
Triangle Community Church aims to be a “transforming church”.  We exist to be used by God as He transforms ordinary people 
into extraordinary followers of Jesus Christ.  TCC believes not only that life-change is possible—but that it is to be expected.  
Growth is God’s will for his people.   But transformation does not happen by accident.  It requires intentional, intelligent, action.  
1 Timothy 4:7 instructs you to “discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness.”  Since “Talking Points, Walking 
Points” is intended both for individual reflection and for group discussion, questions vary in degree of vulnerability  
required.  Generally it is best to begin group discussions with questions which involve less personal disclosure—
but don’t linger there.  Be sure to “dive deep” too!   The questions which require the greatest openness and honesty, as well as 
those in the section entitled “Digging Deeper in your Daily Quiet Time”, are perfect for private reflection.  

TALKINGPOINTS
WALKINGPOINTS

Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Community Group Discussion
• Read Ephesians 3:8-11.  Why was Paul so excited to tell the Ephesians about the “mystery”?

• Read Ephesians 3:13.  In what sense were Paul’s sufferings “their glory”?
Why wasn’t Paul discouraged by his sufferings?

• What was the most surprising thing you learned about Paul’s heart from Ephesians 3?

• What have you learned about the nature of the gospel so far from Ephesians 1-3?

• Read Ephesians 3:12.  What do you think “bold, confident prayers” would look like?
Would would it take for your prayers to be marked by boldness and confidence?

• In v. 12, Paul said that we have bold, confident access to God through prayer.  
What in Paul’s prayer (3:14-21) strikes you as “bold and confident”?

• What do you think it looks like for “Christ to dwell in your heart through faith”?  
Is that happening in your life?  How do you know?

• What are some words you might use to describe the awesome love of Christ?
• Are you “rooted and grounded” in God’s love?  Application-Challenge

In response to the love He’s expressed to us, we can love Him with all our hearts.  
Surrender your heart to Him, so that “Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (v. 17).
• If you worry about your future, tell God, “Lord, take my future plans…”  
• If you are ruled by tragedies, bitterness, or loss, say, “Lord, take my past and my history…”
• If you have fears in the arena of relationships, tell God, “Lord, take all my relationships…”
• If you’re tempted to love anything more than Him or instead of Him—“Lord, take my idols…”
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One evening while I was a seminary student, as I was driving home I saw this guy holding a gas can, 
and trying to wave down cars.  I pulled over and rolled down my window.  He asked for gas money, but 
I didn’t want to just give him money, so I told him I’d fill up his gas can for him.  There was a gas station 
close by.  But he said, “How do I know you won’t steal my can?”  And I said, “I’m a Christian.”  As soon 
as I said the word “Christian,” he went ballistic.  I’ll sanitize the language a bit.  He said, “I’m god.  This 
is MY world. I’m god.  This is MY world.  I made this world.  I made this street.” And he got angrier and 
angrier and louder and louder.  He started screaming right next to my car window.  So I just started 
rolling slowly away.  As I turned into our apartment complex, I thought I heard something.  Sure enough, 
I looked behind me, and this guy was right on my tail, in his car, evidently he wasn’t out of gas, and I 
don’t even know how he was driving.  His whole upper torso was leaning out of the window and he was 
shaking his fist and screaming at me.  And I’d just led him right to my home.  

He was a perfect illustration of 1 John 5:19 if I’d ever seen one: “We know that we are children of God, 
and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.”  The age we live in can be likened to 
an eclipse. God’s glory is obscured in this age.  And our lives are more spiritual than we realize.  In 
Ephesians 3:1-8a Paul shared the Epic News that the Jewish Messiah didn’t just come to save the 
Jews.  He came to save the whole world.  As Gentiles, you and I take that news for granted today, it 
was so radical that Paul spent time in jail for proclaiming it.  In v. 10 we learn that the gospel proves to 
demonic powers that their authority has been decisively broken and that all things are to be subject to 
Christ.  Satan cannot hinder the advance of the gospel.  These thoughts led Paul to utter the boldest 
prayer ever prayed (3:14-19).

Normal people, like you and me, “filled with all the fullness of God” (v. 19)!  Doesn’t it seem like there 
should be a capacity problem here?  One of my professors referred to people as “empty vessels” filled 
either with God’s presence or Satan’s lies.  Apart from God, I cannot be who he designed me to be.  I’m 
like an inflatable, and I take shape when God fills me.  My very identity is wrapped up in his Presence.  
The refrain of an ancient hymn illustrate the powerful love of Christ:

	 Could	we	with	ink	the	ocean	fill,	and	were	the	skies	of	parchment	made;
	 Were	every	stalk	on	earth	a	quill,	and	every	man	a	scribe	by	trade;
	 To	write	the	love	of	God	above,	would	drain	the	ocean	dry;
 Nor could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky.

Paul closed this prayer with an explosion of praise to God for how graciously he’s loved us (v. 20-21).
In response to the access God has granted us, we can draw near.  In response to the power He offers 
us, we can become whole new people.  In response to the love He’s expressed to us, we can love Him 
with all our hearts.                         Surrender your heart to Him, so that 
                                                      “Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (v. 17).

Sermon Summary

Upcoming
6/12   Connect4         4:30-6pm
6/12   Baptism AND Night of Worship     6-7:15pm
6/13   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/14   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/18   Landscape Work Morning     9am-12pm
6/20   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/21   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/25   TCCPointMan Family Tailgate and Salamanders Baseball Game  5-9pm
6/26   Communion 
6/27   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/28   NO Middle School Echo Groups
6/29   Student Ministry Summer Olympics     6:30-8pm



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians tells us about God’s rich blessings, and the resources He gives for living in light of those blessings. The book of 
Ephesians unfolds truth about God’s resources for a variety of life’s interpersonal challenges.  In chapter 1, Paul painted a glorious picture of the ways 
God has blessed “us who believe.”  In chapter 2 he reminded the Ephesians that they were not always a part of this blessed group, but were in fact cut 
off from God. He then describes an amazing mystery: God makes hostile people (in this case, Gentiles and Jews) into one new unified people!   This 
week we will dig into the “mystery” found in Ephesians Chapter 3, applying these profound truths to our lives today.

   

Monday—In your Bible, circle the six occurrences of the word “mystery” in Ephesians 1:9; 3:3, 4, 9; 5:32; and 6:19.  Now, let’s look at each one in it’s context.

• Read Ephesians 1:7-10, preferrably in the New Living Translation (NLT), which can be found at Bible.com.  What is “the mystery of God’s will”?

• Read Ephesians 3:1-6 (NLT).  What is “the mystery of Christ”?

• Read Ephesians 5:28-33 (NLT).  The latter half of Ephesians 5 (v. 22-33) is about marriage, as v. 31 makes explicit (as it quotes Genesis 2:24, as God created the 

institution of marriage).  But then v. 32 says something that seems to break with the clear thrust of 5:22-33.  Paul says that marriage (v. 22-33) is about Christ and 

the church (v. 32)!  Underline every reference to Christ and the church (including “body”) in v. 22-33 (you should find at least ten).  So, what is the mystery in v. 32?

• Read Ephesians 6:18-20.  What is the “mystery of the gospel” which Paul asks for boldness to proclaim?

Tuesday—Need more clarity on the “mystery”?  The following verses will help clear up the mystery...    (Pun intended!)

• Read Romans 16:24-27, circling the word “mystery” in v. 25.  What is “the mystery which had been kept secret for long ages past, but how is manifested”?

• Read 1 Corinthians 2:4-8, circling the word “mystery” in v. 7.  What is “God’s wisdom in a mystery, hidden wisdom which God predestined to our glory”?

• Read 1 Corinthians 4:1, circling the word “mysteries”.  What are the “mysteries of God” of which Paul was made a servant and a steward?

• Read Colossians 1:25-29, circling the word “mystery” in v. 26 & 27.  The end of v. 25 identifies what the “mystery which has been hidden from past ages and generations” 

(v. 26a) is.  What is it?   The end of v. 27 identifies what the “riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles” (v. 27) is.  It is “_____ in you, the hope of glory.”

• Read Colossians 2:1-4, circling the word “mystery” in v. 2.  “God’s mystery is ___________ himself.”

• Read Colossians 4:2-4, circling the word “mystery” in v. 3.  What is “the mystery of Christ”?

• Read 1 Timothy 3:14-16, circling the word “mystery” in v. 16.  What (actaully, Who?) is “the great mystery of godliness”?

The mystery is both the good news about salvation through Christ, and it is Christ himself.  How does Colossians 1:15-20 shed light on this?

Wednesday—Read Ephesians Chapter 3, then answer the following questions:

• What is true of these two groups now  (v. 6) ? 

• What is true of you and every other believer you know, regardless of differences? 

• Write a brief prayer of thanks to God.  Pray it aloud to God.

• What has Christ made possible for us (v. 12)? 

• Write a brief prayer of thanks to God.  Pray it aloud to God.

Thursday—Many people complain that the gospel is impractical, consumed with thoughts of heaven/hell, and generally irrelevant to today’s complex problems. 

The word “gospel” means “good news”.  Which one of the following two statements do you personally find to be “good news”—and why?

o “By grace you have been saved through faith, it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

o  “God has blessed you with every spiritual blessing in Christ”  (Ephesians 1:3)

Those are not the same thing—the first one is about getting to heaven; the second one is much broader, applying both to the “here and now” and the “hereafter”.  

So, which one is “good news”?  Well, they’re both good news, aren’t they?  So, they’re both “gospel”, aren’t they?

• It is helpful to think of the gospel—God’s “good news”—in both a “wide angle” and a “telephoto” sense (much like the “mystery” narrowly means the gospel 

in the “Ephesians 2:8-9 sense”, while in a “wide angle” sense (Ephesians 1:3) it encompasses all Christ and all of the blessings which are wrapped up in him 

(blessings both for the here and now and for the hereafter).

• What relevance does the “telephoto” (solve your sin problem so you can go to heaven instead of hell) gospel have in your life today?

• What relevance does the “wide angle” (every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus) gospel have in your life today?

Friday—List three reasons why you’re grateful for the blessings of the “telephoto” gospel.

• List three reasons why you’re grateful for the blessings of the “wide angle” gospel.

• Write a prayer to God, expressing your gratitude.

• Pray it aloud to God.

Saturday—Read Ephesians 3:14-21, then...  

• Write it out verbatim, except now “personalize it” by replacing every occurrence of the words “you” and “your” with the “me/my/our” and name of the person 

you’re closest to on a daily basis (your spouse, children, a co-worker, etc.).   For example: 

      “...I pray that out of his glorious riches God would strengthen Bob and me with power through his Spirit in our inner beings...”    Pray it aloud to God.

Need hope and help?
For free biblical counseling, write to

DiscipleMe@tcc.org


