
Application-Challenge
For 2017, adopt Paul’s priorities: be committed to learning and applying God’s Word, 
to taking off masks and being authentic, and to exemplifying a gracious spirit. 
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  – Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  – Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

Priorities for Living
1 Thessalonians 2:1-11

• For the following questions, consider this diagram:

What makes an activity “important”?   (to whom?   for what?)
What makes something “urgent”?   (to whom?  for what?)
       ...and what if we’re wrong in our evaluation?

Why do people disagree on what’s important and/or urgent?

Who gets to decide what’s important and/or urgent for you?

• In 1 Thessalonians 2:6 Paul said that he was totally unmotivated by others’ approval or disapproval.
Why do we so often crave others’ approval, and fear their disapproval?

Read Matthew 10:28.  Whom are we not to fear?  Whom are we to fear?

When has a desire for man’s approval or fear of his disapproval tempted you to disobey God?

• List all of the ways Paul describes himself in 1 Thessalonians 2:7-11.

Which of those attributes have others shown to you?   How did that impact you for Christ?
Which of those attributes do you see in yourself?    Which of those attributes...well, not so much?!

• Whenever we move something up on our “priorities list”, we’ve got to move something else down 
(or, even off) our list.  

What do you need to move down—or off—
your current priorities in order to adopt Paul’s?

Priorities “out of whack”?
For free hope and help, write to

Counseling@tcc.org
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Sermon Summary
What do you consider “top priority” in your life? As we begin a new year, we all need to determine our 
priorities. We find some help in Paul’s first letter to the church at Thessalonica, a letter written to a 
growing group of Christians who were not so different from us.  In this book, Paul outlines the character 
traits exemplified in his life and ministry while ministering in Thessalonica. In doing so, he sets forth 
three essential priorities for every church in every era. In fact, I suggest that we adopt these priorities: 

I. Give the Scriptures a prominent place in your life.  As a church planting ministry in Thessalonica, 
undoubtedly a constant barrage of urgent needs pounded away at Paul’s mind, but he made sure that his 
life and ministry were firmly fixed on the important: the truth of the Scriptures.  The great tragedy among 
Christians today is that many of us are under the Word, in the sense that we hear it being taught each 
week, but we are not in it for ourselves. We need to change that! All of us should make personal Bible 
study a priority. When the study of God’s Word becomes a priority, inevitably it leads to self-examination. 
We begin to compare our lives with God’s standard.  The truth of God’s Word touches us where no 
surgeon’s scalpel can penetrate—the soul, the spirit, the thoughts, attitudes, the very essence of our 
being. God uses his Word to help shape us, clean us up, and mature us in our walk with him (Hebrews 
4:12-13).  Let’s take this to heart. Let’s not allow the tyranny of the urgent to steal from us those all-
important moments where we spend time with our Heavenly Father in his Word. Make it a priority. 

2. Be a person of authenticity.  Paul was authentic. He was upfront and honest in his dealings with 
people. He had no hidden agenda. He didn’t use flattery to advance his career or his bank account. 
Truth be known, there was only one person he wanted to please, and that was God (1 Thessalonians 
2:5-6). For that reason, Paul was authentic. There are at least three aspects of personal authenticity: 
[1]  To be truly authentic, you must be honest with yourself. It may mean that you stop pretending that 
your feelings haven’t been hurt when you know good and well that they have been. It may mean that 
you stop pretending that you are not angry when you know that you are. An authentic person is in touch 
with what is really going on inside.  [2] Personal authenticity also involves being honest with others. 
Sometimes being authentic requires that you have a difficult conversation with someone that you would 
rather not have. In this situation, if you do nothing, the relationship is going to be strained anyway. In 
fact, it will probably get worse. Sometimes authenticity demands loving confrontation (Ephesians 4:29-
31). [3] Authenticity requires being honest before others. An authentic Christian doesn’t pretend to have 
it all together. Let’s face it, God has set before us some pretty lofty standards. Authenticity demands 
that you not portray yourself as having attained some spiritual plane that you know you haven’t.  As 
fellow travelers in the faith, we need to be honest with each other about our struggles. When we do that, 
two things will happen. First, you will probably discover that you are not the only one who struggles in 
a particular area of weakness. And second, by being vulnerable, you may well find someone who can 
come alongside you and help you grow in that area of weakness. We need each other. That is how God 
has designed the body of Christ.  

3. Be a gracious person. We see evidence of Paul’s graciousness in verses 7 through 11. Paul deeply 
desired that God’s people live lives worthy of their calling…but he didn’t berate them into submission. He 
didn’t try and put everyone on a guilt trip. He was gracious and tolerant.  Christians have been accused 
of lacking compassion. We are more abrasive and judgmental than we are tactful and compassionate. 
If we are not careful, we tend to use people rather than love them.  Let’s not be that kind of church. Let’s 
be committed to God’s Word—no apologies! But in our commitment, let’s be authentic—knowing that we 
also are also in process.  And let’s be gracious. That means that we allow other people to be in process 
too, as we love and encourage them to follow Christ faithfully. Here at TCC, you are free to question, 
admit failure or weakness, and confess wrongs done to others. You are free to admit ignorance.  As we 
enter another year of ministry, come learn and grow with us. Let’s adopt Paul’s priorities as our own. 



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
Priorities 2017

Probably, the most brutally honest way to evaluate our priorities is to look at how we spend our 
“free” time.  We all have a “day job”—whether it is raising kids, going to school, or earning a 
living.  We are commanded to do these “as unto the Lord” (Colossians 3:17).  The question is 
how we spend the rest of our time.
  

How much time do you spend on the following?  This week do a “time audit” of the following areas:  

Watching TV (sports, entertainment, etc.) _____                Social Media _____          Exercise  _____

Your hobby (golf, cars, stamps, photography,  playing a musical instrument etc.)  _____ 

Interacting with friends _____     Politics (talk radio, working for a candidate/cause etc.) ______ 

Prayer_____        Bible Study _____        Serving the Lord in other ways _____

Other (list)  _________________________________________________________________

While all of the above activities are legitimate, your spiritual growth requires focus.  The amount of time 

you devote to each may tell you if your priorities are truly in sync with the Word of God.

Read 1 John 2:15.    What do your priorities show that you love?

Read John 16:33    Do your priorities give you peace in the world?

Read 1 Thessalonians  5:16-18.  Do your priorities allow you to pray as often as you ought?

Read Hebrews 10:25.  Are your priorities helping you fellowship with other Christians?

Read Romans 12:3.  What do your priorities reveal about your self-evaluation?

Read 2 Timothy 2:15.  Are your priorities making you a skillful handler of God’s truth?

Read Philippians 3:13-14.  Are your priorities helping you race toward sanctification and glorification?

Write an action plan to improve any areas of your priorities which do not line up with the Word of God.


