
Talking To God About This Week’s Message

“Heavenly Father, today I want to be a ‘doer’ of the Word, and not just a ‘hearer’.  Amen.”
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5

‘‘

‘‘

A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion

FOUNDATIONS
Part 3: Is Jesus Really God?

Jesus Christ, the great
God-Man, offers hope and help.

For free biblical counseling, write to
Counseling@tcc.org

• In the first two parts of this series Pastor Doug established the uniqueness and reliability of the Bible.
God chose to communicate with us via a book—but he could have used any number of other means.
What are some other ways God could have communicated with humanity?

What are some ways God did communicate with people in the Bible? ¹

Compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses of those ways, with what God did give us.

• Which of the following statements could legitimately be made by a good, moral (but not divine) teacher?
5  John 5:21-23  5  John 8:51 5  John 11:25-26  5  John 17:5

• How “air-tight” is the “Lord, Liar, Lunatic” argument for you—and why?

¹ If you’re stuck, consider Numbers 11:21-30.

Was there at time in your life when you needed 
to consider the “Lord, Liar, Lunatic” argument?
Tell us about it.

Who in your life today needs it?  _______________

As a group, role-play getting someone’s opinion of the 
“Lord, Liar, Lunatic” argument for the deity of Christ.

Commit to praying for each other as you reach out.



Sermon Summary
Jesus is a controversial historical figure, not so much because of what he taught, but who he claimed to be: God 
in the flesh. Those who knew him best believed him, and risked life and limb to echo that claim. Is Jesus really 
God? Let’s consider the case for Jesus’ deity.

I.  Jesus claimed to be Yahweh.  “Yahweh” is the name revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14 when God said, “I 
am who I am.” In revealing himself this way, God is saying several things to us. He is claiming self-existence—to 
be the eternal, uncreated one. The one who has always existed. He is claiming to be all that we need him to be. 
Jesus claimed to be this same Yahweh in many other verses: John 8:51-58, Isaiah 42:8 and 41:4, John 17:5, and 
Revelation 1:17-18, to name a few.

II. Jesus claimed the prerogatives of God.  For example, in Mark 2:8-12, Jesus said to a paralytic, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.” Jesus claimed that, as God, He was given authority on earth to forgive sins. Another 
prerogative Jesus claimed for himself which, according to the Old Testament was God’s sole domain, was the 
power to raise and to judge the dead (John 5:21-23).

III. Jesus received worship as God.  The Old Testament forbids the worship of anyone other than God. In fact, 
two of the ten commandments are concerned with this issue (Exodus 20:1-5). But on several occasions, Jesus 
gladly received worship. For example, in John chapter 9, Jesus received worship from a man whose sight he 
had restored. In Matthew 14, Peter and some other disciples worshipped him after seeing him walk on the lake. 
In neither of these cases did Jesus offer a word of rebuke; instead, he gladly received their worship.

IV. Jesus’ disciples acknowledged his claim to be God.  After Jesus’ resurrection, he appeared to Thomas 
and other disciples, and they believed He was God (John 20:28). He appeared to the Apostle Paul in a vision, 
and Paul believed He was God (Titus 2:13). The writer of the New Testament book of Hebrews says that Jesus is 
God (Hebrews 1:3, 1:8).  There is no doubt that the early church understood and accepted Jesus’ claims of deity. 
And in response, they trusted him as Savior and worshipped him as Lord. That is the only logical response.  This 
raises a question: how are you going to respond him? If Jesus is who he claimed to be, and these statements 
are true, then both our present and eternal happiness are tied to our response to him. He invites us to come to 
him in faith, to receive an abundant and eternal life.  

V. Jesus is either Lord, liar or lunatic…You must decide.   In a famous quote, C.S. Lewis essentially states 
that Jesus is either Lord, a liar, or a lunatic. Let’s consider each in turn (see diagram on page 1):  

He is a liar.   In other words, Jesus claimed to be God, but knew that he wasn’t. In which case he wouldn’t be a 
good man, he’d be the worst kind of hypocrite, because he taught His disciples that they should always tell the 
truth, and yet on the most important point, his very identity, he had lied.   But if Jesus was a liar, and therefore 
an evil, foolish man, how can we explain the fact that he left us with the most profound moral instruction and 
example the world has ever known?  

He is a lunatic.  If Jesus wasn’t a liar, perhaps he was a lunatic. In other words, he actually thought he was God, 
but wasn’t. But as you read the gospel accounts, there is no hint of imbalance in his personality. He seemed to 
be in control of every situation.  There is a winsomeness and wisdom in his teachings that you would not expect 
from a mad man. He had a deep and winning love, and a passionate compassion. He was both tough and tender, 
and in every situation seemed to know which was demanded.  

Add to these qualities the circumstances surrounding his birth, the miracles he performed, and his resurrection 
from the dead, and the portrait that emerges is neither liar nor lunatic.    No, the evidence points to the fact that 
He is Lord. And he demands a response from each of us (John 11:25-26).  What will you do with Jesus? Will you 
trust him as your savior? Will you worship him as Lord? 



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

The most critical question of your life: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13)

The answer to this question will determine your eternal future.  Week 1 of “Foundations of the Faith” established the 
uniqueness of the Bible.  Then, week 2  established its historical authenticity.  Now, who does the Bible say Jesus is?  

The Jews were looking for the prophesied Messiah.  How well does Jesus fulfill those prophecies?

Fulfilled Prophecies Concerning Christ

OT Prophecy NT Fulfillment    Topic

Genesis 12:2 Matthew 1:1; Galatians 3:16

Genesis 49:10 Matthew 1:2

2 Samuel 7:12-16 Matthew 1:1

Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:23

Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:6

Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1 Matthew 3:3

Numbers 24:17; Psalm 2:6 Matthew 21:5

Deuteronomy 18:15-18 Acts 3:22-23

Psalm 110:4 Hebrews 5:6-10

Psalm 22:1 Matthew 27:46

Psalm 22:7-8 Matthew 27:39, 43

Psalm 22:16 John 20:25

Psalm 22:17 John 19:33-36

Psalm 22:18 John 19:24

Psalm 22:24 Matthew 26:39; Hebrews 5:7

Isaiah 52:14 John 19:1

Isaiah 53:5 John 19:1, 18

Psalm 16:10; 22:22 Matthew 28:6; Acts 2:27-28

Psalm 68:18 Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-11

  My response to Jesus Christ...


