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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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A publication of            , the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Application-Challenge
• Receive God’s forgiveness in Christ.

• Ask the Holy Spirit to show you who and what you need to forgive. 

• Choose to forgive, releasing the person from the debt you think they owe you.  

• Recognize that forgiveness is both an event and a process—and forgiveness is not a feeling.

• Thank God for using each person to deepen your insight into grace and to conform you to Christ.

Jesus’ Parables: “Lessons to Live By”
Part 2:   The Unforgiving Servant

• How well was forgiveness modeled in your family of origin?   How has that influenced you?

• Review the five reasons Pastor Doug gave for why we don’t forgive (see the Sermon Summary).
To what degree has each factor shaped you?  Mark the scales below:
1.  Wanting Revenge
2.  Pride
3.  Self-Pity
4.  Emotional Pain
5.  Not Knowing How

What do you think is the solution to each obstacle to forgiveness?   Are they the same or different?

• Jesus taught that our sins against God are “$12,000,000 debts” while others’ sins against us 
are “$20 debts” (Matthew 18:24, 28).    Why doesn’t it seem that way to us?

What will it take to see our sin against God correctly?     To see others’ sin against us correctly?

• Forgiveness involves cancelling a debt.  But the debt doesn’t just vanish—you bear it!
What are some implications of this truth to the on-going pain we feel when we’ve forgiven someone?   

• Who do you still need to forgive?  
How can we help you with that?
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Sermon Summary
In Matthew 18:21-35, we find a parable that focuses on forgiveness. From it we can glean several 
principles that will enable us to set others, as well as ourselves, free, as we extend forgiveness. In 
this passage, Peter asks Jesus about his obligation to forgive when a “brother” or fellow believer 
wrongs him. Jesus responds, “I tell you, not seven times, but 77 times. Jesus’ point is that we are 
not to place numerical limits on forgiveness.  Jesus teaches that forgiveness is rooted in God’s 
grace and mercy. In this parable, the King represents God, and the first servant represents us. 
The servant owed a debt he could never repay. Justice demanded that this servant, his family, and 
all that he owned be sold and repayment made. Likewise, our sin is so abhorrent and grievous to 
a Holy God that there is absolutely nothing we can do to earn God’s forgiveness. The only hope 
we have is God’s mercy and grace. In Jesus Christ, that is exactly what we have. 

In our parable, the servant needed mercy, not justice. So he begged the king for patience, 
promising to repay the debt. We are told that the king felt compassion on the servant, and in his 
mercy, forgave the debt—all of it!   That is exactly what God has done for us. He forgave a debt we 
could not repay. Now this servant, who has just been forgiven a $12 million dollar debt, goes out 
and finds another servant who owes him the equivalent of $20. When this servant can’t repay, he 
begins to choke him and demand that repayment be made. This poor slave responds just as his 
accuser had earlier. He said, “Have patience with me and I will repay you.” You would think that in 
light of his own encounter with mercy, he would be quick to forgive a debt so small in comparison 
to his own. But no. He was unwilling to forgive the $20 and had his fellow servant imprisoned.  

The king learned about this incident and it angered him. So he summoned the unforgiving 
servant and said, “You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt, because you entreated me. 
Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you? (vv. 
32-33). The implication for us is clear. Our forgiveness of others is rooted in our understanding 
of God’s forgiveness of us (Ephesians 4:32). We are to forgive others just as we have been 
forgiven—graciously, freely, and unconditionally. 

In this parable, sin is likened to a debt owed. In keeping with that analogy, forgiveness is likened 
to a debt canceled. When you forgive someone, you set that person free from any obligation 
to you as a result of a wrong done against you. If you have truly forgiven someone, you don’t 
keep bringing up past offenses. Forgiveness doesn’t mean that you instantly forget the wrong 
perpetrated against you. When the Bible says that God forgets our sins, it simply means that he 
no longer holds our sins against us. In the same way, Biblical forgiveness involves a commitment 
not to hold an offense over the offender’s head. It means we don’t tell others about it. It means 
that we don’t dwell on it personally. 

Forgiveness is never easy, but it is freeing! Forgiveness postponed leads to resentment, anger, 
and bitterness. A person who has an unforgiving spirit is always the real loser. Bitterness will 
destroy you and steal your joy. It inevitably spills over into other relationships, including your 
fellowship with God.  What burden of the past do you need to be freed from? Whose face has 
the Spirit of God flashed across the screen of your mind?  A spouse, a friend, a child?  

Will you extend the same forgiveness 
to him or her that God has extended to you?Upcoming

9/19   Financial Peace University     6:30-8:30pm
9/19   PointMan Basketball      7-9pm
9/20   TCCWomen Bible Study     9:30-11:30am & 6-8:30pm
9/20   Middle School Echo Groups     6:30-8:30pm
9/21   AWANA        6:30-8pm
9/21   TCCWomen Bible Study     6:30-8:15pm
9/21   Financial Peace University     6:30-8:30pm
9/23   TCCWomen Bible Study     7-8:30pm
9/25   Bumper Crop - Grocery Bag Distribution  9:30 & 11:15am



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Special thanks to Eddie Morgan for this week’s “Digging Deeper” section!

Psalm 130:3-4 contain these comforting words:  
 “If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You...”

Ephesians 4:32 contains these challenging words:
 “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.”

Matthew 6:15 contains these terrifying words:
 “But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”

We MUST learn to forgive!

Monday—There are often three elements to a lack of forgiveness.  Judgement, vindictiveness, and (eventually) bitterness.  
• Read Exodus 18:13, 1 Samuel 7:15, Matthew 7:1, and John 7:24.

What type of judging is OK?  What type isn’t OK?  How can we know the difference?
When is judgement legitimate—even good and righteous?

• Read Psalm 98:9 and Hebrews 4:12-13.  How is God’s judgement different from ours?
Relate Hebrews 4:12-13 to John 7:24.

• Read I Kings 3:9-12, Philippians 1:9.   Where do we get the ability to make “good” judgement?
• What is an example of your “good” judgement (discernment)?    What is an example of our flawed judgement?
• Write a brief prayer to God, similar to 1 Kings 3:9, asking him to help you “judge righteously”.

Tuesday—But, not all judgment is righteous...
• Read Matthew 7:1-5.   What characterizes sinful judgement?
• Read Matthew 5:43-45.   What are we commanded to do with wrongs done to us? 
• Read I Samuel 25:32-33.  How can we help each other respond properly to wrongs others have done us?
• Read Romans 12:18-19.  If we do not turn things over to the Lord, what sin are we committing?
• Write a brief prayer to God asking him to help you have a forgiving spirit.

Wednesday— “Vindictiveness—don’t go there!”
• Read Proverbs 20:22 commands us not to do something, to do something, and the reason why.  What are they?
• Read Luke 6:27-36.  What concrete changes must you make?
• Read I Thessalonians 5:15.  What role do we play in helping each other avoid vindictiveness?
• Think about a time when you’ve become vindictive.   Are you still vindictive?   If so, how can you overcome this sin?  
• Write a prayer of repentance.

Thursday—What to do when someone—particularly another Christian—wrongs us.
• Read Matthew 18:21-35.   Is there anyone you need to forgive?    What step will you take today?
• Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-7.  Has a Christian stolen from you or defrauded you in any way?  What should you do next?
• Read I Corinthians 13:4-5.   Has a Christian been unloving to you in some way?
• Read Romans 12:16-18.   Has a Christian disrespected you in any way?
• What role do you think your own ego played in these events?  
• Can you trust that the Lord can take care of these more justly than you?   Why or why not?
• Write a prayer of forgiveness and trust.

Friday—Bitterness is a cancer that eats you from the inside out.  It comes from human viewpoint, as opposed to Divine viewpoint.  
• Read Hebrews 12:14-17.  Write out all the positive (“Do this...”) and negative (“Don’t do this...”) commands in this passage.

What reason/explanation does this passage give for each command.
• Read Hebrews 10:32-34.  What response did these believers have towards hardship.

Could you imagine responding in this way?  Why or why not?                                             If not, what must you change?
• How can we switch to God’s viewpoint when we struggle with the human viewpoint?
• Write a prayer of confession where needed (I John 1:9), and ask God to help you have his viewpoint.

Saturday—Wrap-up:  Bitterness is one of the most destructive sins we commit.   Forgiveness with the help of the Lord, is the cure! 
• What do you think: Is bitterness simply a lack of forgiveness?   Explain.
• Read Hebrews 12:15.  What are the long term effects of bitterness?
• Read James 3:14-16.   What else results from bitterness?  
• Think of a “wrong” you’ve experienced.   Will be significant a year from now?    A decade from now?    In eternity? 
• Read 2 Peter 3:10-12.   How can we “look for and hasten” the Lord’s return?
• Summarize the what you’ve learned about forgiveness, judgment, vindictivness, and bitterness.

Decide one action you must take.


