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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Application-Challenge
• Make whatever changes you must in order to give Jesus first place in your loyalty and devotion.
• Whom have I failed to love?  Take tangible steps this week to love them better.
• Evaluate your life for specific evidences of spiritual fruitfulness.
• What areas of my life might God want to prune, so that I can bear more fruit for him?
• Am I willing to live under the authority of God’s Word?  What stands in the way?

The Church Has Left The Building
Part 2: The Marks of a Disciple

• Rate yourself on each of the four “marks of being a disciple”. and give an example

(1)   How does your devotion to Christ compare to your devotion to ther things?  Is it “supreme”?

(2)   How “sacrificial” is your love for others?    Do you love even when it’s costly?

(3)   How much spiritual fruit do you see in your life?  Is your branch barren or bursting?

(4)   How often do you study biblical truth?  Is your obedience to it a foregone conclusion?

What can you do to increase your score on the “mark” for which you scored lowest?

• Pastor Doug referred to the confidence that Jeremiah 32:17 gives us when doing God’s work.
How confident do you feel about your prospects for becoming an “extraordinary follower of Christ”?

What can you do to grow in your confidence that you will become a fully-formed disciple of Christ?

• If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”, 
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon?  

Explain it in plain language anyone could understand.



Talk To God About This Week’s Message

“Heavenly Father, please help me be a ‘doer’ of the Word, and not just a ‘hearer’.  Amen.”

Sermon Summary
At Triangle Community Church, our mission is not merely to make  Christian converts, but to take the 
next step and “make disciples.” A disciple  is a Christian who has committed himself to learn and grow in 
his  relationship with Jesus Christ.  Jesus gives us four distinguishing marks of a Christian disciple. It is  
important to note that no one will perfectly bear these marks in this life, but  we should all aspire to them.  

The first mark of a disciple is a supreme loyalty to Jesus Christ, as seen in  Luke 14: 25-27. Here, Jesus 
uses a figure of speech called hyperbole, in  which exaggeration is employed to make a point. When 
Jesus speaks of  hating one’s family members, he is not speaking literally. That would  contradict all 
that he stands for. Rather, Jesus is saying that our love for our  family should seem like hatred when 
compared to our love for and devotion  to him.  The idea here is that a disciple can only have only one 
supreme loyalty, and  that must be to Jesus. He alone is worthy of our supreme allegiance.  Devotion 
to all others must take a back seat to him.  

There is a second mark of a disciple, and it brings this first mark into proper  balance. Disciples are to 
demonstrate love for one another (John 13:35).  Jesus is not speaking of love as an emotion; rather, he 
is speaking of agape  love, which is defined as tangible, compassionate, and sacrificial action.  Such 
love involves a commitment to meet others’ needs, even when it may  be personally costly. It means 
considering others as more important than  ourselves.  No one exemplified personal piety and sacrificial 
love more completely than  Jesus, who laid down his life for us as he hung on a rugged Roman cross,  
bearing your sins and mine. Jesus didn’t just talk about love, he  demonstrated it!  2  As Christ’s disciples, 
Jesus commands us to love one another. And because  it is a choice, not an emotion, we can obey it. 
Jesus says, “If you love others  this way, people will know that you are my disciples” (John 13:35).  

Let’s consider yet another mark of a disciple of Christ. We find it in John  chapter 15, verse 8: “My Father 
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit,  and so prove to be my disciples.” According to this verse, 
one proof of true  Christian discipleship is fruit-bearing.  Jesus uses an allegory drawn from horticulture 
to teach a powerful spiritual  truth. Jesus asks his disciples to envision a vineyard, then he reminds them  
that the secret to a bountiful harvest is found the life-giving sap of the vine.  Separate the branch from 
the vine, and it will wither and die.  In the same way, our fruitfulness as Christians is dependent upon 
our  consistent communion with Jesus—our spiritual vine. If we want to be  fruitful, we must maintain an 
unbroken connection with Jesus. We must rely  upon him and obey him.  If we don’t consistently look 
to him for direction and strength, we too will  bear little fruit. But Jesus wants us to be fruitful, and so he 
beckons us to  abide in him.  There is another key to fruitfulness in this passage. It involves divine  pruning. 
Just as a gardener prunes his vines to maximize their fruitfulness,  so God the Father prunes away those 
things in our lives which hinder us  from being all that he desires.  Quite often, that pruning process is 
painful. It may involve divine discipline  (Hebrews 12:7-11). Whether or not we benefit from this pruning 
process is  up to us. Will we respond with trust and obedience, or will we fight him  every step of the way?  

The fourth mark of a disciple is a commitment to Biblical truth. A true  follower of Christ isn’t still debating 
the authority of God’s Word in his life.  For him, God has spoken, and he has caused those words to be 
recorded in  the Bible. When confronted with Biblical teaching, his question is not “Will I obey it?” but 
“What will my obedience look like?”  You will never know that God’s Word is true—that it reflects reality—
and you will never experience the liberation that God’s Word can bring, until you commit yourself to 
obey it.  And that is one of the marks of a disciple: a life marked by obedience to the teachings of Christ. 
Through that obedience, a disciple can experientially testify to the transforming power of the Word of God.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Special thanks to Eddie Morgan for this week's "Digging Deeper" segment.

The cost of discipleship  is the foolishness, shame, reproach and disgrace of the cross of Christ:
"The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! 

But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God." (1 Corinthians 1:18)

Read Luke 9:18-25
According to v. 18, with whom is Jesus speaking in this passage?

Then, in v. 23, he speaks the following words to "them all"—all of those who already identified as his committed disciples (ie, not the 

crowd).  It's like speaking to students who already are in a Ph.D. mathematics program and saying to them: "If any of you wish to make 

it in mathematics you'll have to..."  How is this different from saying the same thing to folks in Math 101 (ie, the crowd)?

Do you wish to follow after Jesus?

How much do you wish to follow after Jesus?  Is it enough to meet his standards?  If so, you must:

1.   deny yourself
Look up the word "deny" at <dictionary. com> (definition 5) and at <thesaurus.com>.  What do you learn?

What specifically are we to deny?  

How does "saying 'no' to self" differ from denying yourself something (such as chocolate, video games, alcohol, etc.)?

2.   take up your cross daily
What did Jesus' cross do to him?

What will your cross do to you?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:31 for Paul's experience.  What would that look like in your life?

3.   follow Christ
Read 1 Peter 2:19-21.  What kind of a life will "following Christ" lead to?

Read Luke 14:25-27
Two things disqualify us from being Christ's disciple (v. 26 & 27 each end with "...cannot be my disciple").    What are they?

Tell about a time when your father, mother, spouse, children, siblings—or even yourself—wanted something from you which dishonored Christ.

What did you do?   Whom did you choose?   Were you a disciple in that event?

Tell about a time when honoring Christ required that you embrace something which "put to death the deeds of your body" (Romans 8:13b)?

What did you do?   Whom did you choose—yourself or Christ?   Were you a disciple in that event?

Refer to the sermon summary for the following questions:
• How open are you to God’s direction?    Read James 1:1      Are you a bond servant?    How do you know?

• Why do you think we often try to do God’s work, but by our own abilities?

• Read Romans 12:1-3, 16.   What are some of the negative consequences of using our own power?

• What happens when we try to obey the Great Commandment and the Great Commission under our own power?

• Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a.  Whom do you find "hard to love"?

Does Jesus find that person hard to love?   

How can you draw on Jesus' strength to love them?

• Read Romans 15:14.  Has anyone, out of a good heart and love for you, ever admonished you?  Describe it.

Have you ever, as an act of love, admonished someone?  Was it difficult?  Was your love accepted?

• Read James 2:15-18.  How good is TCC at meeting the needs of our less fortunate brothers?

Are you growing in that area?  Describe various "points along your journey to generosity".

• Read James 4:11-12.  Look up the word "judge" at <dictionary.com> (definitions 8 & 10).  

We all hate to be judged—but according to the dictionary definition, how often do you judge other believers?

Regarding what sorts of issues do you judge believers?   What should you do about that?

• Decide 1-3 concrete actions you will take to love others better.

• Read Galatians 5:22-23.   Which of those spiritual fruit do you see increasing in your life?  Which ones aren't?

• Read Peter 1:3.  What more do you need for a fruitful Christian life?

• John 15:2 speaks of God "pruning us so that we will bear more fruit".   Google "pruning a grape vine".  What do you learn?

What is being pruned away?   Is it diseased growth or healthy growth?   What does this tell you?

What do you think "pruning" in the Christian life looks like?  What is removed?  What results?

Describe a time when God pruned you.  How did it feel?   Did you understand what was going on at the time?  What resulted?


