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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Application-Challenge
• Respond to Jesus while you can. 
• Don’t be surprised at the anti-God rhetoric of our culture. 
• Know that God’s Kingdom plans are not threatened by our rebellion and unbelief.
• God has established Jesus as king of the universe 

and one day be will bring an end to man’s rebellion. 

Psalm 2

• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  
          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Questions for Community Group Discussion

• Read John 15:18-21.   
Who has experienced rejection—mild or severe—due to your connection to Christ?    Tell us about it.

• Read Psalm 2:1-3.  What do you think is the answer to the question posed in v. 1?
Compare this attitude to the one found in Luke 19:12-14.  What similarities do you see?

And now compare Psalm 2:10-12 and Luke 19:27.  Does this image of Jesus surprise you?  Why or why not?

Is God’s willingness to curse (1) less than, (2) equal to, or (3) greater than, his desire to bless (Psalm 2:12)?
Support your answer biblically.

• Pastor Doug noted that “God mocks at rebellion” (Psalm 2:4-6).  How is this a comfort to believers?

Romans 12:19 commands something and promises something.  What are they?
How does the promise serve as the basis of, rationale for, the command?

• Read Philippians 2:5-11.  “Map” the ups and downs of Jesus’ status.   What do you learn?

Philippians 2:5 commands us to have Jesus’ attitude.  Compare this to God’s instruction to us in 1 Peter 5:6.

How is this the opposite of the attitude found in Psalm 2:1-3?

“Tuning Your Life
  to God’s Word”



Sermon Summary
We live in a world that is growing increasingly hostile towards Christianity and its truth claims. Jesus 
predicted just this kind of opposition (John 15:18-20).  Psalm 2 gives us God’s take on how he views 
the refusal of the world’s nations to acknowledge and submit to his divine authority. King David, the 
author of this Psalm, writes that the nations refuse to acknowledge God’s sovereign authority (vv. 
1-3).  This is exactly the situation we find ourselves in today. We live in a world that seeks to leave 
God out. From the very beginning, fallen man rejected God’s reign in favor of self-rule, where we, not 
God, decide what is right and what is wrong, what is moral and what is immoral. In doing so, we have 
rejected God’s wisdom in favor of our own.  In verse three, the Psalmist puts words into the mouths 
of the world’s leaders. “Let us tear their (God and his Anointed One-Jesus) fetters (shackles) apart 
and cast away their cords from us!” Fallen humanity doesn’t want to answer to God; in fact, his ethical 
demands feel like fetters or shackles to us. When it gets right down to it, we don’t want anyone telling 
us what to do. We want to make up our own rules and change them when it suits us.  

Psalm 2 sets before us this prevailing world view. We live in a world that, for the most part, is opposed to 
the God of the Bible. The rulers of the world—the opinion setters of the world, the academicians of the 
world, have rejected God and his wisdom. The official religion of our universities is atheism: the belief 
that there is no God. In the University, God is not just ignored, he is opposed. But God is not threatened 
by our rebellion. God’s rule over the universe is not in jeopardy.  He works all things according to the 
counsel of his will. His kingdom—that is, his sovereign rule on earth—will be established in his time.  
According to the Psalmist, God mocks our rebellion (vv. 4-6). For those of us who have adopted a 
sentimental view of God, these verses may offend us. But this Psalm tells us that God is not threatened 
by our sense of self-importance. He mocks our rebellion and ridicules our flimsy displays of power. The 
truth is, God causes nations to rise and he causes them to fall. He exalts and he humbles.

As verse 6 assures us, God has installed his King. His name is Jesus, and one day, everyone will submit 
to Jesus’ Lordship (vv. 7-9). There are three keynotes to this divine decree:  The legitimacy of Jesus’ 
reign (v. 7): God himself installed Jesus as the rightful king of the earth.   The scope of Jesus’ reign 
(v. 8): God says that He will give the nations as Jesus’ inheritance. In other words, Jesus’ reign will be 
international; it will encompass all the nations of the world. When Jesus returns to set up his kingdom, 
every knee will bow to him.  The force of Jesus’ rule (v. 9): When Jesus returns to set up his kingdom, 
he will not be welcomed with open arms. He will come back to a God-hating, Christ-defying world. The 
Kingdom of God, that is, His worldwide visible rule, will be established, not because the world welcomes 
his reign, but because Christ will impose it by force on rebellious people (Revelation 19:11-16). 

In light of these truths, we need to call on our friends, our family, and our neighbors to respond to Jesus 
while they still can. And that is exactly what the Psalmist does in verses 10-12 of Psalm 2. Church, 
these are sobering verses. In Jesus’ first coming, he came to offer himself to humanity as our Savior. 
But when he comes again, it will be as humanity’s Judge and ruling King.  God takes no pleasure in 
our punishment. We know that it was God’s great love for humanity that moved him to offer his Son as 
a sacrifice for our sin. But if we reject God gracious provision, divine justice demands our punishment. 

And so in these verses God is once again beseeching us to come to our senses, to 
heed this warning of coming judgment and embrace His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.Upcoming

8/07  Connect4         4:30-6pm
8/08   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
8/09   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
8/10   Student Ministry Summer Olympics    6:30-8pm
8/14   Connect4         4:30-6pm
8/14   Night of Worship & Baptism Service    6-7:15pm
8/15   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
8/16   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
8/17   West Jones St. Park Homeless Ministry    11am-1pm
8/17   Student Ministry Summer Olympics    6:30-8pm
8/20   Landscape Work Morning      9am-12pm 
8/21   GriefShare Orientation       2:30-4pm
8/22   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
8/23   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
8/24   Student Ministry Summer Olympics    6:30-8pm
8/26   MS & HS End-of-Summer Cookouts    7-9pm



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Monday—Read Daniel 1

• Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon—the undisputed superpower of the day.  Israel had been conquered by the Babylonians, 

and Daniel and his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego (v. 7), were deported there as young teens.  

• How were Daniel and his friends described in v. 4?

• What do you discern about Daniel’s character from v. 8, 11-13?

• How did Daniel and his friends perform as advisors (v. 17-20).

• Daniel began his service as an advisor under Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (605 BC) and continued in that role through a succession of 

kings until Cyrus (536 BC).  Do the math:  605 - 536 = ______ + 16 (Daniel’s approximate age at the deportation) = _______.

• What do you think it would have been like to serve in the administrations of pagan kings for 70 years?

What does that say about Daniel’s character, discretion, and shrewdness that he lasted that long through decades of intrigue?

Tuesday—Read Daniel 2:1-23

• What did the king ask of his advisors (v. 2-3, 5-6)?

• What was their reaction (v. 4, 7, 10-11)?

• What does v. 14 show about Daniel’s character?

• What do v. 17-18 show about Daniel’s character?

• What do you observe about Daniel’s prayer found in v. 20-23?

• Relate the second line of v. 21 to Psalm 2.

Wednesday—Read Daniel 2:24-35

• What does v. 24 show about Daniel’s character?

• If you knew the dream and it’s meaning, how would you answer the question posed in v. 26?

• What do v. 27, 30 reveal about Daniel’s character?

• From v. 28a we can determine Daniel’s greatest concern.  What was it?

• Draw a picture (a stick figure is OK) of this statue, and label it’s various parts and materials.

• What makes sense to you?  What confuses you?

Thursday—Read Daniel 2:36-45, noting the paragraph titles at v. 36, 39, 40, and 44.

• How would Nebuchadnezzar likely feel about his part of the statue?

• To understand the other parts of the statue, see:  www.gotquestions.org/Nebuchadnezzars-dream.html

• When Daniel interpreted Neb’s dream, only the “head” (Babylonian) portion existed---but which portions now been fulfilled historically?

• The Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman portions of the statue are undisputable.  Interpretations vary about the feet, which 

were a mixture of iron and clay.  But there’s no doubt about the identification of the final kingdom (v. 34-35, 44-45), is there?

• Relate the “stone cut without hands” to Psalm 2.

• Worship your God.

Friday—Let’s explore that “stone cut without hands”...

• Read Psalm 118:22-23.  How is Christ described?

• Read Isaiah 8:14.  How is Christ described?

• Read Isaiah 28:16.  How is Christ described?

• Read Zechariah 3:9.  What does Christ do?

Saturday—Read Daniel 2:46-49

• What was Nebuchadnezzar’s response to Daniel’s feat?

• What response do you have to that “stone cut without hands”?

• When you look about at the political situation in America and around the world, when you think about the rise of militant terrorism, 

what emotions do you have?

• Are the threats of today much different than those of the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, or Roman potentates?

• What would God say to today’s “kings of the earth” (see Psalm 2:6-12)?

• What would God say to your anxious heart (see Psalm 2:6-12)?

• Kingdoms come and go—worship and trust your God!

Psalm 2 contrasts “the kings of the earth” (v. 2) and God’s King—Jesus! (v.6).
The clock, however, is ticking on the treasonous kings of the earth (v. 10-12).
God knows and controls all—as a believer, are you living in that confidence?

The Book of Daniel will help you marvel at God’s sovereign wisdom, control, and power...

Ready to grow and change?
Connect with a personal discipler:

            Counseling@tcc.org


