover Lamb (John 1:29). 

The original Passover was a foreshadowing that one day God would send Jesus, the Lamb of God, as a sacrifice 
to atone for the guilt of man’s sin. To receive that forgiveness, we must place our trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Herein lies the dilemma. The Jewish leaders wanted to arrest Jesus after the Passover for fear of the crowds.  
Thus, their timetable didn’t line up with God’s timetable. But since God is in control of human history, he works all 
things after the counsel of his will.  Enter Judas (Luke 22:3-6). God used the occasion of Judas’ betrayal to speed 
up the Jewish leadership’s timeline to meet His timeline. Why Judas did what he did has been the object of great 
speculation. The Biblical text doesn’t tell us explicitly why Judas did what he did. Perhaps Jesus’ description of 
Judas tells us all that we need to know.   He said simply, “Judas is of the devil” (John 6:70).

On Thursday Jesus instructs his disciples to go and prepare the Passover meal. At sunset, blasts from the silver 
trumpets at the temple signaled to all of Jerusalem that Passover had arrived. That hour found Jesus and the 
disciples reclining at the table that had been prepared for this occasion.  While at the table, Jesus said to his 
disciples, “I have been eager to eat this Passover with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15). Jesus knew what was 
about to happen. He knew that he was about to endure a horrible death. He knew that the guilt of mankind’s sin 
was about to be placed on his soul. 

But while Christ was selflessly anticipating the blessings he would bring mankind through his sacrifice, the 
disciples were selfishly striving for positions of honor at the table (Luke 22:24). In fact, the disciples had filed into 
the room looking for someone to wash their feet. That is what you did in that day before a meal. But there was no 
servant present to assume that role. You know the mindset they had coming into this meal. They were thinking, 
“Which one of us is the greatest?”  Jesus, after waiting in vain for someone to assume the role of a servant, 
assumed that position himself (John 13:3-5). By washing the feet of his disciples, Jesus conveyed a powerful 
lesson (John 13:12-20). Jesus was their Master. He had every right to command their service. Instead, He 
served them! He gave them an example of what true Christian servanthood looks like. He wanted the disciples 
to become servant-leaders. We are never more like Jesus than when we serve. 

Are you following Christ’s example of servanthood? It is one thing to say, “I believe in servant leadership.” It is 
quite another to live it out day by day. That was Jesus’ point when he said, “If you know these things, you are 
blessed if you do them (John 17:20).



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

TCC is committed to “transforming ordinary people into extraordinary followers of Jesus Christ”. 
Sounds nice, but if we’re truly going to resemble Christ, we’ll have to learn to be servants.

Sunday—How true is it that you often ask, "How can I help?"

• Read Matthew 20:30-34.  What attitude did the crowd have towards these blind men?
What attitude did Jesus have toward them?

• What is a situation in your life where a similarly "low-status, annoying person" needs help from you?
In that situation, are you more likely to respond like the crowd, or like Jesus—and why?

Monday—How true is it that you consistently put others needs above your own?

• Read Matthew 14:6-12.  John the Baptist was Jesus' cousin.  How do you imagine Jesus felt?
Now read v. 13a.  What do you think Jesus was wanting at that time?
Now read v. 13b-14a.  How would you have felt if you were in Jesus' sandals?
Read v. 14b.  But what did Jesus feel?  What did he do?

• What would you have to believe (about God, about others, about yourself) to react as Jesus did?
How can you develop those beliefs?

Tuesday—How true is it that you believe that certain tasks are beneath you? 

• Read John 13:1-6.  How undignified did Peter view foot-washing to be?
Read Mark 1:7.  How undignified was it to be the foot-washing slave of a first-century household?
Read Luke 22:27.  Did Jesus view any task as beneath his dignity?

• What tasks do you view as "someone else's job"?           What does that say about how you view yourself?  
Make a plan to change that view of yourself and others.

Wednesday—How true is it that you are quicker to seek credit than to give it? 

• Read Daniel 2:1-28.  Compare and contrast Daniel with the Chaldeans.
• List all the ways that Daniel showed humility, integrity, and care for others (king and Chaldeans).
• Ask God to help you develop that same sort of integrity and compassion.

Thursday—How true is it that you are quicker to criticize than to praise?  
  
• Read 1 Samuel 1:8-18.  What did Eli assume about Hannah?  Did he make an accurate judgment?
• What is a situation in which you commonly judge and criticize others by externals?

Friday—How often are you jealous of other's success?

• Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7.  If you're jealous (v. 4), what do you lack?
• Is jealousy a minor thing?  How significant is it if we lack love?  How important is love?
• How do we grow in love?

Saturday—How often do you tend to respond defensively to criticism?

• Read Proverbs 13:1; 17:10; 26:12.  
• What do you have to believe (about yourself, about God) in order to welcome criticism?
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