
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  
          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Application-Challenge
• Be reconciled to God, through the sufficient sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:2-9).
• Seek to reconcile all of your relationships which are strained (Matthew 5:9; Romans 12:18).
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  – Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  – Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

The Reason for Hope
Part 2

Christmas:  A Time for Reconciliation

• Read Zephaniah 3:17.  
If you were in Glenda’s situation, which of those affirmations would you find most helpful—and why?

Which of those affirmations would you find it hardest to believe.  Why that one?

How should we respond to unbelief in our hearts when God says something that seems too good to be true?

• Read Romans 5:6-10.
List all the ways that people are described before they are saved:
v. 6
v. 6
v. 8
v. 10

Thinking back to your life before you were saved, give a concrete example of how each described you.

• Read Acts 15:36-39.  Have you ever had such a “sharp disagreement” with another believer 
so that you “separated from one another” (v. 39)?  Would you be willing to tell us about it?
Have the two of you reconciled yet?   If so, tell us how you did it.    If not, what stands in the way?

Read James 3:18.
What guidance does it give you for 
reconciling a strained you currenly have?

Need help reconciling?
For free hope and help, write to

Counseling@tcc.org



Sermon Summary
In 1951 an unwanted baby, conceived outside of marriage, was born to a family in Portsmouth, Virginia.  
The ensuing chaos destroyed the lives of the mother, her husband, and Glenda’s older half-sister.  That 
baby was Glenda Revell¹.  Glenda begins her autobiography with these words:  “If this were just a story 
about my suffering, it would be ordinary, for suffering is as commonplace as life itself.  Rather, this is my 
account of an extraordinary Savior, who brings light out of darkness, joy out of sorrow, peace out of pain.”

Glenda’s mother was an alcoholic, and vicious toward the girl she believed had ruined her life.  When she 
found out she was pregnant by a man to whom she was not married, she planned to have a back-alley 
abortion, but lost her courage.  For the first five years of Glenda’s life, her mother wouldn’t even have her 
in the same home, and so she was raised by an aunt and uncle.  When she made visits home, she was 
savagely beaten.  At age three, Glenda’s mother knocked out her two front teeth.  At age five, the aunt 
and uncle sent her back home.  From then until puberty, Glenda’s “father”, in Glenda’s words, “mutilated 
her innocence over and over again”.   And her mother, of course, never protected her.  As a result, Glenda 
hated her mother—even wishing to kill her.  I won’t go into more details of Glenda’s painful life.  It started 
in adultery and attempted abortion, and was filled with alcoholism, abuse, alienation, and abandonment.  
I’m afraid that many of you can identify with some—perhaps even many —of the details of Glenda’s story.  

But that’s not how we want life to be.  And that’s not how life is supposed to be.  That’s not how God 
intended it to be.  Read Zephaniah 3:17.  Is this too good to be true?  This is the message of Christmas!  
God came to live among us, to be our mighty savior.  He did this because he delights in us.  He’s glad 
that he created us.  He loves us and longs to calm all our fears.  But, of course, this isn’t what Glenda 
experienced growing up.  God’s love and light didn’t reach into Glenda’s home as he intended it to.  
Instead of reconciliation, there was agitation, estrangement, evil, and enmity.  Why do we have animosity 
rather than love, estrangement rather than reconciliation?

Seven hundred years before he was born, Isaiah prophesied about the coming “Prince of Peace”  (Isaiah 
9:6).  Now that’s what Glenda needed!  That’s what we need.  But we don’t have it.  Some of us don’t have 
any peace at all—not inside us, nor outside us.  But guess what.  Our situation is even worse: the Bible 
says that our need for reconciliation goes deeper than just and interpersonal disharmony. The Bible says 
that we’re at odds with God (Isaiah 59:2; John 3:36). But the Bible teaches that absolute reconciliation 
is available to us now, because of Christmas (Romans 5:8-11).  As a young nursing student, Glenda 
experienced reconciliation with God.  Is that your story?  Have you been reconciled to God?  

Reconciliation has two dimensions: vertically, between us and God, and then horizontally in all our 
relationships (Ephesians 2:14-16).  This is a theological reality, but many of us aren’t experiencing it.  All 
people experience conflict—even the Apostle Paul (Acts 15:36-39).  But he resolved it (Colossians 4:10; 
2 Timothy 4:11).  God tells us to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9; James 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20).  We 
have a choice: which path will we take?  Reconciliation is available to us—vertically, with God Almighty.  
Horizontally, if we will choose to be peace-makers.

¹ Glenda’s Story: Led By Grace, by Glenda Revell.  Forward by Elisabeth Elliot. © 1994.  ISBN 0-8474-1154-0



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

What does God’s word say about Christians, conflict—and reconciliation?  This week we’ll see!

Monday—Read Philippians 1:27-30

• Why should opposition not surprise us?  Why should it not alarm us?

• Unpack the solution Paul gives in v. 27.  What is commanded?  What does it accomplish?

Tuesday—Sometimes the opposition comes from fellow believers!   Read Philippians 4:1-5

• Were Euodia and Syntyche merely peripherally involved?  What do you learn from this?

• There is a command in each of these five verses —what are they?

• Which of those five commands do you find hardest to obey?  Which is easiest?  Why do you think that is?

Wednesday—Read Philippians 2:1-2

• V. 1 & 2 reveal a cause and effect relationship (If v. 1 is true, then do v. 2).   List the true items of v. 1.

• So, what are we to do (v. 2)?

• If we did this, what effect would it have on the conflicts of our lives?

Thursday—Read Philippians 2:3-4

• List the things we’re commanded not to do.  List the things we are positively commanded to do.

• Is this sort of living even possible for sinful human beings?  If so, how?

Friday—Read Philippians 2:5-8

• List the sequential downward steps in Jesus’ humiliation.  Place an “x” where you are on that sequence.

• What should be more shocking, that Jesus did have that attitude, or that we don’t?  Why do you think that?

Saturday—Read Philippians 2:9-13

• What resulted from Jesus’ willing humiliation (v. 9)?

• What will result from Jesus’ exaltation (v. 10-11)?

• V. 12 begins with “So then...” (ie, “Because of this...).  How does the command of v. 12 flow out of v. 9-11?

• What do you think it means to “work out your salvation”?

• What does it mean to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling”?  Fear toward what or whom?

• How is the fact that “it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (v.13) 

the motive for the command to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling”?

• What impact would having this attitude have on the conflicts you experience in your life?


