
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  
          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Questions for Community Group Discussion

TALKINGPOINTS
WALKINGPOINTS

Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Application-Challenge
• Make a covenant with God acknowledging his ownership of 

your possessions and committing yourself to invest them wisely. 

• Develop a savings plan, a giving plan, and a living plan.

Part 3

• Think about the best investment you ever made.  What made it so good?

• List and discuss the marks of every wise investment?

What is the alternative to “investing”?  Which do you do more of?

• What three adjectives do you associate with the idea of “investing in eternity”?

Argue both sides of the following statement:  “It is possible to make an unwise investment in eternity.”  
Explain your points.

• What evidence is there that you are financially shrewd?

• Do you have a “private property” mentality?  Explain.

• Are you aware of any “friends you’ve made for eternity” by giving generously to the ministry of others?  
Tell us about him/her/them.

• What would an honest, unflinching audit of your checkbook reveal?

How do you feel about that?  
What changes should you make this week?



Sermon Summary
Show me the person you honor and respect and I will show you the kind of person you long to become.  You can learn a lot 
about yourself, about your values, by observing who it is that you really admire, and what is it exactly about them that you 
most appreciate.   Jesus once picked out a man as an example for his followers to emulate that might surprise us (Luke 
16:1-12).   In this story the rich man represents God and the unrighteous manager represents us, or a least a subset of us.  
To follow Jesus faithfully requires more than being good and dedicated, it requires that we be “shrewd managers” of our 
God-given resources.   God is the owner of all that we possess; we are managers, not owners.   And as managers, it is our 
responsibility to handle God’s resources in a way that promotes and furthers His purposes in the world.  We give lip service 
to this principle; practically we don’t tend to live that way.   We live as though my paycheck is mine, my house, car, clothes, 
time, and family are mine.  When it comes right down to it, we have a ”private property” mindset.   It’s my stuff, my call.  It’s 
not that we don’t give toward kingdom work, but when I give to God out of a private property mentality, we make God just 
one more charity that we support.   

Pastor Chip Ingram tells a story that occurred early in his ministry that really helped him see stewardship from God’s 
perspective.  John, a businessman in his church, gave him $5,000 to help the needy.  Chip was to figure out who to help 
and then help them the way he thought his friend would wish.  Each day he had an expectant attitude  as he sought to 
fulfill this stewardship.  Rarely a day went by that he didn’t think about John.  Whenever he encountered a need, he tried 
to see it through John’s eyes.  He would ask himself, “What would John do in this situation?”  Chip also learned how to 
balance a checkbook. When he was handling his own money a close approximation was good enough, but now that he was 
handling someone else’s money he was much more careful.  Periodically John would call him in to give an account.  John 
and Chip became close friends. Chip never felt like an errand boy but rather as trusted friend and associate.  Chip gained 
insight into how John wanted him to spend his money, and Chip became a wise and faithful manager of the resources that 
John entrusted to him.  Over time, godly old businessman and this energetic young pastor partnered together to bless 
hundreds of people.  In the same way, open handed, generous giving is a gateway to intimacy with God.  Through us, God 
wants to display his great generosity to the world.  But you won’t do that if you have a “private property” mentality.   Are 
you generous?? I want you to really think about that. If not, that is a sure sign that you have a “private property mentality.”   

God also wants us to be shrewd.  That means “to act with foresight.”  (Matthew 7:24; 25:1-13; Luke 16:1-8).  Jesus praised 
the unrighteous manager in his story because because he had acted shrewdly.  Jesus also divided all of mankind into two 
categories: the “sons of this age” and the “sons of light.”   It is a reference to the ultimate allegiance of their heart: “Sons 
of light” have given their allegiance to God, “sons of this age” have not.  Jesus said that the “sons of this world” often 
demonstrate shrewd common sense when it comes to sizing up the situation and doing something about it. What is it about 
this man’s shrewdness that can admire and emulate?  He honestly faced the facts about himself and his situation.  We 
need to be as shrewd as he was.   His situation was fairly similar to our own: he had control of wealth for a short time.  What 
we possess today, we will not possess tomorrow. Clothes wear out. Inflation eats our money. Death makes us leave it all 
behind.  He had a finite amount of time to prepare for the future.  We too have a finite amount of time during which we too 
must prepare for our eternal future.  He provided for the future by using the money that he couldn’t keep to make a few good 
friendships that would benefit him when his money was gone.

In Luke 16:9 Jesus instructs us to “make friends by means of the wealth of unrighteousness, so that when it fails, they will 
receive you into the eternal dwellings.”   We should act shrewdly and prepare for our eternal future by using our present 
wealth to make friends who will one day welcome us into heaven.   (Note: archaeology reveals that the phrase, “the wealth 
of unrighteousness”,  was merely a stock expression for all money.”  It is not referring to money made in disreputable ways.)
People of the world may misuse their wealth, but they do give a lot of thought to what they do with it. They think about the 
long-term benefits of their investments.  Jesus is saying that we need to have the same mentality.   One day our money will 
fail us (v. 9).   While the Bible is clear we can’t take our wealth with us—we can send it on ahead!  We do this by making 
friends for heaven by investing in the ministry of others (Philippians 4:17).

If you are not generously investing in God’s kingdom work you have a very unbalanced portfolio and you are not very 
shrewd.   Because if all or most of your investments are in this world only stuff, it will fail you one day—Jesus guarantees 
it. It is shortsighted and unbalanced.   We can use our worldly wealth to make friends for eternity. One of the ways  we can 
do that is by giving to the ministry of others.  

We must shun a “private property” mentality, we must resist thinking in terms of “this life only,” 
And we should make friends for eternity by giving generously to the ministry of others.   Upcoming

7/25-30  High School Camp
7/25   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
7/26   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
7/29-30  Middle School Lock-In
7/31   Communion        9:30 & 11:15am



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
Why does Christianity make a big deal about our “stuff”?  How—if at all—does all my stuff fit into my spiritual life?  Does God 
care what I do with my stuff?  Is it even my stuff?  A Biblical understanding of Stewardship should create within us a deep and 
lasting sense of responsibility, because, in reality, all of this stuff belongs to God; He has given it to us for a purpose; and, on 
the day that we stand before Him, we are going to have to give an account of how well we used His stuff for His purposes.

Monday—Read Genesis 39:1-6

• Joseph was a steward in Potiphar’s house.  Look up “steward” at dictionary.com.  What do you learn?

• What traits would you want if you had a steward overseeing your vast fortune?  Make a list.

• How do you see those traits in Joseph?

• For each of those traits, rate yourself on a scale of 1 to 10.

• Which one or two traits do you most need to work on?

• Write a prayer to God, asking him to help you be a good and faithful steward.

Tuesday—Read Matthew 25:14-30

• How does v. 15 show God’s reasonableness in the apportioning of his resources to us?

• What do you think is the significance of the fact that v. 16 begins with “immediately”?

• According to v. 21 & 23, what is the result of faithful stewardship?

• What adjective did the third steward use to describe himself (v. 25)?

• What two adjectives did the master use to describe the third steward (v. 26)?

• Are you afraid of the fact that you too will give an account for your stewardship?

• Write a prayer to God, asking him to help you be a good and faithful steward.

Wednesday—What do each of the following passage teach about resources and stewardship?

• Psalm 24:1

• Haggai 2:8

• Psalm 50:10

• Ezekiel 18:4

• Psalm139:16

• 1 Corinthians 4:7

• Deuteronomy 8:18

• Write a prayer to God, asking him to help you be a good and faithful steward.

Thursday—What do each of the following passage teach about resources and stewardship?

• Matthew 6:25-33

• Luke 6:35-38

• Proverbs 11:24, 25

• Proverbs 22:7

• 2 Corinthians 8:1-5

• Ephesians 4:28

• Write a prayer to God, asking him to help you be a good and faithful steward.

Friday—Read each of the following statements on giving, looking up the passage, and making sure you understand its meaning:

• Giving reflects our spiritual trustworthiness:  Luke 16:10-13 

• Giving reflects faith in God as provider: Matthew 6:25-31

• Giving reflects our understanding of God’s character: Hebrews 13:5 

• Giving is an act of worship: Philippians 4:18;  2 Corinthians 8:7-8

• Giving should be planned and systematic: I Corinthians 16:1-2

• Giving should be sacrificial and generous: Mark 12:41-44

• Giving results in bountiful blessings: Acts 20:35

Saturday—Reflect on the following statements/questions:

• Earning $37,000 per year puts you in the top 4% of wage earners in the world. $45,000 puts you in the top 1%.

• “I am learning…that a man can live profoundly without masses of things.”   Admiral Richard E. Byrd, polar explorer.

• The question is not: “How much of my money should I give to God?” but “How much of God’s money should I keep for myself?”

• What could you do for God’s kingdom if you were debt free?

Ready to grow and change?
Connect with a personal discipler:

            Counseling@tcc.org


