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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Community Group Discussion
• In Galatians 2:20, Paul said of himself: “I have been crucified with Christ, and It is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me.”  Do you think that should be the normal experience for all Christians?  
Why or why not?

Have you ever experienced that?  Tell us about it.

• Pastor Doug defined biblical fellowship as “a deep relational connecting with other believers that 
intentionally encourages us to love God and one another more completely.”
Who has connected with you in a way that intentionally encouraged you to love God and others more?

Who have you intentionally encouraged to love God and others more?  How did you do it?

• Galatians 6:10 instructs us to “do good to all people, and especially to those who belong to the 
family of faith.”   Often we think of the evangelistic appeal of acts of kindness, such as feeding 
the poor.  Why do you think God commands a special focus on doing good to other believers?

Read John 13:35.  Jesus said that non-believers would know we are Jesus’ disciples by our love 
for fellow believers.  Why do you think he didn’t say, “they’ll know you’re my disciples by your 
love for them”?

• Pastor Doug said “to learn to love, you have to be around irritating, annoying, imperfect people.”  
Do you agree or disagree—and why? 

Tell us about a time when someone patiently, lovingly, put up with you.  Why did they do it?
What was the outcome of that experience—for you personally, and for them?

If a non-believer were to have watched that event, what would they have concluded?

If non-believers observed your Community Group,
would they conclude that any supernatural took place?

Getting There...
Through Fellowship

Part 7

Application-Challenge
Determine to develop the habit of fellowship by getting involved in a small group:
• Some groups connect through ministry.  (Go to tcc.org and click the “Serve” tab.)
• Men’s and Women’s Bible studies are an option.  (tcc.org, keyword: “Bible study”)
• New Community Groups are forming in the fall. (tcc.org, keyword: “Community Groups”)



In our journey to become more like Christ, real transformation occurs as we allow God’s life to flow through us 
as we practice those spiritual disciplines which Jesus taught and modeled. One of these disciplines is Biblical 
fellowship: a deep relational connecting with other believers that intentionally encourages us to love God and 
one another more completely.  God wants us to love everyone—even our enemies—but he makes it clear that 
he especially wants us to love those who are part of our church family (Galatians 6:10). God wants his spiritual 
family to be distinguished by their mutual love for one another. It is our greatest witness to an unbelieving world.
The only way we can learn to love one another is by being in regular, close fellowship with our church family, 
which is filled with imperfect people. Learning to love unselfishly isn’t an easy task. It runs contrary to our self-
centered nature. But that is exactly what God has called us to do. And you cannot learn to love the way God 
wants you to, apart from the habit of fellowship. 

The large group gathering of Christ’s church isn’t conducive to facilitating fellowship. It is great for worship. It is 
great for teaching and learning. But it not the best environment in which to experience Biblical fellowship. The 
habit of Biblical fellowship is best practiced in the context of a small group gathering.  This is why from the very 
beginning, the church has had both a large group expression and a small group expression.  At TCC, we gather 
as a large group on Sunday mornings for worship and teaching, and we gather in small groups throughout 
the week for fellowship, prayer, and discussing God’s Word.   Here are five reasons why you should seriously 
consider getting involved in a small group gathering:

1.  Small groups provide a forum where you can build deep friendships based upon spiritual values (Acts 2:44). 
You can’t develop friendships without meeting together. You can’t develop friendships without sharing your life 
with others. And the more often you meet together and share, the closer you’re going to become.  

2.  Small groups provide safe place to share your struggles (Proverbs 17:17). We all struggle from time to 
time, and your Christian small group becomes a built-in support group where people who care about you can 
sympathize with you, pray, and offer spiritual and emotional guidance. 

3.  Small groups foster mutual growth as each member ministers one to another (Eph. 4:15-16). The Bible 
compares the church to the human body. Christ is the head, and we make up the many individual parts: eyes, 
ears, hands, feet, etc. And we grow into Christlikeness, both as a church and as individuals, as each of us 
exercise our unique, God-given shape to the benefit of one other (Ephesians 4:15-16). 

4.  Small groups provide fortification against spiritual decline (Hebrews 10:24-25). One of the first symptoms 
of spiritual decline is usually inconsistent attendance at worship services and other gatherings of believers. 
Whenever we become careless about fellowship, everything else begins to slide. Having the accountability of a 
small group helps us stay on track spiritually. 

5.  Small groups offer an opportunity to serve alongside others (Acts 6:1-7). We see a great example of this in 
Acts chapter 6. As the church in Jerusalem began to grow, so did the challenges associated with ministering to 
a growing church family. The church had a ministry where they provided daily meals for poor widows. Apparently 
some of the widows were being overlooked. I don’t think it was intentional, but it was a problem. And so the 
apostles appointed a small group ministry team to solve the problem. This was a small group whose primary 
purpose was to minister to the congregation. This is the genesis for our ministry teams here at TCC. We would 
love for you to join one of them. It is a great way to make new friends while serving the needs of the church. 

God has called us to love one another, especially in the church. And love is spelled T.I.M.E. If you are going to 
make a small group a priority, it is going to require a time commitment, and that means that we are going to have 
to give up pursuits of lesser importance to make room for something of greater importance. Rest assured, 
                                                 making time to practice the habit of fellowship will be worth the investment. 

Sermon Summary

Upcoming
5/15   Men of Armor: “The Walking Talk”    3-5:30pm
5/16   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
5/17   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
5/18   AWANA Last Night!       6:30-8:30pm
5/21   Membership Class       8:30AM-12:00pm
5/21   Landscaping Work Morning      9am-12pm
5/22   Explore         1-2pm
5/23   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
5/24   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

The Apostle John—“the disciple whom Jesus loved; who reclined on Jesus’ bosom at the last supper” (John 13:23)—wrote:

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 
and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life—and the life was manifested, and we have seen and 
testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us—what we have 
seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.  These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.

(1 John 1:1-4)
This week we will learn about true, biblical “fellowship”, and how it results in “complete joy”.

Monday—Exactly what is biblical fellowship?
• According to 1 John 1:3, with whom do Christians have fellowship?
• According to 1 Corinthians 1:9, with whom do Christians have fellowship?
• According to 2 Corinthians 13:14, with whom do Christians have fellowship?
• According to Philippians 3:10, with what else do Christians have fellowship?  What does that mean?
• According to 2 Corinthians 6:14-15, with whom cannot Christians have fellowship?  Why can’t we?
• According to Galatians 2:9, what enabled those individuals to have fellowship with each other?
• According to 1 John 1:6, what renders fellowship with God impossible?
• So, what exactly do you think biblical “fellowship” is?

Tuesday—What is the difference between biblical fellowship and mere socializing?
• According to 1 John 1:6, “walking in darkness” (ie, sin, see v. 8) renders biblical fellowship impossible.  Yet it is totally possible to 

socialize with others while harboring sin in your heart (eg, jealousy, covetousness, pride)—we often do!   Why the difference?
• With whom do you socialize?  What is the basis for your association?
• Read Ephesians 2:11-16.  Why didn’t Jews and Gentiles associate with each other before?  What kept them apart?

According to v. 13-14, how was this problem solved?
How different were Jews and Gentiles during biblical times?
Note:  When Jesus “through his blood made both groups into one”, Jews and Gentiles did not start living exactly the same.  
For example, Jewish Christians didn’t start eating pork (see 1 Corinthians 8:13 and Galatians 2:12)!  Yet, they had “fellowship”.

• Think of a TCCer who is vastly different from you—Nascar vs. yachting, classical vs. hip-hop, Yankee vs. Deep South.
You may not socialize much, but biblically speaking, you do have fellowship with each other.  So, what is the basis for it?

• What would it say about your values if you only fellowshipped with those with whom you also shared tastes in earthly things?

Wednesday—How do we have fellowship with each other?
•  Read Ephesians 4:11-16.  Circle every word in this passage which shows that each/all believers minister to each other.

According to v. 15, how is this mutual growth accomplished?
According to v. 13-14, what is the result of ministry to each other?
Circle every occurence of the word “some” in v. 11.  What is the significance of the “some” vs. the “all/each” throughout the passage?

• Place yourself on the following continuum.  Which better describes your spiritual maturity now: 

• What role has genuine biblical fellowship—or the lack thereof—played in getting you where you are today spiritually?
• Since God uses other believers to help us grow (Ephesians 4:16), what changes will you need to make in order to move to the right?

Thursday—What does fellowship do for us and for others?  How does it do this?
• Read Hebrews 3:13.  Obviously, it requires fellowship to “encourage one another day after day”.  What is at risk if we don’t (13b)?

In what way is sin “deceitful”?   When was a time when you were deceived by sin?
What does it mean for a person to be “hardened”?   Are you afraid of being hardened by the deceitfulness of sin?  Why or why not?

• Is church attendance the same thing as fellowship?  Why or why not?   Explain.
• If fellowship is a bank, do you make more “deposits” or “withdrawls”?  Why do you think that?
• Is it possible to become like Jesus while disobeying Jesus’ commands?  Explain.

Friday—Fellowship must be stimulating.
•  Read Hebrews 10:23-25.  Do you ever worry that you may not “finish well” in the Christian life?  Explain.
• Why do you think the author of Hebrews commanded people to “hold fast the confession of their hope without wavering”?

What does the faithfulness of God have to do with that?
• Notice exactly what is commanded in v. 24: “let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds”.

Everybody is not motivated by the same things.  Do you know for sure what motivates the person who sits to your left in church?  
What will it take to become a “skillful stimulator” of him/her?  Does that person know what motivates you?  What will it take for 
him/her to learn to become a skillful stimulator of you?  

• What “act of love or good deed” have you stimulated someone to in the last month?

Saturday—OK, time to put it into practice!  Tomorrow at church, ask someone one or two of the following questions:
• “What has the Lord been teaching you lately?”
• “What do you feel good about right now in the spiritual area of your life?”
• “Where are you having “slow-going” right now spiritually?”
• “How are you doing with the Spiritual Disciplines Pastor Doug is teaching about in this series?”
• “What’s a meaningful thing that has happened to you since we last talked?”
• “What’s an important decision you’re facing in the near future?”
• “What have you read recently that has helped you spiritually?”
• “How can I pray for you?”

“a child, tossed here and there by waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of men” (v. 14)

“a mature man, 
the measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (v. 13)

Adapted from: Spiritual Disciplines Within the Church, by Donald S. Whitney


