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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion

Application-Challenge
• Invite a neighbor, friend, or co-worker to join you for church this holiday season.

Urge those who are hurting to take advantage of TCC’s free biblical counseling.

• Each day this week pray for boldness and clarity in representing Christ.

• Write a draft of your personal “FaithStory” and ask a friend to edit it for you.

• Ask a neighbor, friend, co-worker, or family member: “At church we’re learning 
how to explain the essentials of Christianity in a simple, straightforward way, 
and I have the assignment of getting someone’s opinion of this presentation.
Would you be willing to give me your thoughts?  It takes about fifteen minutes.”

The Church Has Left The Building
Part 4: Be Bold and Clear

• According to the following verses, what are some motives for evangelism?
John 15:8
Matthew 4:19 and John 15:16
1 John 5:11-12 and Colossians 1:6
2 Corinthians 5:14, 20

Which one of those motives do you find most compelling—and why?

• Pair up and interview your partner, using the content from “How to Write Your Five Minute ‘FaithStory’” 
found inside this week’s Talking Points, Walking Points.  Turn the bullet points listed under the 
heading “Now, grab pencil and paper”.  Ask your partner, “Before you received Christ, what were 
some of your attitudes, needs, or problems?”  Answer very briefly—in only one to two minutes— 
before turning the next bullet point into a question.   After fifteen minutes, reverse roles.

• Change partners and pair up to role play sharing the booklet, Would You Like to Know God Personally?
“Person number 1” begins by asking the question in the final Application-Challenge (below), and 
then reads pages 1-8, with “Person number 2” responding to the questions.  Then, change roles and 
“Person number 2” reads page 9 through the content on the back cover.  (Respond to the questions 
as an interested, open, responsive non-believer likely would.)  Then, discuss what you experienced.

• If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”, 
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon?  

Explain it in plain language anyone could understand.



Talking To God About This Week’s Message

“Heavenly Father, today I want to be a ‘doer’ of the Word, and not just a ‘hearer’.  Amen.”

Sermon Summary
We’ve been looking at Scripture’s “Great Commandments” and “Great Commission”.  The Great 
Commandments of Scripture are that we love God and others.  The Great Commission is that we share 
God’s love with others around the globe.  Jesus linked love, outreach, and prayer (Luke 10:2).

What happens next is informative: Jesus told his followers to pray for laborers—and then in the very next 
verse he sent them out to be  those laborers!  God wants to use us as part of the answer to our own 
prayers (Luke 19:10 & John 20:21; 2 Thessalonians 3:1).  And we’re to be bold and clear in our witness 
(Ephesians 6:20 & Colossians 4:4).  Clarity is a skill, but boldness is a choice.

Boldness is the biblical manner in which God wants the gospel to be shared.  Boldness isn’t the same thing 
as being obnoxious.  Boldness can be very gentle and kind. It’s not mean or pushy; it’s just convinced—
convinced that people need salvation, convinced that God loves the lost, and that Christ is the only way.  
Love is critical to biblical boldness. It is love for Christ, who died to make salvation available, and love for 
the lost, who are perishing, which compels us to boldly speak up.  

Not everyone, of course, will welcome our message (2 Corinthians 2:15-16; Acts 13:48).  Wanting to 
be liked and embraced by others stifles biblical boldness.  Yet, knowing that the gospel message has 
inherent power gives us boldness and confidence to share it (Romans 1:16).  One of the keys to biblical 
boldness is seen here in Acts: “be with Jesus” on a daily basis (Acts 4:13).  Another thing that helps us 
be bold is knowing what to say when we have opportunity to share the gospel. 

Being prepared with what to say enhances both clarity and boldness (1 Peter 3:15).  Today’s Talking 
Points, Walking Points include instructions on how to share your faith effectively using the booklet, “Would 
You Like to Know God Personally?”   There is specific content of the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:3-6) and 
this booklet helps you share it.  There are other benefits of this booklet: it speaks even when you’re not 
present.  It helps you stay on track and call for a decision.

Your personal “testimony” also is powerful.  A witness gives testimony of something he’s experienced 
first-hand. Today’s Talking Points, Walking Points also 
contain instructions on “How to Write Your Five-
Minute ‘FaithStory’.”  You can learn how to tell 
others about Christ, with boldness and clarity.



How To Share Your Faith Effectively, Using the Booklet, “Would You Like to Know God Personally?”

Advantages of using the booklet, Would You Like to Know God Personally? include:

• It contains the truths of the gospel.

• It can be used to open the conversation.

• It begins with a positive note: "God loves you." (page 2) 

• It presents the claims of Christ clearly. 

• It includes an invitation to receive Christ. 

• It offers suggestions for growth. 

• It emphasizes the importance of the church. 

• It enables you to stay on the subject.

• It makes it possible to be brief. 

How to effectively introduce the booklet:

• [Holding the booklet out, ask:]  "Would you help me by giving me your opinion of this booklet?" 

• "I have been a Christian for years but I have just recently found a way 

to express my faith that really makes sense.   May share it with you?"

How to present gospel using the booklet, Would You Like to Know God Personally?

• Simply read the booklet aloud, praying for God to express his love through you.  

• Hold the booklet so both of you can see it, and point to the text with a pen as you read along.

• Make it a dialogue—ask all of the questions included in the booklet (and allow them to respond!).  

Also ask the individual to read verses, explain diagrams, etc.   Stop and ask, "Is this making sense?" 

• Be sensitive to the individual's interest level.

• When questions arise (especially questions which would change the subject), explain that most questions are

answered as you go through the booklet.   You can add: "That's a good question.  Let's talk about it after we

have finished going through it." 

How to encourage a person to receive Christ:

• Do not hesitate to provide a specific opportunity for the person to receive Christ. 

• After presenting the fourth point, be sure to ask the questions at the bottom of page 9. 

• Explain how one can receive Christ through prayer (page 10).

• Read the prayer aloud (page 10), then ask, "Does this prayer express the desire of your heart?"

• Say, "If it does, you may wish to pray this prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He promised."

(Pause at this time for prayer. Make sure that the person can see the prayer to read it.) 

• Ask, "Would you like to repeat the prayer after me as I read it?" 

• If the person wishes to pray silently, ask him simply to close his prayer with an audible "Amen". 

• If the person is not yet ready to trust Christ, simply tell him that one day you believe he will want to and you

would like to make sure that he knows how to do so. Then ask him to explain how one receives Christ. 

Helping those who receive Christ to gain assurance of salvation:

• Ask the questions on page 11, and wait for their responses.  If they are unclear, review whichever parts need

clarification.  If and when they are clear about receiving Christ, then continue reading the rest of page 11.

• Explain the importance of not depending upon feelings (page 12). 

• Explain the diagram and review the bullet points on page 13.

• Continue reading through pages 14-15, allowing him to respond to the questions asked, and to express his

gratitude to God in prayer.

• Arrange to meet again as soon as possible, preferably within 48 hours . 

If personal follow-up is impossible, make sure you establish continuing follow-up by mail. 

• Emphasize the importance of the church and Christian fellowship (back cover).



How To Write Your Five Minute “FaithStory”

You can write an attractive, winsome, five minute story of your faith journey—your “FaithStory”—and learn how to share the

story of your faith in a way which will see results. Preparing your FaithStory begins with telling the story of what your life was

like before you received Christ. It is not necessary to go into extreme detail. Effective communication is usually concrete, clear,
brief, and to-the-point.  Your FaithStory will take no more than three to five minutes to tell.

Guidelines for Writing Your FaithStory

Don’t: 

• Make statements which reflect negatively on any church, organization, or person. 

• Don’t mention denominations or church names—keep the focus on Jesus. 

• Don’t speak or write in a preachy manner.  The purpose of a FaithStory is simply to tell your story.

• Don’t use vague terms like “joyful”, “peace”, or “changed”, or religious terms like “saved”, “sin”, or “convicted” 
without explaining what they mean in everyday language or giving a real example from your life.

Do: 

• Ask God for wisdom.   Be realistic, don’t exaggerate.

• Begin with an attention-getting sentence or incident. 

• Be positive, accurate, and specific—details arouse interest. 

• Use a Bible verse which directly relates to your experience, but don’t give detailed verse references 
(such as “1 John 5:11-13 says...”).   Instead simply say, “One of Jesus’ followers said...” 

• W rite things as you would say them. 

• End with a logical conclusion.

Now, grab pencil and paper:

• My attitudes, needs, and problems before I received Christ were...

• My life revolved around (I gained happiness and security from)...  Give a simple example.

• How did this disappoint you? (How was it unfulfilling? How did you realize it?)

• W hen and how did you realize or become convinced that your sin caused a problem between you and a holy God?

• W hen and how did you first hear about Christ?

• W hat were your struggles with the idea of receiving Christ as Savior?

• W hat happened when you received Christ and how/why did your attitudes begin to change?

• W hat happened after you received Christ?

• How did your life change? W hen and how did you begin to notice change?

• How are you differently motivated now?

• Is there one verse from the Bible which powerfully relates to or illustrates your story?

Final checklist:

• Does it read like a story?

• Is it disjointed?   Does it make sense?

• Can you read it aloud in three to five minutes?

• Have you exaggerated anything?

• Did you give God credit for the changes in your life?


