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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Application-Challenge
• Make prayer a natural part of your day.
• When you feel like throwing in the towel, check your prayer life.
• Be aware of your concepts of God and of yourself.

Jesus’ Parables: “Lessons to Live By”
Part 5: The Persistent Widow

• What factors in our lives do you think tempt Christians to grow weary and lose heart?

Have you ever “lost heart” and quit something important?  If so, how do you reflect on that now?

• Pastor Doug pointed out that Luke 18:1 should be rendered as “it is necessary at all times to pray so 
as not to lose heart”.  Which things are you tempted to do “on auto-pilot”, without prayer?

Read John 15:5.  Is this hyperbole?  Can we literally do nothing without dependance on Jesus?

• Jesus promised that “God will bring about justice quickly” (v. 8), yet v. 3-5 seem to suggest a 
long, wearying process in which we “cry to him day and night” (v. 7).   How do you reconcile this?

What does this tell you about God?      About us?

• Pastor Doug showed that, if we’re willing to accept “no” as an answer, we can conclude that God 
always answers our prayer.   What are some biblical examples of God answering “no” to prayer?

What would it take for you to joyfully accept an answer of “no” from your heavenly Father?

• If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”, 
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon?  

Explain it in plain language anyone could understand.



Sermon Summary
We live in a world that is unfriendly to the life of a disciple. Jesus was aware of this, and he knew 
that his followers would need to be resilient and spiritually tough. Through the parable found in Luke 
18:1-8, Jesus demonstrates that this spiritual resilience is entirely the product of prayer.  Unlike Jesus’ 
other parables, the main lesson of this one is stated upfront: God wants us to pray and not give up (or 
“lose heart,” v. 1). “Losing heart” is a product of the weariness that comes from living in a sinful, hostile 
world. Sometimes we are tempted to lose heart because of the injustice we see all around us. We are 
tempted to throw in the towel when we are mistreated or misunderstood. We grow weary when we face 
negative circumstances beyond our control.   Prayer is not something that we are permitted to do, or 
something that we ought to do. Prayer is something that we must do if we are to maintain a courageous, 
unwavering faith in a rapidly-deteriorating world. 

This parable takes us into the legal system of Jesus’ day and introduces us to two people at opposite ends 
of the legal spectrum. The judge is the epitome of power. The widow represents the depth of helplessness 
and weakness. She is powerless before an indifferent judge. Her every appeal is met by silence. For a 
period of time, he refused to take up her case. But she is persistent and undeterred. Day after day, she 
shows up to present her case. After all, persistence is her only resource. Finally, one day, the self-serving 
judge acts on her behalf, not because he cares about justice, but because he wants to be left alone. So a 
powerless woman, with no weapon but persistence, receives her rights from an evil judge.

To correctly understand this parable, we need to recognize the Jesus is dealing in contrasts, rather than 
comparisons. God is not like the judge, and we are not like the widow. For example, unlike the judge, 
God doesn’t need to be nagged or manipulated into acting on our behalf. His care for our concerns is 
not generated by wearing him out with our requests. We are unlike the helpless widow, as well. For 
instance, the widow was a stranger to the judge, whereas we are children of God. The widow had no 
advocate, whereas Jesus is our advocate.

In this parable, Jesus is telling us that if an unjust judge can finally be pestered into answering a persistent 
widow’s request, then surely a loving heavenly Father can be trusted to meet our needs.  God is our 
Father, and we are his beloved children. He cares deeply about our welfare (v. 7). In response to prayer, 
God moves into action to meet the needs of his children (v. 8). But what of the prayers that appear to go 
unanswered? In one sense, we can say that God always answers our prayers. Sometimes, the answer 
is “no.” And all the praying in the world won’t cause God to change his mind. He loves us too much to 
give us what he knows to be detrimental to our spiritual development. But sometimes, a delay is not 
to be understood as a refusal. God could be saying “wait.” The timing is not right, or maybe you’re not 
right. God may want to do some things in your life before he grants your request. 

Sometimes, God’s delays serve to purify our requests. As we continue to bring a request to the throne 
of grace, we are forced to rethink the nature of our request and the purpose for which we desire it. It is 
akin to proofreading a manuscript. The more we review it, the more errors we find.  You can be certain 
of this: if God fails to answer your prayer in the manner or timeframe that you see fit, it is not because he 
is disinterested in your plight. God is not like the unjust judge. He is good, loving, kind, and concerned. 

The kind of persevering prayer the Lord commands springs from a life of faith. Faith recognizes God’s 
sovereignty to act in his timing, which may not be synchronized with our own. Persevering prayer 
recognizes that God’s wisdom is higher than our own, and that he may permit circumstances which, 
although unpleasant, will promote a greater good.  At times, life’s demands seem overwhelming. 
Sometimes, it seems as though God doesn’t care. We pray and it seems as if God has turned a deaf ear. 
If you find yourself in such a state of mind, this parable should be of great comfort to you. It assures us 
that God does care. He is concerned, and if he delays in answering your requests, it is because he wants 
to do a greater work in your life.  He wants you to trust him.  In the end, God always brings about justice 
for his chosen ones.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
It's hard to persevere in prayer!   So hard, in fact, that one of Jesus’ disciples asked: “Lord, teach us to pray!” (Luke 11:1).  

This week we'll ask him the same thing...

Monday—Read Hebrews 4:14-16
• According to v. 14, Jesus is “a _______ high priest who has ______ through the heavens, the _____ of ______.”

How do Hebrews 8:1 and 9:24 shed light on his “priestly function”?
• V. 14 says that because Jesus is our great high priest, the Son of God, who ascended to heaven, we should “______  _________ to 

the faith we profess”.  What are the key elements of the “faith you profess”?  
In what situations are you tempted to not hold that faith firmly?  How often do you give into that temptation—and why?

• V. 15 tells us why we should hold fast the faith we profess: “because we do not have a high priest who is unable to ________ with 
our ___________, but we have one who has been tempted in ______ way, just as we are—yet was __________ sin.”
In what ways do these truths help us “hold fast the faith we profess”?  Negate each of the affirmations in v. 15 and see how it changes 
things (he wasn’t tempted in all ways; or, when tempted, he did sin).  How would that Jesus not be able to help?

• According to v. 16, because Jesus is sympathetic, we should “_____________ the throne of grace with ______________, so that we 
may _________ mercy and _______ grace to help us in our time of need.”  We approach God through prayer.  
Name several attitudes we should have when approaching him.  How can you develop those attitudes?

Tuesday—Read John 16:24
• According to this verse, what is prayer?  In whose name do we pray?  What results from prayer?
• Read Matthew 7:9-11.  Is “no” an answer to a prayer?  How often do you tell your children “no” when they ask for things?
• Read Luke 1:5-7.  Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were described as: “___________ in the sight of God, observing ____ the Lord’s 

commandments and regulations _______________. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was __________; and they were both 
______  _______ in years.”  Do they sound like the sorts of folks who ought to get “yes” answers in prayer?   But did they? 
Now read Luke 1:13.  So, did they get a “yes” answer to their prayers?  What do you learn from this?

Wednesday—Read Luke 18:1-8
• According to v. 1, what are the two reasons why Jesus told this parable?
• The words “just”, “unjust”, and “justice” occur five times in this parable.  Mark each one.  What do you learn about God’s justice?
• In what ways is God similar to the unjust judge?  In what ways is he unlike the unjust judge?  What do you learn from this?
• Have you ever heard that true faith prays once and then claims its answer?  According to v. 7-8, what does faith look like?
• According to v. 8, what does Jesus wonder?

When Christ returns, what will you have to do so that he will he find faith...in you?  
We all sometimes “give up” and “stop praying” (v. 1)—what did you learn from Jesus’ parable that can help you persevere?

Thursday—”Hindrances” to prayer...
• According to the following verses, what are some conditions for receiving answers to our prayers? 

5 John 15:7
5 1 John 5:14-15
5 James 4:1-3
5 Psalm 66:18
5 1 Peter 3:7
5 Luke 18:1

• Which of those hindrances to prayer are a struggle for you?  Put a “ P“  in each 5 that is true of you.
• Read 1 John 5:14-15. Obviously, it is “according to God’s will” that you grow in that area—so why not pray about it (in faith)?!
• Keep on praying about it (Luke 18:1, 7-8).  And now, by God’s power, obey him in that area.

Friday—What should we pray about?
• According to Matthew 6:11, is it OK to pray for our physical needs?
• But many people seem to pray almost exclusively for physical needs.  Why do you think that is?  Is that true of you?
• What topics/issues do you see being prayed for in the following prayers?

Ephesians 1:15-19a
Ephesians 3:14-19
Colossians 1:3-14
Philippians 1:9-11
1Thessalonians 5:23-24
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

• If you really want to grow in your prayer life, consider reading D. A. Carson’s book: A Call to Spiritual Reformation: Priorities from Paul 
and His Prayers (available at Amazon.com).  Carson is one of the best biblical scholars alive today.

Saturday—Read Jesus’ prayer for you—John 17:1-26
• What were the first requests out of Jesus’ lips (v. 1-5)?
• Why do you think Jesus was so preoccupied with the Father’s glory?  
• According to v. 6-9 and v. 20, for whom does Jesus pray?  According to v. 9, for whom does he not pray?
• What does Jesus ask for in v. 11?  

According to v. 12, who had been accomplishing that function?  According to v. 12b, how did Jesus do at that task?
How well do you think the Father will now do at that task?  (See John 6:37-40.)  Why not take a moment and thank him?

• According to v. 13, what does Jesus want for us?  Do you have it?  (According to John 15:10-11, what’s our role in this?)
• According to v. 15, 17, and 21, what else does Jesus want for us?
• Summarize what you’ve learned from today and Friday about the issues which should most fill our prayers.


