
Application-Challenge
• Give systematically, not haphazardly.
• Give as you have freely determined. 
• Give in proportion to how God has prospered you.

TALKINGPOINTS
WALKINGPOINTS

Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Community Group Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

• According to the New York Times, the bottom 5 percent of American household incomes (less than 
$12,000 per year) are richer than 68 percent of the world’s households.  Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19.

Do you think of yourself as rich?  Why or why not?   Are you rich?

Verse 17 tells us an attitude we must not have.  What is it?   What does it mean?

It also tells us where not to fix our hope, and where to fix it.  What does it say?

What would be some signs that would help you know if you were fixing your hope one place or the other?
Which of those signs do you see in your own life? 

What four things does v. 18 command us to do?   
What evidence of obedience to those four commands do you see in your own life?

What do you think is “life indeed” (v. 19)?   What indication is there that you are taking hold of it?

• Pastor Doug shared with us “The Treasure Principle”, namely:
“You can’t take it with you (Psalm 49:16-17)—but you can send it on ahead (Matthew 6:19-20) ! ”
Look up each of those passages.     Does this principle excite you or terrify you?    Explain.

Who “wins” when people decide to lay up treasures in heaven rather than on earth?  

What lifestyle changes would you need to make in order to reduce fear and increase anticipation?

Getting There...
Through Generosity

Par t 6

Ready to grow and change?
Connect with a personal discipler:

              DiscipleMe@tcc.org



As Christians, our goal in life is to become more and more like Jesus Christ. One of the disciplines we must 
cultivate along the way is the habit of giving; in particular, we must focus on how God would have us handle 
the financial resources to which he has entrusted us. God doesn’t want us to hoard the financial resources he 
provides for us; instead, he wants us to use our God-given resources to further God-given goals.  

God is a giver (John 3:16, James 1:17). Therefore, giving makes us more like God. In addition, giving draws us 
closer to God. Matthew 6:21 tells us that we can actually redirect the affections of our heart. Common wisdom 
tells us that our money follows our hearts. What we value, we will direct our dollars toward. But Jesus tells us that 
it works the other way around, too. Your heart doesn’t have to lead your money. Your money can lead your heart.   
That means that when you begin to invest in God’s kingdom work, especially if it is a significant investment, 
you will begin to care about the things that God cares about, and as a result you will grow closer to God. It is a 
spiritual principle. Giving is the antidote to materialism (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

Giving also blesses us in return. Luke 6:38 essentially says, “What you sow, you will reap.” Good things come to 
those who are generous. When you are generous to others, guess what? It seems to come back to you. You are 
spontaneously kind to those who are kind to you! Right? But if you are stingy, that comes back to you, too. Giving 
is an investment in eternity (1 Timothy 6:18-19). It is the treasure principle: When it comes to your wealth, you can’t 
take it with you (Psalm 49:16-17), but you can send it on ahead (Matthew 6:19-20). The Bible is clear that you can 
store up treasures in heaven, by investing your earthy treasure in God’s kingdom work.  In addition, giving makes 
us happy (1 Chronicles 29:9). It is truly more blessed to give than to receive. Something extraordinary happens in 
our hearts when we are generous in our giving. This is especially true when we give with right attitudes. 

There are four foundational truths that should govern our giving. [1]  God owns everything, and we are his 
money managers. Think about it: everything that we have ultimately belongs to God. It is not until we see our 
possessions as God’s property that we begin to handle them properly.  [2] We need to live for the line, not just 
the dot. [3] Giving is one way we can invest in eternity.  [4] God promises to bless the giver.

So, what is God’s plan for giving?  God’s plan for giving in the Old Testament was based on tithing. That was 
an obligation given to the theocracy of Israel; it was part of their system of taxation and not an abiding obligation 
for the church today. The word “tithe,” basically means 10%, and those who teach tithing will tell you that we are 
to give 10% of our incomes to the local church. But a careful study of the Old Testament reveals that 10% is a 
far cry from what it cost the Jew to live in the theocracy of Israel (it was closer to 23%).  Regardless, the church 
is not under the law of the tithe, because tithing was part of the Mosaic Law which was given to Israel, not the 
church. We now live under the Law of Christ, and tithing is not part of that arrangement. Nowhere is tithing 
mentioned in the New Testament as an ongoing obligation for the Christian. 

God’s Plan for Giving Today is found in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2: “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
directed the church of Galatia, so do you also. On the first day of every week, let each one of you put aside and 
save, as he may prosper, that no collection be made when I come.  The following principles can be extracted from 
these verses: Giving is to be systematic. Paul suggested setting aside money the first day of every week. The idea is 
that for something to become a habit, it must be systemized. It has to be done regularly as opposed to haphazardly.  

Giving is to be personally determined, not imposed from the outside.
Giving is to be proportionate with how God has prospered us.   

Sermon Summary

Upcoming
5/08   Baby Dedication        9:30 & 11:15am
5/09   PointMan Basketball       7-9am
5/09   PointMan Small Group: Complete Husband   7-8pm
5/10   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm
5/10   PointMan Small Group: Complete Husband   6:30-7:30am
5/10   AWANA         6:30-8:30pm
5/14   PointMan Breakfast - (NextGen Center)   8-9:30am
5/15   Graduation Sunday
5/15   New Member Welcome Service    9:30 & 11:15am
5/15   Men of Armor: “The Walking Talk”    3-5:30pm
5/16   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
5/16   PointMan Small Group: Complete Husband   7-8pm
5/17   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:30pm



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

John Wesley, co-founder of the Methodist Church, exemplified the truths in today’s sermon.  
This week we’ll “dig deeper” into the article, What Wesley Practiced and Preached about Money.

Monday—Read the opening four paragraphs on page 1 (stopping at the section entitled, “What Wesley Did”)

• With which situation are you more familiar—the poverty Wesley grew up in or the wealth he knew as an adult?  
How has that experience shaped you?

• Have you ever had a similar experience which shook you and shaped you, such that you never were the same?
Did you make any changes in the way you used money?  If so, what were they?

Did those changes “stick”, or over time did you return to your former spending habits?

Tuesday—Read from “What Wesley Did” (page 1) through the first three paragraphs on page 2 (stopping at “Another way Wesley...”)

• Could you live comfortably, as a single person, on $75,000 per year?  Why or why not?

• Think back to your first few years out on your own.  Has your lifestyle changed since then?  If so, in what ways?

• Why do you think we assume that if we earn more, we should spend more on ourselves?

Can you justify that practice biblically?  If so, to what verses would you appeal?  Similarly, if not, what verses support that opinion?

If more Christians followed Wesley’s example, what sorts of impacts do you think it would have on...
—our neighbors?
—our society at large?
—our national economy?
—our immediate families (parents, children, grandparents)?

• How did Wesley limit his expenditures?  Did he suffer as a result?

How do you react to that personally?

Wednesday—Read from “Another way Wesley...” (middle of page 2) through the end of page 2.

• What is the second way Wesley limited his expenditures?  Did he suffer as a result?

How do you think he might even have been enriched by the experience?

Read Acts 20:35.   How do you react to that personally?

Thursday—Read all of page 3.

• Which of Wesley’s three rules surprise you the most?  Why that one?

What biblical support can you find for each of his three rules?

• Why do you think we spoil our children with material goods?

In your own words, explain the damage Wesley said is done to the souls of adults and children if these rules were ignored.

How have you personally experienced, or seen in someone else, the damage done through over indulgence?

Friday—Read the top half of page 4 (stopping at the sentence which begins, “In giving these four biblical principles...”)

• With which of these four principles were you already familiar?  Which ones have you practiced?

• Look up each of the Scripture passages mentioned.  Do you think they adequately support his teaching?  Why or why not?

Saturday—Read the rest of page 4.  

• What heart attitudes lie behind a willingness to ask those four questions?

• Think of a difficult or confusing purchase/expenditure you’re facing.  Ask Wesley’s four questions about that expenditure.

Did asking those questions help clarify the expenditure?  Why or why not?

• Which of Wesley’s four questions are you not yet willing to ask yourself?

How can you become willing to ask those questions?  What role can your church family play in helping you?



 Thirty pounds Sterling in the year 1750 equals about $75,000 today.1
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What Wesley Practiced and Preached about Money

Charles Edward White

John Wesley (1703–1791) was a theologian who, along with his brother Charles, founded the

movement which later became the Methodist Church.

John Wesley preached a lot about money. And with probably the highest earned income in England, he

had the opportunities to put his ideas into practice. What did he say about money? And what did he do

with his own?

John Wesley knew grinding poverty as a child. His father, Samuel Wesley, was the Anglican priest in one

of England’s lowest-paying parishes. He had nine children to support and was rarely out of debt. Once

John saw his father being marched off to debtors’ prison. So when John followed his father into the

ministry, he had no illusions about the financial rewards.

It probably came as a surprise to John Wesley that while God had called him to follow his father’s

vocation, he had not also called him to be poor like his father. Instead of being a parish priest, John felt

God’s direction to teach at Oxford University. There he was elected a fellow of Lincoln College, and his

financial status changed dramatically. His position usually paid him at least thirty pounds a year , more1

than enough money for a single man to live on. John seems to have enjoyed his relative prosperity. He

spent his money on playing cards, tobacco and brandy.

While at Oxford, an incident changed his perspective on money. He had just finished paying for some

pictures for his room when one of the chambermaids came to his door. It was a cold winter day, and he

noticed that she had nothing to protect her except a thin linen gown. He reached into his pocket to give

her some money to buy a coat but found he had too little left. Immediately, the thought struck him that

the Lord was not pleased with the way he had spent his money. He asked himself, Will thy Master say,

“Well done, good and faithful steward?” Thou hast adorned thy walls with the money which might have

screened this poor creature from the cold! O justice! O mercy! Are not these pictures the blood of this

poor maid?

What Wesley Did

Perhaps as a result of this incident, in 1731, Wesley began to limit his expenses so that he would have

more money to give to the poor. He records that one year his income was 30 pounds and his living

expenses 28 pounds, so he had 2 pounds to give away. The next year his income doubled, but he still

managed to live on 28 pounds, so he had 32 pounds to give to the poor. In the third year, his income

jumped to 90 pounds. Instead of letting his expenses rise with his income, he kept them to 28 pounds

and gave away 62 pounds. In the fourth year, he received 120 pounds. As before, his expenses were

28 pounds, so his giving rose to 92 pounds.
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Wesley felt that the Christian should not merely tithe but give away all extra income once the family and

creditors were taken care of. He believed that with increasing income, what should rise is not the

Christian’s standard of living but the standard of giving.

This practice, begun at Oxford, continued throughout his life. Even when his income rose into the

thousands of pounds sterling, he lived simply and he quickly gave away his surplus money. One year

his income was a little over 1400 pounds. He lived on 30 pounds and gave away nearly 1400 pounds.

Because he had no family to care for, he had no need for savings. He was afraid of laying up treasures

on earth, so the money went out in charity as quickly as it came in. He reports that he never had 100

pounds at any one time.

Wesley limited his expenditures by not purchasing the kinds of things thought essential for a man in his

station of life. In 1776, the English tax commissioners inspected his return and wrote him the following:

“[We] cannot doubt but you have plate for which you have hitherto neglected to make an entry.” They

were saying a man of his prominence certainly must have some silver plate in his house and were

accusing him of failing to pay excise tax on it. Wesley wrote back: “I have two silver spoons at London

and two at Bristol. This all the plate I have at present, and I shall not buy any more while so many round

me want bread.”

Another way Wesley limited expenses was by identifying with the needy. He had preached that

Christians should consider themselves members of the poor, whom God had given them money to aid.

So he lived and ate with the poor. Under Wesley’s leadership, the London Methodists had established

two homes for widows in the city. They were supported by offerings taken at the band meetings and the

Lord’s Supper. In 1748, nine widows, one blind woman, and two children lived there. With them lived

John Wesley and any other Methodist preacher who happened to be in town. Wesley rejoiced to eat the

same food at the the same table, looking forward to the heavenly banquet all Christians will share.

For almost four years, Wesley’s diet consisted mainly of potatoes, partly to improve his health, but also

to save money. He said: “What I save from my own meat will feed another that else would have none.”

In 1744, Wesley had written, “[When I die] if I leave behind me ten pounds ... you and all mankind [may]

bear witness against me, that I have lived and died a thief and a robber.” When he died in 1791, the only

money mentioned in his will was the miscellaneous coins to be found in his pockets and dresser drawers.

What had happened to the rest of his money, to the estimated thirty thousand pounds he had earned

over his lifetime? He had given it away . As Wesley said, “I cannot help leaving my books behind me2

whenever God calls me hence, but in every other respect my own hands will be my executors.”
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What Wesley Preached

Wesley’s teaching on money offered simple, practical guidelines for every believer.  Wesley’s first rule

about money was “Gain all you can”. Despite its potential for misuse, money in itself is something good.

There is no end to the good it can do: “In the hands of [God’s] children, it is food for the hungry, drink for

the thirsty, raiment for the naked. it gives to the traveler and the stranger where to lay his head. By it we

may supply the place of a husband to the widow, and of a father to the fatherless. We may be a defense

for the oppressed, a means of health to the sick, of ease to them that are in pain. It may be as eyes to

the blind, as feet to the lame: yea, a lifter up from the gates of death!”

Wesley adds that in gaining all they can, Christians must be careful not to damage their own souls,

minds, or bodies, or the souls, minds, or bodies of anyone else. He thus prohibited gaining money

through industries that pollute the environment or endanger workers.

Wesley’s second rule for the right use of money was “Save all you can”. He urged his hearers not to

spend money merely to gratify the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eye or the pride of life. he cried

out against expensive food, fancy clothes, and elegant furniture: “Cut off all this expense! Despise

delicacy and variety and be content with what plain nature requires.”

Wesley had two reasons for telling Christians to buy only necessities. The obvious one was so they

would not waste money. The second was so they would not increase their desires. The old preacher

wisely pointed out that when people spend money on things they do not really need, they begin to want

more things they do not need. Instead of satisfying their desires, they only increase them: “Who would

defend anything in gratifying these desires, if he considered that to gratify them is to increase them?

Nothing can be more certain than this: Daily experience shows that the more they are indulged, they

increase the more.”

Wesley especially warned against buying too much for children. People who would never waste money

on themselves might be more indulgent with their children. On the principle that gratifying a desire

needlessly only tends to increase it, he asked these well-intentioned parents: “Why should you purchase

for them more pride or lust, more vanity or foolish and hurtful desires? ...Why should you be at further

expense to increase their temptations and snares and to pierce them through with more sorrows?”

John Wesley’s third rule was “Give all you can”. One’s giving should begin with the tithe. He told the

one who does not tithe, “Thou doest undoubtedly set they heart upon thy gold” and warned, “It will ‘eat

thy flesh as fire!’” But one’s giving should not end at the tithe. All of the Christian’s money belongs to

God, not just the first tenth. Believers must use 100 percent of their incomes as God directs.
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And how has God directed Christians to use their incomes? Wesley listed four scriptural priorities:

1. Provide things needful for yourself and your family (1 Tim. 5:8). The believer should make sure the

family has the necessities and conveniences of life, that is, “a sufficiency of plain, wholesome food

to eat, and clean raiment to put on” as well as a place to live. The believer must also insure that the

family has enough to live on if something were to happen to the breadwinner.

2. “Having food and raiment, let us be therewith content” (1 Tim. 6:8). Wesley adds that the word

translated raiment is literally coverings and thus includes lodging as well as clothes. “It plainly follows

whatever is more than these is, in the sense of the apostle, riches - whatever is above the plain

necessities, or at most, conveniences, of life. Whoever has sufficient food to eat, and raiment to put

on, with a place to lay his head, and something over, is rich.”

3. “Provide things honest in the sight of all men” (Rom. 12:17) and “Owe no man anything” (Rom. 13:8).

Wesley said the next claim on a Christian’s money was the creditors’. He adds that those who are

in business for themselves need to have adequate tools, stock, or capital for the carrying on of the

business.

4. “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the

household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). After the Christian has provided for the family, the creditors, and the

business, the next obligation is to use any money that is left to meet the needs of others.

In giving these four biblical principles, Wesley recognized some situations were not clear-cut. It isn’t

always obvious how the Christian should use the Lord’s money. Wesley accordingly offered four

questions to help his hearers decide how to spend the money:

1. In spending this money, am I acting like I owned it, or am I acting like the Lord’s trustee?

2. What Scripture requires me to spend this money in this way?

3. Can I offer up this purchase as a sacrifice to the Lord?

4. Will God reward me for this expenditure at the resurrection of the just?

Finally, for the believer who is still perplexed, John Wesley suggested this prayer before a purchase:

“Lord, thou seest I am going to expend this sum on that food, apparel, furniture. And thou knowest

I act therein with a single eye, as a steward of thy goods, expending this portion of them thus, in

pursuance of the design thou hadst in entrusting me with them. Thou knowest I do this in obedience

to thy word, as thou commandest, and because thou commandest it. Let this, I beseech thee, be a

holy sacrifice, acceptable through Jesus Christ! And give me a witness in myself, that for this labor

of love I shall have a recompence when thou rewardest every man according to his words.”

He was confident that any believer who has a clear conscience after praying this prayer will be using

money wisely.
   

© Charles Edward White, Assistant Professor, Christian Thought and History, Spring Arbor College


