
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion
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Plugged In: Wherever God Has You
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Application-Challenge
• Identify the areas in your life you might be unplugging from because they aren't fitting into your 

plans or desires. Instead of focusing on how they are disappointing you, focus on what God may 
be teaching you, or how God might be using you to impact other people. Remember that even 
in the most trying of times, God is with you, is kind to you, and has plans for you.

• Memorize Genesis 50:20 and speak it to yourself when you get frustrated with the path you are on.  
Remember that God's plans are higher than yours and that His is carried out with perfect wisdom.

• Identify at least one person that you have failed to pursue an intentional relationship with because of your 
lack of contentment with your circumstances. Initiate a conversation with them this week and remember 
that you can't neglect the people God has placed in your path just because you don't love the path.

For free biblical counseling, write to
Counseling@tcc.org     

   Not plugged-in to what God's doing?

• Review the difficult and evil things that happened to Joseph in Genesis 39.   Then...
In your Bible underline the four occurrences of the phrase "...the Lord was with..." (v. 2, 3, 21, 23).
What didn't the Lord's "being with" Joseph accomplish?     What did it accomplish?

Are you OK with the Lord's presence meaning "I'll bless you within the difficulties in which I place you"?
What would you want it to mean?

Do you ever "dug in your heels" because you didn't like the circumstances in which God placed you?
Tell us about it.      What does that say about your view of God?   ...your view of yourself?

• Review the difficult and evil things that happened to Paul in Acts 16:22-33.   Then....
Just like Joseph, Paul got in trouble for doing good, not for doing evil.    Read 1 Peter 2:19-21.

What would a person have to believe about God and about himself for this attitude to make sense?

• Tell about a time you "stayed plugged in" 
even though it made life harder for you.



Sermon Summary
Twenty-first century western culture is terribly focused on looking forward to things, which oftentimes hinders 
our ability to be plugged in to the present. We can get so caught up in thinking about what’s coming next that we 
forget to be intentional in our current situation. This is especially true if your current situation is not one that you 
would have picked for yourself.  When you start living for what comes next instead of what God has given you 
right now, you are missing out on God teaching you things and on your ability to impact the places and people 
God has placed you in and around. 

From the life of Joseph, we can learn a lot about staying plugged in to God regardless of our circumstances. Even 
while in prison for a crime he didn’t commit, Joseph stayed plugged in (Genesis 39:21-23). Even while in prison, 
the Lord was with Joseph, the Lord showed kindness to Joseph, and the Lord had a plan for Joseph. In kind, 
Joseph didn’t unplug, didn’t shut down, and didn’t stop being a valuable piece of God’s kingdom. He remained 
faithful to God and available for God to work through. He gets put in charge of the prison, and then becomes a 
trusted advisor to Pharaoh himself. Joseph ends up saving all of Egypt from famine because of his position and 
his faithfulness to God. He also saves his own family from famine and is reunited with his brothers and father. 

Joseph remained plugged in to the mission and will of God even in the lowest of circumstances. He didn’t withhold 
his effort and energy because he wasn’t content with his situation. He yielded to the Lord and trusted that God’s 
plans and ways are not only higher than His, but that they will accomplish the ultimate good.  Think about those 
circumstances you are stuck in right now. They aren’t accidental. They aren’t the result of God forgetting you or 
punishing you. Remember, when Joseph was in prison the Lord was with him, kind to him, and had plans for him. 
The same is true for you in whatever you are going through. If you spend all your time looking for what’s next, 
you are going to miss out on the lessons God is trying to teach you through your difficult circumstances, and you 
could be robbing the people around you of blessings that God wants you to be a part of.

The apostle Paul provides us with an example of being plugged in not only to God, but the people around him, 
even in less than ideal circumstances (Acts 16:22-33). Paul was thrown in jail for preaching the gospel in Philippi. 
He easily could have complained about this being a hindrance to his ministry, he could have felt like it was ruining 
God’s plan for him to share the gospel in other places, he could have complained in a handful of different ways. 

When you are in the midst of tough situations, do you tend to shut down to the people around you? When you 
are stressed out or sad, do you tend to stop pouring into other people? Paul did the exact opposite. Instead of 
complaining, shutting down, or feeling like God is letting Him down, he stays plugged in. He sings praises to God. 
He continues to be faithful in prayer. And he intentionally pursues the man keeping him in prison! 

Even given the opportunity to escape and get back to his plans for ministry, Paul chooses to embrace the 
circumstances and the people that God has placed before him. He remains in prison and shares the gospel with 
his jailer, resulting in the salvation of his entire family. Paul doesn’t allow his trials to make him bitter towards 
God or careless towards the people around him. He doesn’t just wait for things to improve or to get back on the 
track that he had planned for himself. He views every trial and every person he encounters along the way to be 
valuable and to be a person God intentionally placed in his path.

Here’s the lesson we learn from Paul in this passage: don’t neglect the people God has placed in your path just 
because you don’t love the path. The jailer in a Philippian prison was every bit as valuable to Paul as the people 
he would preach to outside of prison. So, the people in your least favorite class of the day aren’t just meaningless 
decorations in the desks around you, they are people that God wants to redeem and restore… and you might 
be the person He uses to do it. You might be stuck in a job you don’t want, not getting paid what you think you 
deserve, or work for a difficult boss, but that doesn’t give you license to shut down to your co-workers. They are 
every bit as valuable to God as the co-workers at your dream job. Paul teaches us that we must be intentional 
about pursuing people, even when God puts us in positions we didn’t want to be in. People still matter to God, 
and you are still an ambassador of the gospel regardless of the situation.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

There are no accidents in the life of a Christian.   Were the events in Joseph’s and Paul’s lives accidents?  
They had peace by applying the Word of God to their experiences.  They serve as a model for us!

Read 2 Timothy 2:15.   What will it take for you to be able to say, 
"I know God approves of my contribution.  I feel no sham about my life."  ?

Read James 1:2-4.  What would you have to truly believe—about God, about life, about yourself—
in order to have this attitude?   Do you have this attitude?   If not, what needs to change?

Read 1 Peter 5:6-7.   What is the connection between pride (v. 6) and worry (v. 7)?
Why can humble people relax in God's care?

Is the instruction of Matthew 7:7-11 a regular, daily part of your life?  Why or why not?

Are all prayers answered?  Tell about a time when you answered your child's request, but with an answer of...
• "yes"  ____________________________________________________________________________
• "no"   _____________________________________________________________________________
• "not yet"  __________________________________________________________________________

What are you currently worried about? 

Read Philippians 4:6-9.  In order to combat worry...
• what does v. 6 tell us to do?   What's the opposite of doing this?
• what does v. 8 tell us to do?   What's the opposite of doing this?
• what does v. 9 tell us to do?   What's the opposite of doing this?

Read Isaiah 41:10.   What reason does God give us for telling us not to fear?
Is that reason sufficient for you to give up anxiety?    Why or why not?

Read Isaiah 40:30-31.   What do you think "waiting for the Lord" means?  
Is it a passive thing (such as waiting for a bus)?    How do you know?
If "waiting on the Lord" is an active thing, how does it not lead to exhaustion?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:15.    Is anyone currently (or recently) treating you evilly?
What have you done about it so far (in your thoughts and/or your actions)?   What will you do now?

Read Exodus 14:13-14.  What's the closest thing to an "impossible situation" you've ever met?
How did God bring you through it?

Read Psalm 146:3 and 118:9.   Are you frightened by America's current political developments?
North Korea has nuclear weapons—is trusting God really a sufficient strategy?  Why or why not?

Do you fear death?   Why or why not?
Read Philippians 1:21.  What would it take for Paul's attitude to become yours?

Read Philippians 4:13-14.  As admirable as Paul and Joseph were, they weren't perfect. 
They too were a “work in progress”.  How does this apply to your own Christian life?


