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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Community Group Discussion
• What are some things you’ve never seen which you nonetheless believe are true or real?

Is it rational to believe things we cannot confirm with our five senses?  Why or why not?

• Read Romans 5:6-10.  What are five “unflattering truths” we learn about us humans?

Was there a time when you would have disagreed with this assessment of people?  Tell us about it.
 or,
Are any of them difficult for you to accept today?  If so, which ones—and why?

When—and how—did your opinion move in the direction of the biblical assessment of humans?

• Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26.  According to this passage, what must we do for our friends and loved-
ones who do not yet believe in Christ?

According to this passage, what must God do if our unsaved friends and loved-ones are to believe?

Who can tell about a time you’d shared the gospel repeatedly—to no apparent effect—until one day 
“the light came on”?  (Or, perhaps it was someone else sharing the gospel with you.)

How is the “divine-human synergy” revealed in this passage similar to a farmer trying to grow crops?  

• Read 1 Peter 3:15.  Are you equipped and ready to “give an account of the hope that is in you”?
If not, what will it take to become ready?           Did you pick up a copy of the booklet,
                                                                           Would You Like to Know God Personally?

Application-Challenge
• If you are not absolutely confident that you’ve received God’s free gift of forgiveness, cleansing, of 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, read Would You Like to Know God Personally?
If you have an unsaved loved-on, prayerfully and lovingly take the initiative to share it with them.

• Review the five truths about who and what are “in the heavenly places”.  Make sure that 
you believe what God says about this invisible realm; it holds the key to all spiritual victory.
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Last week we begin a six-part series on the New Testament Book of Ephesians—a book that begins with a glorious list of 
God’s blessings and a peek at his glorious attributes.  But Ephesians also warns us about a real character named Satan.  
He rebelled against the Lord of Glory, and cast this world into darkness—an eclipse of the light of God’s kingdom.   During 
this brief moment of cosmic history God is permitting his divine glory to be eclipsed by our enemy, Satan.  But the outcome 
is not in doubt.  The victory was won 2,000 years ago on a hill outside Jerusalem called “Golgotha”.  During this stage of 
history, there is a battle going on in a realm called “the heavenly places”—a concept that is critical for you to understand if 
you wish to live a successful Christian life.   That’s where Satan and demons are lurking and active, but God and Jesus also 
are there, and all of our spiritual blessings are there (Ephesians 1:3, 20 and 6:12).  In the dim light of this spiritual eclipse 
that engulfed our world, nothing is as it seems.  Satan is our true enemy, but he tricks us into thinking that our struggles 
are against the flesh-and-blood people in our lives: our spouses, our children, our bosses and coworkers, our siblings, 
parents, and neighbors.  Our weapons for fighting our true enemy, Satan, also don’t look like what we typically think of as 
weapons.  Satan’s main technique is deception and accusation, and so the weapons we use against his lies are the truths 
of the gospel.  God chose us for salvation before the world was made!  In Christ we are declared “holy”—even though we 
still sin!  We already have every spiritual blessing which exists. 

Satan blinds the minds of unbelievers so that they can’t see the truth of the gospel, so that they will not be saved (2 
Corinthians 4:4).  To unbelievers, biblical truths appear foolish.  But the human condition is even more serious than spiritual 
blindness; we all start out spiritually dead, and obeying the devil (no matter how moral someone appears)  Ephesians 2:1-
3.  According to 2:11-12, we were excluded, disenfranchised, godless and hopeless.  But  the most hopeful two words in 
Ephesians occur right after he says all those dark, dismal things: “but God” (2:4)!  In fact, Paul said that the Christians in 
Ephesus were no longer dead and alienated form God.  Paul called “saints” (1:1).  We were dead, and enslaved to Satan.  
But those who have trusted in Christ as Savior, are made alive and are raised up, with Christ.  Why would God do such a 
kind, costly thing for rebels such as us?   Because he is rich in mercy; because of his great love for us.  Throughout eternity 
this will show-off the surpassing riches of God’s grace in kindness (2:4-7).

But there’s more!  God has seated us in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus (2:6)!  There’s a lot going on in those “heavenly 
places”: [1] Satan and demons are there, [2] God and Jesus are there, [3] we are there, [4] all of our spiritual blessings are 
there, and [5] all of our struggles are there.  All of this is spiritual—invisible.  But we who have believed are no longer blind 
(2 Corinthians 4:4).  We believe what God says.  We see with the eyes of faith, so we see Jesus in a way that spiritually 
blind, unbelieving people don’t.   Have you crossed over from death to life?  Are you seated in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus?  Are you enriched with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places?  All of our struggles are spiritual at root, but 
a spiritually alive person fights them from the place of victory—seated with Christ in the heavenly places.

The solution for our sin-problem lies beyond us; it’s impossible for us to solve.  Remember: but God!  Our sins need to be 
forgiven by God—nailed to Christ’s cross—for us to cross over from death to life (Colossians 2:13-14).  Our only role in this 
is faith (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Salvation is not of ourselves, not as a result of works, so none of us may boast.  Faith means 
“trust”, “confidence”.  It is nothing that we do.  Ephesians shows that faith is not of us, not a result of our works, not our own 
merit.  Nothing.  Zero.  If you are not absolutely confident that you’ve received God’s free gift of forgiveness, cleansing, 

of every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, don’t put it off—
until you do, you’re blinded by Satan and enslaved to do his will.

Sermon Summary

Upcoming
6/05   TCC Lake Party        4:30-7:30pm
6/06   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/07   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/12   Connect4         4:30-6pm
6/12   Baptism AND Night of Worship     6-7:15pm
6/13   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/14   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/18   Landscape Work Morning     9am-12pm
6/20   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/21   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/25   TCCPointMan Family Tailgate and Salamanders Baseball Game  5-9pm
6/26   Communion 
6/27   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/28   NO Middle School Echo Groups
6/29   Student Ministry Summer Olympics     6:30-8pm



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians tells us about God’s rich blessings, and the resources He gives for living in light of those blessings. The book of Ephesians 
unfolds truth about God’s resources for a variety of life’s interpersonal challenges.  In chapter 1, Paul painted a glorious picture of the ways God has 
blessed “us who believe.” Now, in chapter 2, he reminds the Ephesians that they were not always a part of this blessed group, but were in fact cut off from 
God. He then describes an amazing mystery: God makes hostile people (in this case, Gentiles and Jews) into one new unified people!  

This week we will dig into Ephesians Chapter 2. 

2:1 The “you” Paul is talking about are the Ephesians. What words does he use to describe their pre-Christian days?

 You were ___________ in  your ______________.    Do you think of yourself as once having been spiritually dead?  What are some characteristics of corpses?

2:2  What phrases does Paul use to describe the “dead” person, the non-Christian?     You used to live in your _________________________________________

 You followed the ways of ____________________.   This verse refers to Satan as the ruler of ___________ and as the spirit who __________________________.

 Do you think of yourself as having followed the ways of Satan?   Do you think of Satan as currently being at work in non-believers?

2:3  What was true not only of the Ephesians, but all of us?    We __________ among other disobedient people.  We _____________ the cravings of our sinful nature

 We followed _____________ of our sinful nature.   We also were by nature objects of ____________.     Whose wrath is this talking about?

 Do you think of yourself as having been (or, still being, if you haven’t yet believed) an object of God’s wrath?  

 Does it seem appropriate to you that God is wrathful against sin?  Why or why not?

2:4  When you read the word “but”, what do you expect to follow? ____________.    What does this verse teach about God’s motives?  

 He has great __________ for us.   He is rich in _____________.   

2:5  Because of His love and mercy (2:4) , what did He do?   Made us _________ with ___________.    He did this when _________________________________

 Is this something we did, or God did?    Was it something deserved or undeserved? What word makes this clear?

 What word describes what God has done for us? (By grace you have been ______)   What are some synonyms for the word “saved”? _________________________

	 What	have	we	been	“saved”	from?	(see	2:3)___________________					Are	you	confident	that	you	have	been	saved?		___________

 How can you be sure?______________________________________________

2:6  What else has God done for us?     _________  us with Christ.    Where has He seated us? ___________     With whom are we seated?  __________     

 In whom are we seated?  __________     Is this a present reality or a future reality?

2:7  Why has God done this?     In the coming ages He is going to _______________.    What is true of God’s grace toward us? It is incomparably _________

 It is expressed in his __________________ to us in ______________

 

2:8-9 How has God saved us?    By ______   Through _________   Not ___________    As a ________ from God    Not by ________   We cannot ________ about it

2:10 What do we learn about “works”?  We are God’s ______________      We are created to ________      God has prepared them in advance for us to _______

 Summarize the connection between faith, grace, and works (2:8-10):   ____________________________________________________________________

2:11-12 What are the Gentiles (the uncircumcised non-Jews, ie those who do not believe  in the God of the Bible, in this case the Ephesians) to remember about 

 the realities of their pre-Christian days?   They were separate ____________      They were excluded from ______________________________________

 They were foreigners to _________________       They were without ____________ and _________      Are these things true of non-believers you know?

 Were these also true of you before you became a Christian, or, if you have not believed, are they still true of you?

2:13  What is true of those who trust in Christ as Savior?     They used to be ___________       Now they are _______    How? Through the ___________________

2:14  How is it that enemies can have peace with each other?    ____________ is our peace     He has made two hostile groups into _______

 He has ______________________ the barrier (the hostility)     Who do you have hostilities with?

 

2:15-16 What has Christ abolished through his death? ______________      Why? To create _____________________ and __________________________

 To reconcile them both _______________ through _______________      What did the cross put to death? __________________

 What was the reason for hostility between humans and God? ________________

2:17  Jesus’s cross announced a message of _______ to _____________ and to   ___________________

 Why was peace needed between these two parties?       What examples of alienation in your life need this message of peace?

 

2:18  What does this verse teach about:      To whom do we now have access? ___________________

 Through whom is this access to the Father? _________________         By whom is this access to the Father? _________________

2:22 When believers are “built together”, what do we become? ____________________

 Bible truths (2:20 “the apostles and prophets”) are our foundation, and Jesus Christ himself is the “chief cornerstone”.  

 Christ joins us together and builds a building which is “a holy temple in the Lord” (2:21).

                  

Now, review your notes from Ephesians 2, and then respond to the following questions:

• How would you summarize the character of God based on these verses?

• How would you summarize man’s problem and God’s solution to it?

• Write out a brief prayer praising Him for these.

Ready to grow and change?
Connect with a personal discipler:

              DiscipleMe@tcc.org


