
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?        ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?
        ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

• Jim Elliot said, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."
But what is it that we "cannot keep"?   

What can't we lose?   How do you know that?

To whom is Mark 8:34-35 addressed?  Is it addressed to you?   How do you know?

If God does not literally require your death in his duty, is it possible still  to obey Jim Elliot's adage?     
If so, what might that look like for you to obey Mark 8:34-35 today? 

• Review the chart of eternal rewards found in the Sermon Summary.  Read each passage in context.

Which reward(s) do you think you're on-track to receive?   Which one(s), "not so much" ?

What changes do you need to make for the sake of God's eternal kingdom?

How can we, as a Community Group,
help each other make these changes?
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5

‘‘

‘‘

A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion

FOUNDATIONS
Part 8: Living With an Eternal Perspective

Application-Challenge
1. Determine to live today with eternity in view.   

2. When facing decisions, learn to ask these questions:  When viewed through the clarifying 
lens of the Bible, what do I believe to be the wise, God honoring thing to do?   Is my chief 
motive to please God and advance his desires, or to please me and advance my desires?   
Knowing that one day I will give an account of my life to God, what is the wise thing to do? 

3. In what area(s) do you most need to give attention to your level of faithfulness?   
How exactly do you plan to address this deficiency?    

For free biblical counseling, write to
Counseling@tcc.org    

    N
eed help learning to live for eternity?



Sermon Summary
All of us want to live a life of significance. And the only way to assure that is live each day with eternity 
in view. This life is preparation for roles and responsibilities we will assume in the next life when we will 
have the opportunity to reign with Christ in the coming Kingdom of God. Every Christian will be in the 
kingdom, but not every Christian will reign with Christ there. It is our faithfulness here and now that will 
determine our responsibility there and then.  To cultivate an eternal perspective, we must recognize the 
brevity of life here on earth (Psalm 39:4, Psalm 90). Wise living is tied to an understanding that this life 
is brief, and should be lived with eternity in view (James 4:13-15). 

The Bible clearly teaches that Christians will face a future judgment for service, but not for sin. Jesus 
was judged at the cross for your sin, so that you will not have to bear sin’s penalty (John 3:18).  Some 
people have concluded, “Well, if God isn’t going to judge me for my sin, what motivation do I have to live 
a God-pleasing life?  Sin brings its own penalty (Galatians 6:7). You reap what you sow.  Obedience 
brings its own rewards: fellowship with God (John 15:14), God’s blessing (James 1:25), and the 
following eternal rewards:

Christians will be judged for our faithful service rendered here on earth (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 
Corinthians 5:9-11). Although all believers will get into heaven, our reward will not be the same. In the 
next life, there will be distinctions among believers based upon their relative faithfulness here on earth. 
This evaluation of our faithfulness will take place at what the Scriptures refer to as the Judgment Seat 
of Christ.  The purpose of this divine evaluation is not to determine your eternal destiny.  That was 
settled when you placed your faith in Christ. Its purpose is to determine your fitness for reward. At the 
Judgment Seat of Christ no one will be beaten or flogged. But many will experience a great sense of 
loss. There will be regrets for a life wasted or a myriad of opportunities missed. We need to conduct 
ourselves today with that future judgment in mind. 

What are some of the things God will consider at the Judgment Seat of Christ? God will evaluate what 
we attempt to do for Him. This includes how we treat others (Matthew 10:42; Luke 6:35-36; Hebrews 
6:10), how we use and respond to authority (Hebrews 13:17; James 3:1), how we use our God given 
talents (1 Peter 4:10), how we use our time (Ephesians 5:16; Colossians 4:5), how we conduct our 
work (Colossians 3:23-24), how we use our money (Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 12:16-34; Luke 16:1-15; 1 
Timothy 6:17-19), how we care for the souls of men (Matthew 28:18-20; Proverbs 11:30;   Acts 20:17-
27; 2 Corinthians 5:9, 11, 20), how we respond to suffering (1 Peter 2:19-25; Matthew 5:11, 12; Luke 
6:22, 23; Mark 10:29, 30), and how well we anticipate Christ’s return (2 Timothy 4:8).  God will not 
simply judge our actions; he will also look at our motives which prompted those actions (1 Corinthians 
4:5). God looks beyond what we do. He seems to be just as interested in why we do what we do 
(Matthew 6:2, 6:5, 6:16).

If we are to live wisely in God’s world, we must cultivate an eternal perspective.  Because, after all, we 
are in training for reigning. One day,  we will stand before God at the Judgement Seat of Christ and our 
service will be judged and rewarded.  That knowledge should influence how we live.

Scripture Reference Eternal Reward

2 Timothy 4:8 Crown of Righteousness

James 1:12 Crown of Life

1 Peter 5:4 Crown of Glory

Revelation 3:11 unspecified crown

Luke 19:11-27 Authority Over Cities

Revelation 2:26-29 Authority Over Nations

Revelation 3:21 Reign with Christ in the Kingdom



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Have you ever heard of a "picosecond"?  A picosecond is one trillionth of a second (1/1,000,000,000,000), 
and is used to measure the computational speeds of computers.   For perspective, here's a comparison:  
a picosecond is to a second, what a second is to 31,710 years!   And in biblical terms, our whole earthly life 
is less than a picosecond when compared to the time we'll spend in eternity.  The Bible teaches that we 
can and should live our "picosecond" here on earth in light of, and contributing to, our eternity in heaven.

• Read Luke 12:15-23.
In v. 15a, what attitude does Jesus warn against?

According to v. 15b, what theological reality is the basis for this warning?     What's the connection?

Is the situation described in v. 16-18 positive or negative?  Wise or unwise?  ...and why?
What would a financial planner who specializes in retirement accounts say about it?

Google a phrase such as "retirement planning" or "secure retirement" and look at several of the hits.
Now, compare Luke 12:18-19 to the images and text you've found online.  What similarities do you observe?

How would your financial planner evaluate this investor's situation (v. 19)?

How did Jesus evaluate this investor's situation—and why (v. 20)?

• According to Luke 12:21, people can be 
rich toward God and/or rich toward themselves.
Let's set up a little grid and test the possibilities.
The man Jesus spoke about in Luke 12 has been marked with a "   ".
Where would you place yourself—and why?
It's possible to be rich toward both God and man (King David was), but...
–is one easier to accomplish?  If so, which one—and why?
–do we have to choose one over the other?   Defend your answer.
–are you choosing one over the other?    If so, which one?
   Are you OK with your answer?  
   Will you be OK with your answer in 1,000 years?     (ie, when your earthly picosecond is long over!)
What will it take to increase your richness toward God?

• Read Daniel 3:1-25 and 6:1-24, Job 1:13-22, Acts 7:51-60, and  Philippians 1:20-21.
What perspective did all these heros share? 

(Hint:   Daily __________________________  and constant __________________________ .)

Does your earthly "picosecond" have you stressed?    Try the eternal perspective!

Poor                                   Rich
Toward Man
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