
Application-Challenge
Put Jesus at the center.   Celebrate God’s love,  presence, and enduring commitment to us.
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  – Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  – Joshua 22:5
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A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion

The Reason for Hope
Part 1

Christmas:  A Time for Celebration

• Pastor Doug observed that for many, Christmas has become hassle rather than a source of happiness, 
a duty rather than a delight; they’re jaded rather than joyful.   How much of that do you feel?  

When, for you, did it cross over pleasure to pressure?  To what do you attribute that?

• Read Luke 2:8-14.
Describe the social status of “night-shift shepherds” (v. 8)—where do you think they’d rank?

Does it surprise you that the announcement of the birth of God was made to them?  Why or why not?

This good news was for “all the people” (v. 10) and also “for you” (v. 11)—ie, these shepherds (v. 8).
Why do some people think that God’s blessings are for everyone but them?  Have you ever thought that?

Who have you tried to convince that God’s blessings truly are for them?  Did it work?
How did you do it?

The angel said that this was “good news of great joy” (v. 10).  Did the gospel bring you joy?  Tell us about it.
Is this joy sustainable all our lives?  Why or why not?

Read 1 Peter 1:5-6.  Peter’s readers “greatly rejoiced” in their salvation—even as they were 
“distressed by various trials”.  How do you think they accomplished that?

In Philippians 2:18; 3:1 and 4:4 Paul commands people to rejoice.  Is that realistic?  Why or why not?
What is the significance of the modifier, “rejoice in the Lord”?  What might that mean?

• This Christmas season, what can you do 
that you think would most help you rejoice? 



Sermon Summary
Christmas is a time to celebrate the entrance of God’s son into this world. The Bible contains the original 
Christmas Story (Luke 2:8-14), in which the angel revealed to the shepherds Christmas’ threefold purpose 
as a time of celebration, a time for reconciliation, and a time for salvation.  Today we are going to focus on 
this first purpose: Christmas is a time for celebration! Christmas is an affirmation that (1) God loves you, 
(2) God is with you, and (3) God is for you! 

God Loves You    In sending his Son on that first Christmas, God said in the most powerful way he could, 
“I love you” (John 3:16). God loves you so much, he came to earth as a human being so that you could 
know him, come to trust him, and learn to love him back. Jesus is God with skin on. But until Jesus came, 
our understanding of His love was limited. If you really want someone to know that you love him, you 
don’t send a representative. You say it personally. That is what God did at Christmas. The Bible says that 
God is love. It doesn’t say that he has love, it says that he is love. God is the embodiment of love, and in 
sending Jesus, God came to live among us. In fact, there is nothing you could ever do that would cause 
God to stop loving you, because God’s love for you is based on his character, not your conduct! God’s 
love for you is based on who He is, not on what you have done.

God is with You  Jesus came to earth on that first Christmas to show us in a very real and practical way 
that God is with us (Isaiah 7:14). Despite what you may feel, God is not distant. You are never alone. God 
in Christ is with you (Psalm 139:7-10).  If you have placed your trust in Jesus as your Savior, you can be 
assured of his love, his presence, and his help. Now, you may need to learn to tune into his presence. But 
he is there, and he will never abandon you. God will never betray you. He will never leave you, no matter 
what you do, or how badly you mess up. When you are tired of running, tired of doing life your own way 
and ready to do it God’s way, He says, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”  

God is for You!  Many people don’t believe that. They think that God is out to get them. But the Bible 
clearly tells us that God is for us (Romans 8:31-32, Jeremiah 29:11).  Some people may fear that God is 
“out to get them” due to having a guilty conscience, or ignorance of what God is like. All of us struggle with 
sin on some level. And the more sensitive your conscience, the guiltier you are likely to feel. Many folks 
are afraid of God. They don’t understand that Jesus came to forgive them, not condemn them.  We are 
all familiar with John 3:16, which assures us of God’s love: “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son…” But we are not as aware of John 3:17, which assures us that God is for us! “For God 
did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”  
Jesus came to save us, not to judge us. He came to offer us forgiveness of sin and eternal life. When we 
sin, Jesus doesn’t rub it in, he rubs it out! He forgives us and sovereignly works in our lives to change us 
from the inside out. He works to make us more like himself. Because of what Jesus has done for you on 
the cross, God is not mad at you anymore. His righteous anger against sin was satisfied through Jesus’ 
death on the cross (Romans 5:8-9).

This Christmas, let’s not forget the reason for the season. Let’s put Jesus front and center. And let’s 
celebrate God’s love, presence, and enduring commitment to us.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Everyone knows that Christmas is a time for celebration—but do they know why it is?

Do you know why?  Do you know at a deeply profound level?  Let's explore this important subject...

Read 1 Peter 1:1-7 
• In v. 1, we learn several truths about the people to whom Peter wrote.  We learn that they...

(a) "reside as _______________"
(b) they are "_______________ throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia"
(c) they are people "who are _______________".

• In v. 2, we learn (a) in what way, (b) how, and (c) for what purpose we are chosen:
(a) "_________________ to the foreknowledge of God the Father"
(b) "_____ the sanctifying work of the Spirit"
(c) "____________ Jesus Christ"
What does it suggest to you that all three members of the Trinity were involved in your salvation?

• At the end of v. 2, what does Peter pray for believers to recieve?   In what quantity?   How is each member of the Trinity involved?
• In v. 3-4a we learn (a) in what way, (b) how, and (c) for what purpose we were "born again to a living hope":

(a) "_________________ to God's great mercy"
(b) "_________________ the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead"
(c) "_________________ an inheritance"

• Children receive inheritances.   What are you?   Therefore, what will you receive?

Let's explore the inheritance which awaits us.  Read 1 Peter 1:4-5 
• Four words describe our heavenly inheritance—what are they?

(a)  _____________________    (b)  _____________________    (c)  _____________________    (d)  _____________________
• Now, look each word up in a standard English dictionary, such as <dictionary.com>.   Write a  brief definition of each:

(a) "imperishable"  _____________________________________________________________________________________
(b) "undefiled"    _____________________________________________________________________________________
(c) "unfading"    _____________________________________________________________________________________
(d) "reserved"    _____________________________________________________________________________________

• This is your salvation!  This is the gift of Christmas.  This is why Jesus was born...died...arose.
Compare an earthly interitance to the heavenly one which awaits you.  How does it differ in those four key attributes?
(a) "perishablity"  _____________________________________________________________________________________
(b) "liability to corruption" ____________________________________________________________________________________
(c) "liability to diminution" ____________________________________________________________________________________
(d) "for your use only" _______________________________________________________________________________________

• Although uncommon, it is not unheard of that the beneficiary of an inheritance would die before the giver of the interitance does.
But according to v. 5, our God guarantees that we, the beneficiaries of his inheritance, are as secure as the inheritance itself is!
We beneficiaries are protected  (a) "by the ______________ of God"
      (b)  "through _____________"
      (c)  "for a salvation ___________________________ in the last time"
Is it possible for God to refuse to give us the inheritance he's promised?
Is it possible for the inheritance God gives to become diminished?
Is it possible for us beneficiaries of God's promised inheritance to not survive til the inheritnace is dispensed ("the last time")?

• This is your salvation!   This is the gift of Christmas.  This is why Jesus was born...died...arose!

But what is our experience now, while we await "the last time", and the reception of our inheritance?  Read 1 Peter 1:6-7
• "In this (salvation) we greatly rejoice, even though..."

(a) "now"
(b)  "for a _______________  while"
(c)  "if __________________ "  we have been distressed by various trials.

• Think for a moment of the opposite of those three traits, and the significance of these ideas:
(a) our sufferings are "now", rather than ________________________________________________________________________
(b)  our sufferings are "for a little while" rather than ________________________________________________________________
(c)  our sufferings are "necessary" rather than ____________________________________________________________________

• (a)  In heaven, will there be any suffering?                                          (No—our sufferings are all "now".)   
(b)  How much earthly life do you likely have left?   Subtract your current age from 75.  _______ years
 Divide infinity by the number of earthly years you likely have left.  What's the answer?  ___________   That's just "a little while"!
(c)  What if our earthly sufferings weren't necessary—if God just did it to be mean, or because was powerless to stop them?
 What comfort do you gain from knowing that your sufferings in this life are necessary and purposeful?

• Verse 7 tells us what purpose our sufferings accomplish:    "You have been distressed by various trials so that "...
"the proof of your ___________, being _________________________ than gold (which is perishable even though gold is tested  and 
purified by fire), may be found to result in ____________ and __________ and _____________  at the revelation of Jesus Christ".

• Many Christians don't know if their lives bring praise, glory, and honor to God.  But Peter says we can know it.  How (see v. 6a)?
• Notice when the praise, glory and honor come: "at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (ie, when he returns; Christ's second coming)!

Notice when the "salvation ready to be revealed in the last time" (v. 5) comes: (ie, when Christ returns; his second coming)!
Notice when (1:13) the grace comes to us, upon which we are to completely fix our hope: "at the revelation of Jesus Christ"!
Notice when (4:13) our current "rejoicing in suffering" will be transformed into "rejoicing with exultation: "at the revelation of his glory"!

• This is your salvation!   This is the gift of Christmas.  This is why Jesus was born...died...arose!
• Write a "thank you" prayer to God for his indescribable gift.
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