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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Application-Challenge
• Assure your eternal destiny by placing your trust in Christ. 

• Reach out to your unchurched friends and family members.

• Demonstrate Christian love by sharing some of your abundance with those in need. 

Jesus’ Parables: “Lessons to Live By”
Part 4: The Rich Man and Lazarus

• Read Luke 16:19-21.    Which man do you think most people thought was more fortunate?  
                                     Which man do you think thought that he was more fortunate?

                                           Why do you think that?

• Read Psalm 145:17.  Is hell compatible with the love of God?  Support your answer biblically.

What would we have to conclude about God if the rich man and Lazarus ended up with the same fate?

• Pastor Doug noted that hell is final and irreversible.  In human society we aim to make the punishment 
“fit” the crime.  Does God?  Why do you think that?

• Read Romans 9:1-3.  What was Paul’s response to the fact that most Jews rejected Jesus?
Read Matthew 23:37-38.  What was Jesus’ response to the fact that most Jews rejected him?

• Read Luke 16:29-31 and John 12:27-29.
Why do we tend to think that miracles are more convincing than the Scriptures?

In Luke 16:29c, what did Abraham tell unbelievers to do?  
What familiar instruction of Jesus does this remind you of?      (See Matthew 11:15)

What should we say to those who continually 
demand more proof before they’ll believe?



Sermon Summary

Upcoming
10/02 - GriefShare       2:30-4:30PM
10/03 - PointMan Basketball      7-9PM
10/04 - Financial Peace University     6:30-8:30PM
10/04 - TCCWomen Bible Study    9:30-11:30AM & 6-8:30PM
10/04 - Middle School Echo Groups    6:30-8:30PM
10/04 - Parents Book Study - Anger     6:30-8:30PM
10/05 - AWANA        6:30-8PM
10/05 - Financial Peace University     6:30-8:30PM
10/05 - High School Boys Bible Study    5-6:30PM
10/05 - Men’s Bible Study       7-8:30PM
10/07 - High School Girls Bibe Study    4:30-6PM
10/07 - TCCWomen Bible Study (Widows)   7-8:30PM

One of Jesus’ most important lessons on the afterlife is given in the form of a parable, the story of the rich man and Lazarus 
(Luke 16:19-31). In it, he pulls aside the curtain and gives us insight into ultimate reality. He reveals what lies on the other 
side of the grave.  Jesus opens this parable by contrasting two people whose lives could not have been more different—one 
rich, one poor. A more dramatic contrast can hardly be imagined—two men at the opposite poles of affluence and misery. 
Both men were Jews, but the rich man ignored God’s command to care for his poverty-stricken fellow Jew. This rich man 
was storing up treasures on earth, as opposed to heaven.  A superficial evaluation might reveal Lazarus as the loser and 
the rich man as a Scrooge-like tightwad who selfishly ignored the needs of his destitute brother. But there is a deeper 
contrast between these two men. It is not visible to the human eye, and is revealed only after death. It has nothing to do with 
economic status, but centers around their contrasting destinies (vv. 22-23). 

Lazarus’ death probably came as a surprise to no one. He was a miserable, sickly man. Those Jews listening as Jesus told 
this parable must have been shocked at his eternal destination. You see, conventional Jewish wisdom suggested that misery 
on earth was due to divine disapproval in heaven. On those terms, Lazarus would obviously qualify as a man under God’s 
punishment. Instead, we read that the angels carried him to Abraham’s side.  Among the Jews, Abraham was considered to 
be one of the godliest men who ever lived. To say that Lazarus was reclining at Abraham’s bosom vividly expresses Lazarus’ 
exalted position of honor and intimacy in heaven. This is quite a contrast from Lazarus’ previous estate on earth.

Well, the rich man also dies. Money and luxury cannot follow him past the grave. No angels carry him to heaven, rather he 
finds himself in hell, where he is in torment. Again, quite a contrast from his previous estate.  We are told that the rich man 
made two requests of Abraham: send Lazarus to relieve my thirst (v. 24) and send Lazarus to warn my family (vv. 27-28). It is 
interesting that even in his humbled state, the rich man still sees Lazarus as a servant to meet his needs, whether to quench 
his thirst or to serve as an errand boy to warn his family.  This parable presents us with four principles regarding the afterlife:

Principle 1: Each of us faces one of two possible destinies at death: either we will spend eternity with God in heaven, 
or we’ll spend eternity apart from him in hell. It all depends upon our response to Jesus Christ.  Friends, hell is a real 
place, and you don’t want to go there. Jesus spoke often of eternal judgment. According to the New Testament, hell is the 
immediate destination of all unbelievers—those who reject Christ. Perhaps the most awful thing about hell is that it is final 
and irreversible. The rich man had no hope of escaping hell’s torment. We are told that there is a great chasm fixed between 
heaven and hell so that no one can cross from one to the other. 

Principle 2: God has revealed himself sufficiently through the Bible such that we have no excuse for our unbelief. The rich 
man was in hell because he had failed to respond in faith to the God whom his Old Testament Scriptures revealed. Look 
again at the rich man’s second request of Abraham (vv. 27-31). This is not merely the earnest, compassionate request 
of a man on behalf of his doomed brothers. Implicit in the request is an attack on God himself. God needs to do nothing 
greater than what he has already done in giving men the Scriptures. His word is clear, sufficient, and powerful. The rich 
man’s brothers do not need a message from the grave. They need to respond the message God has already sent them in 
the Scriptures, to which they have ready access.  And people who are not changed by Scripture will not be changed by a 
miracle. That is why Abraham refuses the rich man’s request. It’s not because he doesn’t care for the fate of the rich man’s 
brothers, but because the request is futile. 

Principle 3: We need to share Christ with our friends and family members while we still have the opportunity. After they 
checked out of this world, neither Lazarus nor the rich man had the opportunity to warn others of the awesomeness of 
heaven or the awfulness of hell. Most of us die unexpectedly. At death, whether yours or theirs, your opportunity to share 
with friends or family what God has done in Christ on their behalf is lost. 

Principle 4: We must not neglect those in need, when it is within our ability to help. The rich man failed in his obligation 
to reach out to his poor countryman. The Old Testament was clear on this point (Deuteronomy 15:7-8). We have a biblical 
obligation to help those who are in need. In fact, one of the Biblical reasons for working is so that we can have something 
to share with those in need (Ephesians 4:28). 

Be generous with the resources God has entrusted to you. 
We are not meant to be storehouses, but conduits of God’s grace.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Special thanks to Eddie Morgan for this week’s “Digging Deeper” section!

The book, “Heaven is for Real”, has sold over 10 million copies, and the movie has grossed over 100 million dollars!
Do you think a book and movie with the title, “Hell is for Real”, would be popular?   Why or why not?

What does this tell us about ourselves?
   

How is hell described in the following passages?

• Matthew 25:30

• Matthew 25:41

• Mark 9:43

• Mark 9:48

• Luke 16:23-24

• Luke 16:28

• Revelation 14:9-11

• Revelation 20:10

Is the purpose of hell to rehabilitate the sinner, or to punish him?    Defend your answer Scripturally.

How should this impact our witnessing?

How long is the punishment of hell?

• Matthew 25:46

• Isaiah 66:48 

Why do you think erroneous concepts of a “temporary” hell (purgatory, second chances, annihilationism) are part of man-made religions?

Read Ezekiel 33:11.  What outcome is God willing to allow to occur?    What does God prefer?

According to Matthew 7:21, what isn't enough for getting into heaven?   Do we have to do something in order to enter heaven?

What light does John 6:28-29 shed on this?

Who was the Lord addressing in Luke 16:14-15?

Read Luke 16:19-31.

• Why will a lot of religious people be surprised when they die?  (See Matthew 7:22-23.)

• Why do you think the Lord allowed Lazarus to suffer on this earth?

• What are some reasons why God's plan for us includes suffering?   

• From the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, what should—and shouldn't—we conclude when we encounter suffering?

• What is our mission on this earth?  Why doesn't God just take us to heaven as soon as we believe?

• How long is our time on this earth compared to eternity?

• How should the irreversible and eternal nature of hell impact our witnessing?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-21.   What is our responsibility in witnessing?

Read 1 Corinthians 3:6-7.   What is the limit of our responsibility (in fact, the limit of our ability!) in witnessing?

Have we failed if the person does not accept Christ?  Why or why not?

Read John 11:43-53.   Why wouldn't miracles performed for the rich man’s brothers have made them believe (Luke 16:30-31)?

Why did the Lord not perform the requested miracle for Herod in Luke 23:8?   Would it have made Herod a believer?

What was the role of the miracles our Lord did perform?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25.  What is stronger than miracles?    (cf. Romans 1:16)

Do you ever look at a lost, dying world, without hope and feel sorry for them?  Why or why not?

Does this ever motivate you to witness?  Why or why not?


