
Application-Challenge
God has fully, faithfully, and compassionately provided for the salvation of the world:  He sent his 
Son to die for us, he provides us with universal, irrefutable knowledge of his existence, he convicts 
our conscience, and he commands believers to proclaim this good news.   Let’s remember our 
responsibility:  to share the good news with all who will listen,  and to pray for receptive hearts.
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  – Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  – Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion

The Church Has Left The Building
Part 6: “What About Those Who

  Have Never Heard the Gospel?”

• Has the question, “What happens to those who’ve never heard the gospel?”, ever been a major 
impediment to you in embracing Christianity?  Is it still?  If so, why?   If not, what changed you?

Is there any person you’re close to who currently grapples with this question?  Tell us about him/her.

• Read John 14:6.  Pastor Doug observed that many non-Christians are impressive examples of faith, 
ethical conduct, and heroic self-sacrifice—yet according to Jesus, they will not spend eternity with God.

How much emotional or intellectual tension does this produce in you—and why?

How much should it produce in us—and why?

• Review the sermon summary for the recent shift in the definition of “tolerance”.  
Apply both definitions to the following sentence:   “Are you lactose intolerant?”    What do you observe?  

Why do you think the definition has changed?

What unintended or unanticipated consequences will result from this change in definition?

• Review the eight insights the Scriptures gives regarding the troubling question of “What happens to 
those who’ve never heard the gospel?”    Which insight...

...was new to you—you’d never heard or considered it before?

...is most convincing to you—and why?
...do you think would be most helpful to the person 
    in your life who currently grapples with this?



Sermon Summary
There are two questions regarding Christianity that many people have asked at some point in their lives: “Is 
Jesus really the only way to God?” And if so, “How is God going to deal with those who have never heard 
of Jesus? Is there any hope for them?”  Why are these questions so common? There are several reasons:
1. Due to immigration and advances in technology, the world in which we live is a much smaller place. 
We live in intimate contact with those who practice other religions, or no religion. Many of their lives 
are impressive examples of faith, ethical conduct, and heroic self-sacrifice. Therefore, it is tempting 
to ask, “What makes Christianity so special?”  2. “Tolerance” has become the supreme value in our 
society, and it has been redefined. No longer does tolerance mean “showing forbearance or endurance 
toward those whose opinions and beliefs differ from your own.” Today, it means “Acceptance of other’s 
beliefs and opinions as equally valid to your own.” To say that one religion is true and another is false is 
“intolerant.”  3. Relativism has become the prevailing philosophical construct in our society. Our culture 
has moved away from the notion of absolute truth. Today, everything is subjective. It doesn’t even occur 
to nonbelievers that there may be an objective reality where the God of the Bible exists, and that their 
relativistic worldview is wrong. 4. Our flawed sense of “fairness” causes us to question God’s goodness. 
It just doesn’t seem fair that a loving God would exclude from his kingdom those who worship a higher 
power in their own way, and yet aren’t professing Christians. 

But these points still do not answer our concerns about all the people who have never even heard 
of Jesus Christ. Is God just to condemn them? For the compassionate, thoughtful Christian, this is a 
difficult dilemma.  The Scriptures reveal several insights: [1] God is just. First, we can be certain that 
in dealing with such people God will be fair, because God cannot act contrary to his character (Psalm 
96:13). [2] No one will be condemned for rejecting Jesus Christ of whom he has never heard. 
However, the person who has never heard of Jesus Christ will be condemned for violating his own 
moral standard (Romans 2:12-16).  [3] All men know God the Father (even those who claim that 
they do not; see Romans 1:18-21), and rejection of God the Father, which is just as serious a 
sin as rejection of God the Son. God has provided general revelation to the world. [4] Non-Christian 
religions are not a sign of man’s thirst to know the one true God, but of man’s rejection of Him 
(Romans 1:22-25). Pagan religion is a distortion of the truth where an exchange takes place between 
the truth about God and a lie. In pagan religion, the glory of the creature or creation is substituted for 
the glory of God.  The Bible calls this “idolatry.” In fact, in Biblical parlance, to worship anything other 
than the one true God is to be an idolater, and it is a great insult to God.  [5] There is no indication in 
the Scriptures that a person can be saved apart from trusting Jesus Christ as his Savior. But this 
raises a question. If people must hear about Jesus to enter a right relationship with God, how will they 
hear about him? [6] If we are concerned about the salvation of those who have never heard of Jesus 
Christ, we should be doing all that we can, personally and as a church, to tell others about him.  
[7] God responds to people according to how they responds to the light they do have. If they 
respond to the light God has given, (general revelation) he gives more light (Acts 8, Acts 10). God knows 
the thoughts, intentions, and yearnings of people’s hearts. And if a person seeks to know the one true God, 
God will reveal himself to him. [8] The church is commanded to share the message of Christ with 
everyone (Mark 16:15). Here at TCC, we take that responsibility seriously. That is why, as a church, we 
support various missionaries around the world. That is why we do all that we can to equip you to be able 
to sensitively and yet effectively share Jesus Christ with your friends, co-workers, and family members. 
Our goal and heart’s desire is to give everyone an opportunity to respond to God’s love in Christ.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
"Is Jesus really the only way to God?"

"If he is, how is God going to deal with those who've never heard of him?  Do they have any hope?"
These are important questions—let's see how the Bible answers them...

Read 2 Peter 1:1-4
• To whom did Peter write this letter (v. 1)?
• What becomes multiplied to people who grow in knowledge of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ (v. 2)?
• According to v. 3, what does "the true knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence" result in?
• According to v. 4, what do God's promises enable us to partake in, what do they enable us to escape from?

Read 2 Peter 1:16-21
• What does Peter claim about the message that he made known to people (v. 16)?
• In v. 17-18 Peter refers to an experience he had, and in v. 19 says that this experience helps us be confident that it's all true.

This event is described in Matthew 16:27—17:13.  What was this experience?
• Although there are many religious books around which claim to be true, what does Peter claim is the source of Scripture (v. 20-21)?

Read 2 Peter 2:1-3 
• Although Peter proved the truth of his message with visions of God's glory (1:17-19), what type of prophets and teachers does he 

mention in 2 Peter 2:1?  What does he say will happen to them (v. 1b and 3b)?
• According to v. 3, what is their motive for spreading these false religious views?
• Besides greed (v. 3), according to v. 2 what other character flaw usually characterizes false teachers?

Read 2 Peter 2:4-10a 
• Notice from v. 3b, that the judgment and destruction of these false teachers appears to be an idle threat, God appears to be alseep! 

Circle the word "if" in v. 4, 6, and 7.  Circle the word "then" in v. 9.    What do "if—then" statements reveal?
What are the two things God promises to do in v. 9?
When does the punishment of the unrighteous occur (v. 9c)?

Read 2 Peter 2:10b-19 
• From the following verses, list all of the character traits and actions of false teachers:

v. 10b 
v. 12 
v. 13 
v. 14 
v. 17 
v. 18 
v. 19 

Question: Given these character traits, what would you expect these false teachers to say about God and his judgment which appears 
to be an "idle threat" and "alseep" (2 Peter 2:3b)?  Read 2 Peter 3:3-4.  What do they indeed say?

Read 2 Peter 3:8-18 
• According to v. 9, why does God delay in fulfilling his promise to judge and destroy the wicked?  

Who benefits from God's delay?  
Can you imagine a more generous, gracious, kind God than ours?!  He delays judgment so more scoffers can be saved—and by 
doing so he opens himself up to derision ("Where is the promise of his coming...nothing ever changes!" v. 3-4).  Worship your God!

• Notice from 2:7-8 who does not benefit from God's delayed judgment.
Notice from 3:17-18 what we must do in this time of grace, while God allows wickedness to flourish unpunished.  Are you doing that?

• If tolerance is our society's “supreme value”, is society willing to tolerate evangelical Christianity?   Why or why not?   2 Cor 4:3-4 

• Our culture has moved away from “absolute truth”; what is “good” today, was not 30 years ago.  What does Judges 20:25 say about that?

• Read John 3:19-20.  Why does redefining “good” make people “feel” better? 

• Read Isaiah 55:8-9.  How good are we at defining what is “fair”? Is what is “fair” today the same as what was “fair” yesterday?

• Read John 5:30.   Is God just?

• Read Revelation 3:20.  Is God pursuing mankind?

• Read Romans 1:22-25.   How does God look on false religions?

• Read Acts 17:23-24.   How did Paul deal with false Gods?    What would today's "politically correct" culture say about him?

• Can the gospel be politically correct?   If not, what can and should we do?


