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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Application-Challenge
• Commit yourself to Jesus Christ; trusting him as Savior and submitting to him as Lord.
• Personally adopt TCC’s mission Statement as your own: 

              Transforming ordinary people into extraordinary followers of Christ. 

Out of the Church and Into the World
Part 1: Two Great Commitments

• Why is love universally admired and desired—yet rarely extended to those with whom we disagree?

Read Luke 6:32-35.  Does God find it hard to love some types of people?   Do you?   Why is that?

What solution does 1 John 4:7-11 give us for loving difficult people?

How have you seen the Great Commandment lived-out in the life of TCC?

How have you seen a lack of love in the life of TCC?   What can we do to change that?

What might God do at TCC if each one of us determined this year to love those who don’t love us? 

• In what sense is obedience to the Great Commission a fulfillment of the Great Commandment?

Why do we often think that it’s unloving to tell someone that only Jesus can save them from hell?

• Have you ever led someone to saving faith in Christ?  If so, tell us about it.

If not, what do you think is the main impediment?   How can your church help you with that?

• If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”, 
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon?  

Explain it in plain language anyone could understand.



Talking To God About This Week’s Message

“Heavenly Father, please help me be a ‘doer’ of the Word, and not just a ‘hearer’.  Amen.”

Sermon Summary
As Triangle Community Church prepares to begin our 25th year of ministry, let’s reflect on our purpose: 
to transform ordinary people into extraordinary followers of Christ. This purpose is strengthened and 
directed by two great Biblical commitments: the Great Commandment and to the Great Commission.  

The Great Commandment   Each of us needs to commit ourselves to abide by the Great Commandment 
as found in Matthew 22:36-40: 1. Love God, and 2. Love others as you love yourself. Human beings 
were created in God’s image, and the Bible tells us that God is love (1 John 4:7-11). We were created 
to love others with a faithful, self-sacrificing love.  None of us can love this way on our own, at least not 
consistently. That is why John said, “Love is from God, and everyone who loves (with agape love) is 
born of God and loves God.” As you yield to the Holy Spirit, he is pleased to produce this kind of agape 
love in your life. But you must determine to allow the Spirit of God to control you (Galatians 5:16-25). 
Our impact as individuals and as a church could be so much greater if we learned to love others as God 
loves us, sacrificially. 

The Great Commission   The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) involves two primary components: 
1. The intentional pursuit of those who don’t yet know Christ (evangelism), and 2. Teaching others to 
obey all that Jesus taught (discipleship). 

Evangelism  The Christian church is merely an extension in the world of what Jesus would do if he 
were here bodily. In his earthly ministry, Jesus pursued lost people (Luke 19:10). He wanted them to 
know God’s love and forgiveness. If we are to love as Jesus loved, we must follow Jesus’ example in 
reaching out to those who don’t yet know Christ.  Every generation of Christians is tasked with reaching 
succeeding generations. These are people for whom Christ died. These are people who God deeply 
loves and who he wants to bring into his spiritual family.   God only has one plan to reach them. That is 
us. There is no plan B. And each of us plays a role in that plan. It is no accident who you work with, who 
you live by, who you are related to. God has uniquely placed you where you and he wants you to build 
redemptive relationships with those who are in your circle of influence. You might be the only Christian 
they know, or at least the only Christian who cares enough about them to share the gospel with them. 

Discipleship  In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to make disciples, not just converts. What is the difference 
between a convert and a disciple?  A convert is someone who has placed his trust in Jesus Christ as 
his sin-bearer. As a result, he is forgiven, and his eternal home in Heaven is secure. But according to 
Matthew 28, being a disciple involves a higher level of commitment.  A disciple is a baptized Christian 
who is growing in his/her obedience to Jesus Christ.  The first step in discipleship is submitting to Biblical 
baptism. But baptism is just the beginning.  A disciple is a learner. It is someone who is intentionally 
learning what it means to follow and obey God’s will for her life. Learning doesn’t happen by accident. 
It requires a commitment to expose yourself to Biblical teaching and to other godly people who are 
seeking to live out and model Jesus’ priorities. Here at TCC, there are no shortage of learning and 
service opportunities. Take advantage of them. Each week, we advertise discipleship opportunities 
designed to help you grow in your faith.  Many of you have good intentions about getting serious about 
your faith “someday.” Let this be the year where you act on those good intentions. TCC is a good-sized 
church. We have incredible potential, but much of is still unrealized.  We can do much greater things for 
God. Our impact can be much more extensive. With our culture crumbling before us, and the signs of 
Christ’s return more vivid, the time to act is now. But we must all get on board and be of one mind and 
purpose in following Christ in discipleship. 



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Special thanks to Eddie Morgan for this week's "Digging Deeper" segment.

TCC was founded on a Great Commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.
God has blessed us, and we've grow from four to over a thousand—but past success does not guarantee future success. 

As TCC enters it's twenty-fifth year, will we continue to be a movement—or simply become a monument?

The Great Commandment

• What we love most fills our thoughts.  Rank the following things according to how much you think about them on an average Tuesday:
[1 = most; 7 = least]  5your spouse    5your children    5your job     5your money     5your hobby    5your God     5yourself
What do you conclude about the "loves" of your life?  
Are you satisfied with the order of your affections?   Why or why not?
What do you think God would say about your loves?  What Bible passages speak to these issues?

• Read Matthew 22:36-38.  What do you think it means to love God with all your heart?   ...all your soul?    ...all your mind?   
What can you do if you're not obeying this?

• Read James 1:17, 1 Corinthians 4:7, and 1 Thessalonians 5:17.
How often do you acknowledge and thank God as the source of all of your blessings?      5Daily?     5Weekly?     5Monthly?
Read Job 1:21.  If you had to choose between God or his blessings, which one would you choose—and why?

• Read John 14:15.  What is the relationship between love and obedience?  How do you see this play out in human relationships?

Read Romans 12:1-2.  How does the command in these verses logically flow from the "therefore" at the beginning of v. 1?

Read Luke 6:46.  Do you call Jesus "Lord"?   How much do you do what he says?   How much do you love him?

• Read Deuteronomy 6:13; Psalm 2:11 & 29:2; 1 Samuel 15:22-23 and 1 John 5:3.
Describe the interrelationship between loving, worshiping, and obeying God.

• Read John 13:34; Romans 12:9-10, I John 4:7 & 20-21 and 5:2.
Describe the interrelationship between loving God and loving our fellow man.

• Read Colossians 3:13 and Romans 12:19.  What does love do?  Give some examples of this from your own life.

• Read Romans 2:1-2 and 14:13.  What doesn't love do?  Give some examples of this from your own life.

The Great Commission

• Read Matthew 28:16-20
What is the first thing that Jesus says to the disciples (v. 18)?  
How much authority does Jesus have?  Over what realm(s) does Jesus' authority extend?
What are the implications of this to your life?
What is the significance of the word "therefore" in v. 19?

[Note: Of all the verbs in the Great Commission ("go", "make disciples", "baptizing", and "teaching"), only one of them—"make 
disciples" —is an actual command.  The other three are participles, which describe how that command is to be accomplished.]
What can you learn about disciple-making from those three participles?

To whom was the Great Commission given (see v. 16)?     To whom was the Great Commission given (see v. 20a)?  

• Read Acts 4:17-33.  
In v. 17-18, what were the disciples commanded not to do?  
Are there any situations in your life (eg, work, school, neighborhood, sports team, club, etc.) in which you're not supposed to evangelize?
What do you do in those situations?  

What was the logic of Peter's reply (v. 19-20)?  Why do you think he replied that way?

Acts 4:24-30 records their prayer meeting.   Notice the the elements—and the order of those elements—of their prayer meeting...
in v. 23 they: _________________________________________________________________________________________
in v. 24 they: _________________________________________________________________________________________
in v. 25-26 they: ______________________________________________________________________________________
in v. 27-28 they: ______________________________________________________________________________________
in v. 29-30 they: ______________________________________________________________________________________

What was the result of their prayer meeting (v. 31-33)?

• Read John 15:18-19 and 1 Corinthians 1:27-31.  What are some common obstacles to sharing the gospel?
How often do you typically share the gospel?    5Daily?     5Weekly?     5Monthly?     5Yearly?     5Other _________________ 
How do you feel about that?

• Read John 15:8 & 16.  Have you ever led someone to saving faith in Christ?  

• Do you know how to share the gospel?  Have you ever been trained?  Would you like to?

...stay tuned!    In three weeks you'll learn how! 


