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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Six Gifts of the 
Resurrection
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Questions for Community Group Discussion
• What from Sunday’s message interested you?      ...made sense to you?      ...confused you?  

          ...intrigued you?     ...upset you?      ...encouraged you?       ...and why?

Need hope and help?
For free biblical counseling, write to

DiscipleMe@tcc.org

• What do you imagine are the five most frequent responses to the tombstone inscription, 
“I now know with certainty what the living can only speculate about.” ?

What response do you imagine the author of that inscription wished to provoke?

• Have you ever heard someone say (or said yourself), “Even if there really isn’t a heaven, 
living according to the Bible’s teachings is the best way to live.” ?  What did Paul think of that idea?

• Read Acts 17:32.  Did you ever sneer at the thought of resurrection and heaven?  Tell us about it.

Describe the attitudes and assumptions of someone who sneers even at the possibility of eternal life.

Describe the assumptions of someone who doesn’t yet believe in the resurrection, but says, 
“I will listen to you more concerning this.”

Pastor Doug noted that there were more than five hundred eyewitnesses to the resurrected Christ.
Why so many, do you think?

• Review the six longings of the human soul which are satisfied by the resurrection (see sermon summary).
Which of those longings are most powerful within you?  Why those ones?

Did you find Pastor Doug’s explanation of how the resurrection satisfies it compelling?  Explain.

Think of a friend, family member, neighbor or co-worker 
who does not yet believe in the resurrection or heaven.
Which of those longings do you imagine he or she feels 
most acutely?  If you’re not sure, what could you do?



Sermon Summary
“What happens when you die?”  Do you cease to exist? Are you reincarnated in some other form? Is there a heaven and a 
hell where we will live out eternity either in great bliss or with great dread?  There is only one person that is truly qualified 
to answer that question. His name is Jesus. He was crucified, died, and was buried…and three days later, in keeping with 
his own prediction and Biblical prophecy, he rose again from the dead!  No one else has done that. There has only been 
one resurrection in human history: Jesus of Nazareth. And so when it comes to the question of “What happens when you 
die?,” we would do well to listen to Jesus. It only makes sense.  In John chapter 5, Jesus gives us a synopsis of what we 
can expect after we die. In verse 24, Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”  But Jesus’ resurrection not 
only guarantees our own future resurrection after we die, it actually satisfies six of our deepest longings in this life, which 
are outlined in 1 Corinthians 15:12-20. 

1. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we know that our sins are forgiven. If God holds our sins against us, then we have no 
hope of receiving anything else from Him. Everything hangs on forgiveness. That is where it begins.  The impact of Jesus’ 
death on the cross was so complete and our justification so decisive, that when God raised Jesus from the dead, it validated 
our forgiveness. Had Jesus not raised from the dead, how would we know whether or not his death had any saving impact? 
We wouldn’t.  But Paul says, because Christ rose from the dead, we can know that we have been forgiven. We know that 
we have been reconciled to God our Creator. Our guilt is no longer a barrier to that relationship. 

2. In verse 14, we see a second longing that Jesus’ resurrection meets in our lives. Instead of saying negatively that our 
faith is not in vain, we can say positively that because of Jesus’ resurrection, our faith in Him is well-founded. Because of 
Jesus’ resurrection, there is someone we can trust absolutely. Deep in the heart of every person is a longing for someone 
that you can count on through thick and thin. Someone who is absolutely trustworthy. Someone who, if you put your faith 
in him, won’t let you down.  Jesus’ death proves his love for us, and the resurrection proves his power over every enemy of 
life. Because of the resurrection, you can know that there really is someone out there you can count on. Someone who is 
absolutely trustworthy. His name is Jesus. You can confidently commit your life to Him (Galatians 2:20). 

3. Because Jesus rose from the dead, we know that what the apostles proclaimed is absolutely true (verse 15). They are not 
false witnesses, but accurate, truthful witnesses. Our young people today are being taught that there is no absolute truth: 
something that is true at all times in every culture, in every circumstance, whether we like it or not. Without the conviction 
that there are absolutes that can be shared and made the basis for society, the only option is anarchy, where everyone does 
what is right in his own eyes. That is where we are as a society today. The need for absolute truth is a deep seated need of 
the human soul, and is necessary for the proper functioning of human society. Jesus has a right to tell us what is absolutely 
true, because by the resurrection, God proved him to be absolutely true! 

4. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, Christians are to be envied. From verse 14, we see that because Jesus rose from the 
dead, our preaching is not in vain. Far from it! The message of Christ crucified and risen again is powerful, meaningful, 
valid, and significant.

5. Verse 17: Because of Jesus’ resurrection, the message of Christ crucified and risen is powerful, meaningful, valid, and 
significant. If Christ was not raised, then living for him, doing what he says, and following his will is a great delusion. We 
should be pitied like insane people who live by hallucinations. But since Jesus has been raised and is alive and reigns as 
King forever, our obedience, our love, and our self-denial is not just “not-to-be-pitied,” but is positively enviable.

6.  Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we know that those who have died in faith have not perished!  They are alive forevermore! 
They have entered into the joy of their Master. They have gone to their eternal home, where there is no more sin, no more 
pain, no more death.  Jesus’ resurrection guarantees all of that.  
 

This Easter Sunday, let’s rejoice in the six precious gifts 
that God has so graciously offered to his children.Upcoming

3/28   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
3/29   NO Morning Women’s Bible Study
3/29   NO Middle School Echo Groups
3/29   NO Evening Women’s Bible Study
3/30   AWANA         6:30-8:30pm
3/30   NO Women’s Bible Study
4/03   Starting Point        9:30am
4/03   GriefShare         2:30-4pm
4/04   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
4/05   New Morning Women’s Bible Study    9:30-11:30am
4/06   AWANA         6:30-8:30pm
4/8-10  Women’s Retreat at Fort Caswell
4/10   Starting Point        9:30am
4/10   GriefShare         2:30-4pm
4/11   PointMan Basketball       7-9pm
4/12   New Morning Women’s Bible Study    9:30-11:30am
4/13   AWANA         6:30-8:30pm
4/16   Landscape Work Morning      9am-12pm
4/17   Starting Point        9:30am
4/17   GriefShare         2:30-4pm
4/17   Connect4         4:30-5:30pm
4/17   Baptisms at Night of Worship     6-7:15pm



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Let’s explore in greater depth those “six gifts” of the resurrection...
Monday—Read Luke 7:36-50.  Today we will explore the gift of forgiveness of sins.
• What do you know about Pharisees?  What details in this story confirm your understanding?
• What do you know about Pharisees’ opinion of “sinners”?  What details in this story confirm your understanding?
• Which one are you more like?  Why do you think that?
• Which of those two, Simon the Pharisee and this unnamed “sinner, which of those two received forgiveness of sins?
• Did Simon the Pharisee also need forgiveness?
• Put yourself in Jesus’ place.  What do you think you would feel if you were having dinner at the home of a self-righteous, really “good” 

person—and a notorious sinner was crouching at your feet, sobbing, and drying them with her hair and pouring perfume on you?
Is there any indication that Jesus felt that way?  What does that tell you about his response to you when you are sorry for your sin?

• Write a brief prayer of thanksgiving and worship to your wonderful Savior.

Tuesday— Read John 13:33—14:11.  Today we will explore the gift of having an absolutely trustworthy Savior.
• How do you think the disciples felt when they heard the news Jesus gave them in v. 33?
• Notice the connection between v. 33 and v. 36-37.  Peter was so disturbed by v. 33 that he didn’t even hear what Jesus said in v. 34-35!
• What term of endearment does Jesus use for his disciples (v. 33)?  What does this show about Jesus’ awareness of the impact of his news?
• Now look at Jesus’ reply to Peter’s foolhardy boast (v. 38).  Explain how this was an absolutely loving thing to say.
• After Peter heard Jesus’ reply in v. 38, his emotional trauma was ten times worse!  What does Jesus say next (14:1-3)?
• Peter is now too stunned to talk, so Thomas takes over (v. 4-5).  What do you think Thomas is feeling?
• How is Jesus’ response to Thomas (v. 6-7) an absolutely loving thing to say?
• Philip’s turn!  Notice how Philip’s question (v. 8) flows directly out of v. 7b.  How is Jesus’ response to Philip (v. 9) an absolutely loving thing to say?
• In v. 10-11, how does Jesus appeal to his absolute trustworthiness in order to assuage their fears?
• Write a brief prayer of thanksgiving and worship to your absolutely trustworthy Savior.

Wednesday— Read Psalm 19:7-14.  Today we will explore the gift of absolute truth in the Bible.
• In v. 7-10, God’s Word is described in eight ways—what are they?  “perfect“ (v. 7a), “s               “ (v. 7b), “r               “ (v. 8a), 

“p               “ (v. 8b), “c               “ (v. 9a), “t               “ (v. 9b), “d               “ (v. 10a), and “s               “ (v. 10b).
• In v. 11-13, God’s Word promises to benefit us in several ways.  What are they?
• What is a confusing or difficult situation you are currently facing?

If you had access to perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, true, desirable, sweet truth, what benefits might you experience?
• Write a brief prayer of thanksgiving and worship to God for this absolutely true Scriptures.

Thursday— Read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.  Today we will explore the gift of a well-lived life.
• According to v. 11, what—in fact, Who—is the foundation for life?
• There is only one foundation, only one way to heaven, but it is possible for us to build on that foundation in one of two ways.

According to v. 12, what are the two broad categories of “building materials”?
• Let’s make sure we correctly understand what “gold, silver, precioius stones” represent and what “wood, hay, straw” represent.

Remember, “Context is king!”, so we’re going to let the context control our interpretation.  Look back at 1 Corinthians 2:14-16.
A “natural man” is unsaved.  He does not accept the things of God.  A “spiritual man” is a mature Christian, having “the mind of Christ”.
Now read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3.  There is a third type of person.  These people are Christians (“brothers”, v. 1a; they are “in Christ” v. 1c),
but they were not “spiritual men”.  They were “fleshly” (v. 1b, 3a), they were “infants in Christ” (v. 1c), they had jealousy and strife and are 
behaving like “mere (natural, unsaved) men” (v. 3).  Spiritual men are those who build a Christian life of “gold, silver, precious stones.”
Fleshly, baby Christians who act just like the unsaved are those who build a Christian life of “wood, hay, straw”.   Do you see that?

• Verse 13 says that when we meet God the quality of our Christian lives will be revealed by fire.  When you pass “gold, silver, 
precious stones” through fire, what remains?  When you pass “wood, hay, straw” through fire, what remains?  

• If what you built remains, what will you receive (v. 14)?  If your work is burned up, you will _______________   ________ (v. 15).
• Does the spiritual Christian make it to heaven?  Does the fleshly, infantile Christian make it to heaven (v. 15b)?
• Write a brief prayer, dedicating yourself to a well-lived life.  Ask God to empower you to follow through with your commitment.

Friday— Read 2 Timothy 2:15-21.  Today we will explore the gift of fruitful ministry.
• According to v. 15, what enables us to be “workmen who have God’s approval”?
• According to v. 16, what must God’s workmen avoid?  According to v. 19c, from what must God’s workmen abstain?
• According to v. 20, every house has both “good china” and “garbage pails”.  According to v. 21, Christians can be either one!

The determining factor is whether we “cleanse ourselves” from “these things” (v. 21), which are described in v. 16-19.
Are you free of “worldly and empty chatter” (16)?  Do share correct doctrine with others (18)?  Do you “abstain from wickedness” (19)?

• According to v. 21, if we will cleanse ourselves of these filthy things, we will be a “vessel for                  “, “s                       “,
“                   to the Master“, “prepared for                                                 “.              Are you cleansed?

• Write a brief prayer, dedicating yourself to fruitful ministry.  Ask God to empower you to living a cleansed Christian life.

Saturday— Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  Today we will explore the gift of reunion with loved-ones in heaven
• What does it mean to be “asleep in Jesus” (v. 14)?    Need help?  Since “Context is king!”, see how they are described in v. 16c.
• According to v. 13b, how do non-believers grieve when their loved-ones die?
• Why aren’t Christians to grieve as if we have no hope?
• How confident are you that Jesus truly rose from the dead?  

Verse 14 is constructed as an “If....then....” statement.  What is the “if” part?  What is the “then” part?
• When Jesus returns, some Christians will still be alive, but some will already be asleep.  Which ones rise first (v. 15-17)?  Second?
• According to v. 17, dead believers, live believers, and the Lord will at that point all be together.  Do you find that comforting?  Why?
• Who do you know personally who needs the comforting knowledge that they will be reunited with their dead loved-ones in heaven?

What does v. 18 command Christians to do?    Will you do it?
• Write a brief prayer of trust and thanksgiving for the confidence of being reunited with loved-ones in heaven.


