
• Read 1 John 4:19.  What principle(s) do you see in this verse that apply to the topic of compassion?

• The gospels mention several times that Jesus had compassion.  What do you learn from...
Matthew 14:14 
Matthew 15:32   
Matthew 20:32-34 
Luke 15:20.
Mark 6:34 
Mark 14:14

• How might a lack of compassion and empathy affect our effort to share Christ with others?  

• Do you think that empathy and compassion are rare commodities today?  Why or why not?  

• Empathy comes with a price.  Those who are empathetic get emotionally involved in the lives of 
other people.  Why might we be motivated to pay such a price? 

• Can you think of a situation in which empathy and compassion changed a situation?  Can you share 
what happened?  

• What do you find helpful about the following description?  Empathy is:
     “Seeing with the eyes of another, hearing with the ears of another, feeling with the heart of another.”

• What have you discovered that helps you have a heart of empathy and a perspective of compassion?  

• In what ways should compassion and empathy influence the way you share the message of the 
gospel?   the frequency in which you share the gospel?  
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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Reflection or Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

The Church Has Left The Building
Part 3: The Heart of the Evangelist

Talk To God About This Week’s Message

“Heavenly Father, please help me be a ‘doer’ of the Word, and not just a ‘hearer’.  Amen.”



Sermon Summary
Matthew 9:18-38
 
Empathy is powerful.  Principle:  Scarcity increases value.  Empathy/Compassion is hard to find.   

Believers are prepared by God to enter into the emotional world of empathy.
We love it when we emotionally resonant with others.  
Sometimes it comes naturally.  Sometimes it is a choice 

We can make the choice to draw near.  We can connect.  We can choose to see the need.  Jesus did.  

God has chosen to connect with us – Psalm 56:8 

God commands us to connect.   He even commands us to have emotions!    Romans 12:15 

Big Idea:  Evangelists seek to create a connection with their audience that would have been missed if 
they made other choices. 

Why do we make these choices?  For the love of God.  For the love of man.  Because we follow Jesus.

Empathy is: Seeing with the eyes of another
  Hearing with the ears of another
  Feeling with the heart of another. 

Back to Matthew 9...    Jesus saw the synagogue official
He recognized the pain of the woman
He heard the cry for mercy
He reached out to the demon possessed. 
He looked upon the crowd and had compassion.  And acted accordingly.

The heart of evangelist connects with empathy as we connect with people.  
 We actually  See them through the eyes of another – God’s eyes
             We feel for them with the heart of another – God’s heart
             And we hear their stories through the ears of another – God’s heart

And as we do so, the Holy Spirit works in us and we find compassion.  We express compassion.  
We connect, we learn to resonant which often is one component that God uses to lead them to Jesus.  

Love and compassion are driving forces in the heart of the evangelist.  Effectively sharing our faith will 
involve having compassion for others as Jesus did. Love and compassion help us deeply connect with 
people, and in the midst of strong connection the message of the gospel flows well.  In a step of Faith, we 
are going to trust God to enable us to see with another person’s eyes, in order that we will have empathy 
and compassion, which will lead us to talk about Jesus more often.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

As those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience;  bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave 
you, so also should you.  Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.      Colossians 3:12-14

• Read Mark 5:21-24

What "feel" does the scene in v. 21 have?  calm?   quiet?   disorganized?   loud?

How important is Jairus (v. 22)?    What posture did he take before Jesus?   What does that suggest to you?

How do you envision Jairus' request (v. 23)?  Imagine all this taking place with "a great multitude" closing in.

What do you think Jairus was feeling in v. 23?     In v. 24?    What was Jairus' expectation at this point?

• Read Mark 5:25-34

What do you think Jairus was feeling now—with this delay?  (How close to death was his daughter?  see v. 23)

How long do you think that the events of v. 25-29 took?

This healing took just a moment—what do you imagine Jairus thought when Jesus stopped to talk (v. 30-34)?

Why do you think it's hard for us to think of what's compassionate towards others when we desperately need compassion ourselves?

• Read Mark 5:35-43

What was Jairus likely feeling in v. 35?

What was he likely feeling in v. 36?

In v. 23, did Jairus believe?   In v. 36 do you think he believed?

What do you think Jairus likely felt and thought in v. 39-40a?

How old was Jairus' daughter (v. 42)?   How long had the woman been hemorrhaging (v. 25)?

Compare and contrast the previous twelve years in those two households (don't forget v. 26).

Why do you think Jesus didn't say, "Lady, I'm sorry you've been struggling with this for twelve years—but it won't kill you to wait a little 

longer!  I've got a crisis situation over there I need to take care of immediately."

Why do you think Jesus subjected Jairus' to the additional pain of waiting for help, while he attended to this woman?  Was it loving?

• Who do you know who has a chronic problem that needs compassion?

What can you learn from Jesus' approach to this chronic problem which can help you show compassion?

• Who do you know who has a crisis situation that needs compassion?

What can you learn from Jesus' approach to this crisis situation which can help you show compassion?

Need hope and help?
For free biblical counseling, write to

Counseling@tcc.org


