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WALKINGPOINTS

Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Community Group Discussion
• What understanding—if any— did you grow up with about Satan and demons?

In what ways was Pastor Dan’s explanation of the invisible world surprising to you?

Did you disagree with any parts of it?  If so, what?    What was clarified to you?

• Read Ephesians 1:3-5.  Make a list of every spiritual blessing that you have.

Does everyone have all of those spiritual blessings?  If not, who doesn’t and who does?

What should we do if we don’t feel as if we have “every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”?

Focus now on Ephesians 1:4 (comparing it to Acts 13:48, John 6:35-40 and John 10:14-16, 26-30).  
How does the fact that God chooses/appoints people to eternal life give you confidence of salvation?

Although we, being creatures of time, repent and believe at a given point in history, what is the significance 
of the fact that our calling to salvation is from eternity past (Ephesians 1:4; Revelation 13:8)?

What motive do Ephesians 1:4-6 give us for why God redeemed us?    (Also see John 3:16.)

• Compare first line of Ephesians 1:6 with the final lines of v. 12 and v. 14.  What do you notice?

From from you’ve learned so far in Ephesians, what causes you to praise God’s glorious grace?
                                        
                                                                           Why do you have that reaction?

Application-Challenge
• Today’s message is only for those who are “in Christ”.  Make sure that describes you.

• Have biblical beliefs about Satan—neither too high nor too low.

• Dig deeper for yourself into the rich gospel realities which will armor you against Satan’s 
schemes using this week’s “Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time” section.

Eclips   dEclips
Part 1



An eclipse occurs when the light of one object is blocked by another object—such as the moon passes directly between 
Earth and the Sun, blocking out its light.  Throughout history people have thought of solar eclipses as bad omens, as signs 
of impending destruction.  Bad things going on in the heavenlies—and casting a shadow over mankind.  Today we begin 
a six-part series on the New Testament Book of Ephesians.  Ephesians tells us (6:11-12) that when Satan rebelled against 
the Lord of Glory, and cast this world into darkness.  The light of God was eclipsed. God’s Word teaches a real, literal devil, 
who leads a real, literal kingdom of darkness, with a hierarchy of demons.  These are the “rulers”, “powers”, “world forces 
of darkness” and “spiritual forces of wickedness” mentioned in our passage.

Although the devil and demons are real, we need some sanity when it comes to Satan.   They once were angels, and then 
they rebelled against God.  Demons have no more power than any other angel.  On the one hand, we’re nothing compared 
to them— but they’re nothing compared to God.  They cannot do anything unless God permits it.  There is a spiritual battle 
going on, but the outcome is not in doubt. It was won 2,000 years ago on a hill outside Jerusalem called “Golgotha”. During 
this brief moment of cosmic history God is permitting his divine glory to be eclipsed. Until God brings this chapter of cosmic 
revolt to a close, we’re going to see in Ephesians that he has given us all the resources we need for standing firm against 
Satan’s schemes (6:10-11). 

The “heavenly places” (6:12) is not to be confused with “heaven”, which is the abode of God and all his blessedness.   This 
term, “the heavenly places”, occurs five times throughout Ephesians, and it is a concept that is critical for you to understand 
if you wish to live a successful Christian life.  Satan and his minions are  there, and our struggle is there (6:12).  If our 
struggles were just against our boss or spouse or parents or our children, then we could use fleshly strategies such as 
manipulation, intimidation, or even fist-fights, but none of them work against spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places.  The resources we need to fight spiritual battles in the heavenly places are found in the heavenly places too (1:3-5)!  
Notice too that those spiritual blessings are “in Christ”.  God has chosen to bless people spiritually only through Christ —
through the person and work of Christ.  If we want spiritual life and blessing, we must come to Christ.  If you are a believer 
in Christ, you have it all—you have everything you need for spiritual wholeness and fruitfulness.   If you are saved, then 
there is no “extra blessing” out there that you need to seek.  There isn’t any more.  It’s all in Christ, and if you have Christ, 
then you have it all.  ( Although all of sin’s curse was resolved at the cross, God in his wisdom has decided not to apply all 
of those solutions immediately.  Forgiveness of sin and connection to God are given the moment one receives Christ, but 
other aspects of the curse won’t be fixed until heaven.)

Ephesians 1:4 says that God chose us before the world was made.  The roots of your salvation go all the way back to 
eternity past.  And he chose us of his own free will; just because of his love (1:4b-5)!   He simply loves us.  None are saved 
because of superior moral or faith qualities in us.  He chose us.  He did it before the world was created.   And he did it 
because of his love!  Incredible.  How could we not love a God like that (1:6)?!  And God works all things after the counsel 
of His will (1:11).  I don’t know how God does it, but even with all our sin and the times we resist his will, God nonetheless 
works all things after the counsel of his will!   Amazing!  We make real choices—some good, some bad—but God has 
purposed in advance that our inheritance is secure and he’s sovereignly in control.  The Trinity counseled together and 
decided what they’re going to do, and by golly, they get it done!  Even thought we’re not smart enough to understand how 
God works everything according to the counsel of his will, it’s important that we know that he does, because that gives us 
confidence when things look so chaotic.  Paul prayed that God would help the Ephesians understand (1:17-18).  We need 
to pray the same thing for ourselves.  And ultimately, the cross of Christ proves both God’s love and wisdom.

During the brief moment of cosmic history we live in God is permitting his divine glory to be hidden, to be eclipsed by our 
enemy, Satan.  But Satan’s rebellion will not continue for long.  God has promised to bring this sad chapter of cosmic revolt 
to a close.  But for now, God has given us all the resources we need for standing firm against Satan’s schemes.  This is the 
“good news”, the gospel: we are chosen by God, we are predestined to be his children, he loves us and relates to us in grace, 

we’re now blameless in his sight, God sovereignly works everything according to his will, 
we have hope, and an inheritance that awaits us!

Sermon Summary

Upcoming
5/29   Communion         9:30a & 11:15a
5/30   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
5/31   NO Middle School Echo Groups
6/05   TCC Lake Party        4:30-7:30pm
6/06   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/07   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/12   Connect4         4:30-6pm
6/12   Baptism AND Night of Worship     6-7:15pm
6/13   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/14   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/18   Landscape Work Morning
6/20   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/21   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
6/25   TCCPointMan Family Tailgate and Salamanders Baseball Game  5-9pm
6/26   Communion 
6/27   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
6/28   NO Middle School Echo Groups



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians tells us about God’s rich blessings, and the resources He gives for living in light of those blessings. 

The book of Ephesians unfolds truth about God’s resources for a variety of life’s interpersonal challenges.  
This week we will dig into Ephesians Chapter 1.

  
v. 1  What does Paul call the Christians in Ephesus?

v. 2  What blessings from God does Paul pronounce on the Ephesians?

v. 3  What has God blessed believers with?
 
	 Would	this	include	what	you	need	to	handle	your	difficulties?		

v. 4  What has God done for us?
 When?
 For what purpose?

v. 5  What else has He done for us?
 With what motives?

v. 6  What do you learn about God’s grace?
  
v. 7  What else do we have in Christ?
 What is another way of describing our redemption?

v. 7-8  What do you observe about God’s grace?
 
v. 9-10 Paul refers to a mystery. He will talk more about this in later verses, but what is the mystery? 
 God is bringing all things _________________________ under one _______, namely: _____

v. 11  What words in v. 11 show God’s role in making us His?
 We were ____________
 We have been __________________
 According to His ___________
 God works out everything according to ________________

v. 12  Why did God do all these things in v. 11? (So that what would be praised?)

v. 13  How does Paul describe the Ephesians’ salvation process?
 They were included ________________
 When they heard __________________________________________________________
 They ____________
 They were marked with ________________________________________

v. 14  What does this verse teach about the Holy Spirit?
 He is a ________________
 He guarantees our ____________________
 At that time, what will be praised? _________________________

v. 15-16 How has Paul responded to the news of the Ephesians’ salvation?

v. 17  What does he ask God to give the Ephesians? 

Why does he pray this?

v. 18-19 Paul prays that “ the eyes of their hearts may be enlightened in order that you may know” three things.  What are they? 
 
v. 19  For whom is God’s power? 
 What is that power like? (v. 19-20)

v. 20-22 What do you learn about Christ in these verses?
 God ___________ Christ from the dead
 God ___________ Christ at His right hand in the  _________________________
 Christ is above ______________________________________________________________
 God placed all things ________________________________
 God appointed Him as _______________________________

v. 23  How is the church described?

Review:  Look back through your answers, then...
     Compile a list of all God’s blessings mentioned here.
	 				How	confident	are	you	that	these	blessings	are	all	yours?	(1-100%)		__________
     Write a brief prayer thanking God for one of the blessings mentioned in this chapter.

Need hope and help?
For free biblical counseling, write to

Counseling@tcc.org


